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Finally, brethren, whatſoever things are true, whatſoever things 
are honeſt, whatſoever things are juſt, whatſoever things are 
pure, whatſoever things are lovely, whatſoever things are of 
good report ; if there be any virtue, and if there be any 
praiſe, think on theſe things. Phil. iv. 8. 
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PRE F A C E. 


T7 HENEVER a new book is printed, 
the reader ſuppoſes the author ought 
to write for the good of mankind, and there- 
fore in a Preface expects ſome very good 
reaſons why the publiſher thinks his is like 
to anſwer that end; for my own part I have 
very little to offer as a public reaſon for my 
preſent undertaking. There 1s not one 
ſubject in my book but hath been wrote up- 
on over and over, and oftentimes much bet- 
ter than I can pretend to; nevertheleſs, 
though there are doubtleſs much better 
thoughts than any of mine extant in the 
world, there are alſo at the ſame time many 
perſons who know not where to find them, 
nor how to collect them; and poſſibly theſe 
thoughts may be of ſome ſmall ſervice, at 
leaſt to ſome young perſons juſt ſetting out 
in life, and are of a ſerious turn of mind; 
to ſuch ſome grave advice can never be un- 


ſeaſonable, and I wiſh mine may be accepta- 
ble and uſeful, 


3 _ To 


8 d 


rwe PREFACE. 
To ſerve God, to live a reputable and uſe- 
ful life, and to prepare for a happy eternity, 
all muſt allow are matters of the higheſt 
conſequence ; to theſe ends all theſe Eſſays 
are directed; but how far they are like to 
anſwer theſe ends, will be left to the judg- 
man primera, 7 I 21 1 

As theſe Eſſays are all of them ſhort, they 
will the better ſuit thoſe who have not time 
to read much; and as they are ſo various, 
they may poſſibly the better pleaſe ſuch rea- 


ders as delight in novelty : for though the 


ſubjects are not new, they are moſt of them 


caſt into an entirely new form. 
I have only to add, that, to a more ſtrict 


obſerver, there may appear in ſome places a 


too near likeneſs of thought, and in others a 
too great diſſimilitude of ſtyle and language; 
theſe blermſhes might have been more eaſily 
and more effectually remedied if I had ſoon- 
er thought of publiſhing ; but as that was 
out of my mind, and as {ome of theſe papers 
were wrote many years before others, and 


with no other view but for my own private 


uſe, I have now thrown them together in the 


beſt manner that my time and my other em 
ployment would permit; defiring the candid 
reader to paſs by theſe inaccuracies among 


others, which, upon reading, the judicious 
will doubtleſs ſoon diſcover. 


Runs v, (HanTs.) 
© "October 21, 1760. 
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THE 
INTRODUCTION. 
Conſiſting of FouR HEADS. 


I. Of Religion in general. 


HE neceſſity, the reaſonableneſs, and benefit 
of real Religion may be moſt certainly con- 
cluded from the infinite perfections of the divine 
Being, as diſplayed in the works of creation and 
daily providence z from the abſolute dependence of 
all beings upon him for their ſubſiſtence and their 
happinels ; and from the peculiar and moſt bind- 
ing Obligations that reaſonable creatures are under 
to him as their Creator, and moſt bountiful Bene- 
factor: and that knowledge of the nature and per- 
fections of God which does not produce a delight- 
ful obedience to his commands, and devotion to 
his ſervice, is but a dead knowledge. 

In this caſe may be clearly diſcerned that the 
notion of Religion includes in it the belief of the 
being of a God; and the belief of the being of a 
God infers Religion; and that both concluſions 
are mutual, and equally undeniable: if a man 
makes any ſhew of Religion, be it of whatever 
form it will, there muſt be ſome Deity ſuppoſed 
to whom it muſt be ultimately directed; and on 
"2 "ok < the 


I be InTzoDucTiON. 
the other hand, whoever profeſſeth to believe the 
being of a God, be his notions of that God what 
they will, ſtill ſome ſort of Religion will certainly 
be expected from him. 

The notion of Religion, as thus inferred from 
the belief of a God, is ſo generally received, that 
a man without ſome ſceming form or profeſſion of 
jt looks like a ſavage among mankind ; or like a 
creature outwardly wearing the figure of a man, 
and having at the ſame time the ſoul of a beaſt 


within, This puts the generality of mankind un- 


= 
— 


der the neceſſity of taking up ſome name or cha- 


racter denoting Religion. 
In Religion, as to its more general name and 
notion, three things are eſſential to it. 

1. TheObjet 2. The Rule... 3. The Reaſons, 
1. As to the Object, it mult be ultimately God 
alone. So our bleſſed Saviour to Satan: Thou 
foalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and bim only Salt 
thou ſerve (a). 15 
2. The Rule of Religion ought to be the will 
of God; it being moſt juſt to think that if God, 
as the Creator of the world, be the alone object 
of religious worſhip, all thoſe who worſhip him 
ought to take all their rules and directions from 
him alone; whoſe command only can give all 
laws, both for religious worſhip, and a religious 
life, their final and complete ſanction. 

And becaule G'd is a ſpirit, and they that wer- 
ſhip him muſt wr:r/hip bim in ſpirit and in truth (); 
it will alſo follow by juſt conſequence, that beſide 
the external form of Religion, the ſoul, the more 
noble part of man, ought to be conftantly under 
due influences; and theſe internal influences of 
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The In TRODUCTION. 90 
the human mind, together with all its regulations, 
are to be expected from God himſelf in ſuch a 
way, in the uſe of ſuch means, and in the obſer- 
vance of ſuch duties, as he himſelf has inſtituted 3 
otherwiſe the Religion, however outwardly. ſpe- 
cious and pompous, will be intrinſically ignorant, 
ſuperſtitious, ſtupid or enthuſiaſtical. 

In the preſent enquiry concerning the rules of 
Religion, there are but two general guides ſup- 
poſeable; the light of Nature, and the light of 
Revelation : that the light of nature is not now 
a ſufficient guide, in points of Religion, ſince 
man is become a depraved creature by the means 
of fin, is capable of abundant proof; and there- 
fore the only ſure and certain guide that is left 
mult be the light of the ſcriptures z which, accord- 
ing to St Paul, are able to make a man wiſe un- 
to ſalvation (c). | 

3. The third thing eſſential to Religion, conſi- 
dered in its general nature, end and a are the 
reaſons of it, and the obligations mankind are un- 
der to pay the moſt ſincere, the moſt conſtant and 
moſt ſolemn regard to it. 

The reaſons and arguments to enforce a due regard 
to Religion are drawn from our duty to God, our re- 
gard to our own preſent and future happineſs, and 
the concern we ought to have to promote the hap- 
pineſs of our fellow. creatures; which, (as compre- 
hending all moral Religion,) are in Scripture con- 
tained 1n the two articles, love to God and ou 
Neighbour. , 21 

In reſpect of God, the conſiderations of his na- 
ture, his ſovereign authority, and his infinite good- 
neſs, are powerful arguments to excite to the prac- 
rice of religion. 


_ SE. WET 


1. The 
e 2 Tim. vi. 15. | 


10 The Tn TAO DUN. 
1. The very nature of God ought to be conſi- 
get as an eyerlaſting argument for Religion to 
all reaſonable beings ; for ſince they all at firſt had 
their being from him, and do ſtill continually de- 
nd upon him for their exiſtence ; nothing can 
poſſibly diſſolve that moral bond they are under to 
obey him, any more than any thing can make 
them live independent of him for ſubſiſtence, So 
runs the argument : Serve the Lord with gladneſs— 
it is be that hath made us, and not we ourſelves — 
we are the ſheep of his paſture (a). 
2. The ſovereign authority of the divine Being 
will unchangeably demand the duty of dependent 
creatures. So the inſpired Pſalmiſt: He is thy 
Lord, and worſhip thou him (b). 


3. Infinite goodneſs in the great Creator and 


Preferver of nature cannot but afford infinite rea- 
ſon for religious duty, and conſtant devotion of 
all the powers and affections of intelligent beings to 
him, in 'whom they live, and move, and have 
their being. So St Paul: I beſeech you, brethren, 
2 the mercies of God, that you preſent your bodies 

a living ſacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is 
Jour reaſonable ſervice (c). 

This ſingle expreſſion, your reaſonable ſervice, 
if applied to the three general heads of duty, 
7. e. to God, our Neighbour, and Ourſelves, and 
were it dilated and diverſified, it would prove an 


everlaſting ſource of argument to ſhew both the 


neceſſity and profitableneſs of Religion, and at the 
fame time would demonſtrate how inſeparable is 
the connexion between the obligation and the bleſs- 
ing that attends the practice of piety : fo that if 

a man 


a) Plal. c. 2, 3. 3) Plal xlr. 11. 
0 Rom, 9 715 (9) Pal. xlv. 11 
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The INH NODVUOGTION. 11 

a man loves his God, if he loves his neighbour, 

if he loves N if he loves his own foul, he 

cannot but love Religion. : 
The word Religion (according to the opinion of 

ſome learned men) ſeems to be derived from a 


verb that ſignifies 10 bind, or to bind over again, i. e. 
ſtrongly and repeatedly ; and indeed, if Religion 


be well confidered, it will be found to be the moſt 


binding thing imaginable. How powerful, how 
awful, how engaging ought the thought to be to 
every rational being; that the God who demands 
his obedience, did at firſt give him life and ex- 
iſtence, and ever ſince continues to preſerve and 
maintain him out of the inexhauſtible ſtore of his 
bounty ; that his favour is the higheſt happineſs 


he can enjoy, and his anger the greateſt torment 
he can endure, either in the preſent life or in the 


life to come; that re renders him ſo honour- 
able, ſo uſeful, and ſo like to his great Creator 
in all his imitable perfections, as true Religion? 


eee 


1. 0 eneral rules lm to Judge of the beſt 
1 : Relegion. 1 | 


AE L:'who profeſs to believe a future ſtate muſt 

allow! * the practice of true Religion, or 
the wilful neglect of it, will extend their conſe- 
quences to eternity: and therefore, for theſe weigh- 
ty reaſons, a ſyſtem both of the doctrines and 
rules of Religion ought to be well choſe, and 
buiir upon a good foundation. 

And i ſince there are not only fo. many ſorts of 
Religion in the world in general, but alſo ſuch a 
variety: of opinions among Chriſtians, every one's 
cannot 
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cannot be really the beſt, though every one thinks 
his own ſo; therefore, to form a judgment which 
Religion to ſet out with, and which to e by, 
1 Rules may be conſidered. | 

That muſt be the beſt Religion which! given to 
man the juſteſt When: both of God and of denke 
ſelves. 

That muſt be the beſt Religion which — 
moſt to make Man like to God in all his imitable 
excellencies and perfeCtions: - 

That muſt be the beſt Regis that gives the 
| beſt ground to . for the fawgur and ertnuge 
of Gd. 

That muſt be the beſt Religion that tends moſt 
effectually to purify the heart and affections, and 


to devote them to the love of God and delight in 
his ſervice. . 


That muſt be the beſt Religion which contains 


the moſt perfect body of rules for ſound piety, and 
an upright, honeſt, honourable, uſeful life in the 
worl 
That muſt be the beſt Religion which affords 
the molt powerful motives to a ſincere, ſteady per- 
ſeverance in the practice of piety ; and which gives 
— ſtrongeſt ſupport under trials and afflictions in 
ife. 
Finally, That muſt be the beſt Religion that 
gives the ſoundeſt comfort on a death -· bed, and 
the molt lively hope of a glorious immortality on 
ns neareſt and moſt ſenſible approaches of a diflo- 
ution. 
Por theſe reaſons the Chriſtian Religion is pre- 
ferable to all other Religions in the world; and 
that muſt be the pureſt ſyſtem of Chriſtianity, 
which derives all its doctrines, precepts, rules of 
. = '-- » worlbip 
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1 * worſhip, - motives and aſſiſtances, moſt aer 
; from the Bible. 1600 
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I III. An Epitome © Practical Religion according 
a= 10 Goſpel-Syſtem.. | 


PR aQtical Religion, according to the Goſpel-. 
Syſtem, may be thus epitomiſed. 

ws To believe the being and perfections of God. 

as he is pleaſed to make them known in his word 
and works, whether of creation, providence, or 
grace. 

And this is life rank that they might hav thee 
the only true God, and Feſus Corift, whom thou 
haſt ſent (a). 

2. To believe in Chriſt as the only 8 of 
ſinners. 

Believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou 22 

be ſaved (b), | 

13. To love God with a ſupreme. affection, and 

to worſhip him with the heart and ſoul, uprightly 
and fervently, 

The hour is coming, and now is, when. the true 
worſhippers ſhall worſhip the Father in ſpirit 
and in truth , for the Father ſeeketh ſuch to 

. worſhip him ( c). 8 

4d. To be ſubject to the laws and inſtitutions of 

Chriſt, as the Lore and law. a of the Goſpel 

= Church. | - 

| Teaching them to obſerve all things whatſocver I 
Dave commanded ou (4). 
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(a) Jab 3 * 5) 4a xvi. 31. 
(e) Jobn iv. 23. (4). Matth. xxviii, 20. 
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neceſſary duty, both in civil and religious life. 


14 The [Iworro/b wer z. 
Being not without latu to Gad hut enten the 
law to Chriſt (a). 46 d 
_ One is your Maſter, even Chriſt (b). 
To be chaſte, ſober, and temperate in all 
Java pleafures and comforts, 
Tei Jour moderation be nom to al men: the 
Lord is at hand (r) WO. 2% 0 
6. To ſuppreſs and ſubdue every intemperate 
and vicious inclination, and * 4 [orogg; to tun 
to God. Wen 
They that are Chriſt's 2 Pug thieified: the Leb, 
doit h the affettions andluſfts (d). 

Having therefowe-theſs promiſes (dearly beloved ! 
let us cleanſe ce al fillbmeſ of the. 
fleſh and ſpirit, perſe ng Is in tbe . 
of God (e). 

Godly forrow worketh repentance to / foation ( FY-\ 

7. To be juſt,” ſincere, and benevolent to Fw 

men. | 
Hinour all men, love "the brotherbood; fear Goa, . 
honour the Ring (g). ä 
I ſay unto you, Love your enemies, Meſs then his 
curſe you, do good to them bate you, and pray 
for them that dejpitefull ly uſe you, and perſecute- 
you: that you may be the children of your Fa- 
ther which is in heaven : for be maketh his ſun 
to riſe on the evil, and on the' good; and 
ſenaeth his rain on the juſt, and on the un juſt (Y). 

8. To be patient under afffictions, and to be di- 

ligent, active, conſtant, and conſcientious in every 
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„da) 1 Cor. ix. 21. þ (5) Matth. xxiii. 8. 1 
le) Phil, iv. 5. (4) Gal. v 24. 
(e) 2 Cor. vii. 1 (7/2 Cor. vn. 10. 
(g) 1 Pet, ii. 17. (6) Matth. v. 44, 45 
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The INTRODUCTION. IG 


Wu fothful in buſineſs, fervent in ſpirit, ſerving 
* the Lord, Rejuicing in hope, patient in tri- 


H bulation, continuing inſtant in prayer. Diſtri- 
buting to the neceſſity of the ſaints, given is 
hoſpitality (a). 

. To be heavenly minded. 7 


ek the things that are above, where Chriſt /it- 
teth on the right band of God (6b). 

Our converſation is in heaven (c). 

10, To be watchful againſt temptation. 

Watch and pray, that ye enter not into tempta- 


TH AT way of worſhipping God, which pro- 
teſſedly derives its authority from the Bible, 


47 tion (d). ; 
* 11. To de always prepared for death and judg- 
ment. | ö 
Therefore be ye alſo ready, for in ſuch an hour as 

; | you think not the Son of man cometh (e). 

; 4 C 
0 1 ; 2 
IV. Of Faith in Cbhriſt, and its Connexion with 
; Practical Religion. 


is now commonly known by the general name of 


Revealed Religion; implying a belief that the 


Scriptures of the Old and New Teſtament, were 
given by a ſpecial ſupernatural revelation from 
Sod himſelf to the Prophets, before our Saviour's 


coming into the world, and to the Apoſtles ſince 


/ by Chriſt's ſpecial authority and commiſſion ; and 


therefore this term, Revealed Religion, ſerves to 


4 | diſtinguiſh 
Ct (a) Rom. xii, 11, 12, 13. (4) ct iii, 1. *© 
(oe) Phil iii. 20. | (A Matth. xxvi. 41. 

p | 4e Matth, xxiv. 44 a 4 


— 7 
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diſtinguiſh the worſhippers of the one only living 


and true God, and Chriſt the only Saviour of ſin- 
ners, from ſuch who worſhip a multiplicity of 


Deities, and are commonly called Heathens. 


Since the reſurrection and aſcenſion of Chriſt in- 

to heaven, Revealed Religion goes by the general 
and well known name of Chriſtianity, as diſtin- 
guiſhed from Judaiſm, Mahometaniſm, Deiſm, 
and Heatheniſm. 
The word Chriſtianity having ſo evidently the 
Author's. name and ſignature upon it, implies a 
belief that Chriſt is the only Saviout of ſinners, 
and alſo that he is the ſupreme Lord, and law- 
giver in matters of ur e to them who believe 
in him. | 


But though theſe two points are generally al- 


lowed among Chriſtians, they are explained and 
underſtood in ways ſo widely different one from 
another, as ſplits the Chriſtian world into almoſt 
innumerable parties and diviſions. 

And yet whatever be the occaſion of ſuch a vaſt 
variety of opinions among Chriſtians, it is not 
reaſonable to ſuppoſe that the word of God would 
leave points of ſuch infinite importance as faith in 


Chriſt, and duty to him, quite obſcure and inde- 


finite; far is it from being juſtly chargeable with 
any ſuch notorious deficiency. 
As to faith in Chriſt, it ſtands fo deſctibed in 
the Bible, as an inſcription publiſhed in large broad 
characters, ſo as to be eaſily read, and diftinaly 
known by all men ; as for inſtance, 
It hath its riſe and original in the pure grace and 
love of God. 
That in the ages to come he might ſhew the exceed- 
ing riches of his grace, in bis kindneſs towards 
, * ebe. For by grace are 


ye 


2 ©. 
_ 
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- \" 96/4068, arb faith, and that not of your 
ben it is the gift of God, Not of works, 
"Toft dy man ſhould boaſt. For we art bis 
1 joey, treated in Che Jeſus unte grod 
ots (4). 


40 . E It is foi of the eperhtio of Grd (b), 

a. © Irhath for its foundation of truſt, the proper 

n. wetikee affd atohement of rnd as me r Ts 
" God with us (c). Fertig £803 e 

e Von Gol hath fet forth to * erophtintiin e 
4 fab in bis blood, to declare his righteouſ- 

a _ neſs——that be might be juſt, and the Jay 

4k - of bim that believslh in Jeſus (d). 

m þ £7 ap oves of the righteouſneſs. of Chriſt, in 

of juſtifieation, and rejeRs | all 6rher in com- 

3 par of it; 

2 NR doubtleſs I count all things but toſs for the ex- 

i * tflenty" of the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus my 

& Tord: — and do count aw but dang that 1 
muy win Chriſt z and be fpund in him, not 

ft baving mine own righteouſneſs, w which is of the 

* late, be that which is through the faith of 

q Obi, the righteouſneſs which is of God by 

- Falth (e). 

f : It It paripers the heart (f) 11 workith by bis ts 

h Alt produceth good works (.lt giveth all = 
| 25 to God (+). h 

n It commands the whole foul into a ſubjection to 

4 the revealed Goſpel; making the ſound convert 

y | ab Jrom Phe bears foal form of ben which ts 
| } : | 1 delivered 

1 iS 100 5 * 82 60 Colo i. 108. 

4 Matth. i. 1 (4) Rom. iii. 26, 26. 
- e Phil. iii 8, 9 ) As xv. 9 


g) Gall v. 6. (% James ii. 28. 
. Kom. i iv. 20 


”- f 
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at delivered to him (a) nd epgageth him to abide 


by 1 it to his life's end (5). 
This faith being in the true Chriſtian, a living, 
actuating, animating principle, ſo as to conform 


both his heart and life to the word and will of 


God, is commonly, in the New "Teſtament, 
placed in the very front of practical Religion; 
and there are two very evident reaſons __ this 
faith ſhould be thus prefixed. + 
The firſt is, upon the account of the reel 
influence it hath unto practical Wangen as Spring 
ing by love. 
The love of Chriſt  conftraineth us, - becauſe we 
"bus judge, that if one died for all, then were 
all dead. And that be died for all, that they 
which live ſhould not henceforth live unto them- 
ſelves, but unto him who died for them and 
. roſe again. Therefore if any man be in Chriſt, 
de is à new crealure ; old things are paſſed 
away ; behold, all things are become new (c). 
The ſecond reaſon is, becauſe a living faith will 
moſt certainly teach the ſincere Chriſtian, to im- 
rove the doctrine of redemption, through the 
blood of Chriſt, as the ae argument to uni- 
verſal holineſs. 
i are not your own. For ye are boug bt with 
with a price; therefore glorify God in your bo- 
dy, and in your ſpirit, which are God's (4). 
Be ye holy, for I am holy. — Paſs the time of 
your ſcjourning here in fear. Foraſmuch as ye 
| know that ye were not redeemed with corrupti- 
ble things, ſuch as. ſilver and gold, from your 
vain converſation. — But with the e 


(a) Rom. vi. 17. (3) Ph i 6. 
le) 2 Cor. v. 14 17. (4) 1 Cor, vii. 19, 20. 
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uod of Chriſt; as of a lamb without blemiſb, 
and without ſpot (a). 

| Thie ſum of the argument. — True Religion is 

a thing moſt juſt and reaſonable in its own nature 


<# — 


— — 
* o 
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and moſt neceſſary ind important, both in its pre- 


X ſent and future conſequences. There are ſome 
evident rules to judge of it, and whereby it may 
be known: — The Goſpel gives a ſyſtem of it 
1 1 preferable to all others, of which faith in Chriſt, 
and love and duty to him, are always to be ac- 
counted as fundamental principles: For he that 
* hath ſuch a faith in Chriſt, as to tepoſe all his 
= hope of eternal ſalvation in him, cannot but love 
him; and he that thus leveth him, cannot but 


7 keep bis commandments (b); | 
7 (a) 1. l 16, 17, 18, 19. (5) Jobnaiv, 1g, 


FREE 
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PRACTICAL RELIGION. | 


I. Of the Belief of the Une and __ ons 
of God, © 


PS ALM XC. 2. 


Even from everlaſting to Toy thou art 
, Cad. 


T H AT there is but one oh living and true God, 
of whom are all things, i sa propoſition ſo very 

evident to reaſon, that it ought to be received 
immediately without ho leaſt heſitation z; but how- 
ever, ſince ſome have been fo ſhameleſs as to pre- 
tend to diſbelieve it, it may be ſometimes both 
neceſſary and uſeful to conſider ſome of the more 


common arguments made uſe of in order to prove 


it . 
If ſomething now is, ſomething ever was, or elſe 
there <vas a time when nothing was; bus that there 
a & 7: was 
* How's Living Temple, 11 
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I Daz a time when nothing was, cannot be true; for 


i ſomething now in, and there was a time uo ben uo. 
- ME thing was, then at that time when fomething firſt 
. % began to be, that firſt /omeibing mult give a be- 
; ing te- itſelf : For either à being muſt exiſt 


1 er it can acł, or it muſt act before its exiſtence; 
but no being can act before its exiſtence, becauſe 
all action neceſſarily implies exiſtencte. 
Therefore, ſince no being can give a beginning 

co itſelſ, there muſt be ſome' one being which had 
no beginning; and that one being which had no 
beginning we invoke by the awful and ever vene- 


R g N rable name, GOD. 
33 CONCLUSIONS. ef 
1 WL Grd * independent in bis Being, Will, and Power: 
1 1. God is independent in his Being, 
As there can be but one original author and 
cauſe of all things, all things thus derived muſt 
A |: of _— depend upon this their firſt barn fo 


4 1 God i is e in his Will 
I Y 2 ebe, the divine will | nothing could — 


K N proceed: For what creature can reſtrain or in 
— 1 that will which gave it being? 


be! 3. God is independent in his Power. 


E If the divine will had no exterior motive to 
4 1 form the univerſe, the divine power can have no 


aſſiſtance either in upholding or governing it : For 


how can a derived being bring aid to an unde- 
4 9 rived power ? 
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I.. Cod i 16 infinite 1 in his Power, in bis Frei, 
Ait eat and i in, bis Know Knowledge, SI 
wad 715 God is infinite in his Power. 6% 

He that made one beautiful world out ** no- 
| thing, by an act of his will, could, with the ſame 
infinite eaſe, continue to create new worlds every 
day; and endow every new world with endleſs 
glories beyond the former. From hence the old 
maxim ſeems juſt, God tan do all that be will, 
jane 1 nat do all that be can. 


God is infinite in his Preſence. 


He cannot be circumſcribed by any thing who 
made all things, for then the Creator muſt be 
baunded by his o-]n works; nor can any thing 
extend beyond the limits of all beings. 


3. God is infinite i in his Knowledge. 


Since the nature and eſſence of God are infinite, 
his knowledge muſt be infinite, otherwiſe he could 
not fully know himſelf, or fully comprehend; his 
own perfections. And fince God is the creator 
and preſeryer of all things, he muſt needs know 
all things, not only that have a preſent exiſtence, 
but alſo all things that ſhall have an exiſtence 
chrough all the future periods of time; and that 
in all their numberleſs varieties of kinds, natures, 

ropagations, ſucceſſions and ſituations; other wiſe 
bis knowledge would be leſs than his power. 

And as Gad is the governor of all things, it is 


17 


e 


moſt reaſonable to believe him to have à perfect 


a of all things, not only in their ſimple 
exiſtence, but in all their circumſtances, connex- 
jons, dependencies and durations ; in all the full 
compaſs of their effects and influences, what they 
can or will do themſelves, ang what they will 1 4 

er, 


ww, ws. @* C9 3 _ _ 


f . fer, and whatever influence every individual thing 


PRACTTEALRELIOGION. 23 


can or will have upon another, with all the changes 


| it either will or can paſs through at any diſtant 


point of time; otherwiſe his knowledge would be 
unequal to his providence, concerning which St 


; 3 Paul faith, of bim, and through bin, and to bim 
= are all things (a). | 


It ought not to raiſe a doubt in our minds con- 
cerning God's certain knowledge of all things fu- 
ture, becauſe we cannot conceive which way all 


things can be preſent to him, and lie before him at 
once, and in one complete and entire view; why 
® ſhould we any more doubt whether God can know 


all things at once, by an a& of his underſtanding, 


i than we doubt of his having created all things by 


an act of his will, or that he upholds all things by 
the word of bis power (b)?2v + 

As to the divine knowledge of all things poſſi- 
ble, it muſt be allowed that there are infinite poſſi- 


dilities lying within the compaſs of an almighty 
1 power, which can be ſeen only in the light of an 


infinite underſtanding; but all that Omnipotence 
can dg, infinite knowledge Rn ny with 


© the higheſt certaint /m. 


Thoughts concerning God's certain Fore -know- 
ledge of Contingencies. 


1. BECAUSE many things appear contingent 
(or accidental) to us, it will not follow that they 


#- muſt be ſo to God: can we any more comprehend 


how he can perfectly and at once know all things, 
than we can comprehend how he can do all things ? 
How uncertain, how unſafe is it to form ideas of 
God's way fand' manner of knowing things from 

a, B 4 obſer- 
(a] Rom. xi, 36. (5) Heb. i. 3. 


% PREE! THOUGHTS ON; 
obſervations taken Gmply. from auaſelyey ? Can 
we fully underſtand an of the works of God, either 


in creation or in the methods of his proyidence 2, 


Who, by ſearching can find out God ? Who can find 


out the Almighty lo pe, fection (a) 2 Mo. 07 110; 1 
2. From the idea of a Being infinitely petſect 
we may conclude that he can do all things that are 
conſiſtent with the honour and dignity. of his na- 
ture; but hat ways and methods be can uſe, he- 
yond what have been already uſed in the methods: 
of his providence, . we cannot conceive 4 in like 
manner, from the idea of a Being infinitely perfect, 
we may molt juſtly, conclude that he can certainly 
know all things z but which way he can certainly;. 
ore know contingencies. is, not for mortals to ex. 
plain. We do not certainly knaw that a day with. 
bring forth (b). Shall we therefore. ſay that God 
doth not, only becauſe: we cannot? And how low 
and unworthy muſt the thought be, that the Au- 
thor, Upholder, the Governor and Judge of all 
things, is neceſſitated to draw doubttul, conjectu- 
ral and ſuppoſitious concluſions concerning the fu- 
ture actions, ſtates and conditions of his erea- 
tures? | . 
3. And is not this very contrary to the ac- 
count which the Scripture give of the certain 
knowledge and direction of 1e Almighty as to 
things doubtful to us? Can any thing be more 
doubtful to mankind than the caſting of lots; and 
yet how full and poſitive is the divine word as to 
their iſſue ? The lot is caſt into the lap, but the whole 


giſpojing is of the Lord (c), 


(a) Job xi, 7, (5) Prov. xxvii, 1 
i. 33. | 
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Nr r vie, 
All things appear; nothing ner: 
Thine eye has ſcarch d me thro and thro*, | 


ae e ee 


- Know'ſt ex'ry thought within my breaſt, 


"4 


Ny every po 


Ere thoughts can be in words expreſs d. 
wor is known to the: 


.Whate'er I think, or do, or be, 


- 


+ x 


. 


— 


Is from thy notice never free. 


That hand divine which built my frame, 
And warm'd it with a vital flame, 


Is, to ſupport me, ſtill the ſame. 


Could ſtupid infidelity 
Pervert that love I owe to thee, 
Where from thy preſence could I flee t 


If up to heaven I take my flight, 

Thy glorious throne o'erwhelms my ſight 
Wich blazing majeſty and light. h 
Thro' horrid. ſhades and black deſpair, 

Ef to hell's center I repair, 
Array'd in terrors thou art there. 

If riſing with the morning ray, 

] reach thoſe realms beyond the ſea, 
Whoſe barriers, catch the falling day ; 


Surpriz d, een there I find thy hand, 
And vengeance waits where'er I land, 
To bind thy rebel on the ſtrand. 


Should I to ſhun, impeaching light, 


_  Implore the thickeſt ſhades of night, 


No darkneſs hides me from thy ſight. 
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Heaven 


26 FREE THOUGHTS ON: 
Heav'n, earth and hell; to thee are known: 
And night, and day, are both but onen 
Unchanging, undeclining non. 


4. In all our meditations on the being and per- 
fections of God, it behoveth us to remove as far 
as poſſible from our thought every idea that im- 
plies weakneſs, and even the leaſt degree of im- 

00 


perfection: upon this rule, which is built upon 
Scripture and right reaſon, we may ſafely con- 
clude, that the infinite God knows all things paſt 
without recollection; all things preſent without 
g information: all things future without deduction 


or concluſion. © He 1s the rock, and bis work is 9 
per ſect (a). His underſtanding is infinite (b). 3 
Thoughts concerning the moral Perfections of the 


Deity. 


SINCE it is ſo evident, from the beauty and 
order that ſhines thro* the whole ſtructure of the 
univerſe, that its Author muſt” be an intelligent 
being ; it may be from hence juſtly concluded, 
that he muſt alſo be poſſeſſed of every moral per- 
fection ſuitable to the infinite dignity of his nature. 


1. God is infinite in his Wiſdom. 


As the Creator of the world ſees all things at 
once, and in one complete and entire view of his 
all- comprehending mind; ſo it is moſt juſt to 
conclude, that he orders and diſpoſes of all things, 
throughout his vaſt dominions, with the moſt ex- 
act uniformity and unerring certainty, to the ma- 
nifeſtation of his own glory, as the very higheſt 
end that his works can be directed to. | Sf 

. 2. Go 


(es) Deut. xxxii. 4. (5b) P/alm cxlvii. 5. 
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.._.,\; 2, God is infinite in his Holineſs. 

Buy infinite holineſs is underſtood, that the na- 
ture of God is ſo perfect that it is eternally impoſ- 
fible he ſhould do any thing but what is right: 
that, as he is the ſupreme Lord and Governor of 
the world, he cannot do any thing that tends any 
way to Caſt a ſhade on the glory of any of his per- 
fections in the view of his reaſonable creatures; as 
he is infinitely wiſe, he cannot miſconduct any 
part of his moral government; and as he is infi- 
nitely holy, he will not do it. 


3. To God muſt be aſcribed inflexible Juſtice. 

He that is the great ſuperintendent of the world, 
muſt be ſuppoſed, in all his decrees concerning 
his creatures, and in all his dealings with them, to 
be for ever clear from every imputation of doing 
them any injury; and that at the ſame time he 
preſerves the dignity of his laws and authority for 
ever inviolable. So Abraham ; Shall not the Fudge 
of all the earth do right (a)? 


4. To God belongs eternal Truth. 


By this attribute the rational mind is led to con- 
ceive of the divine Being as acting in every reſpect 


toward his intelligent creatures according to what 


he has given them to expect from him, e. g. 
When he is pleaſed to raiſe in the minds of his 
creatures the hope of his favour and acceptance in 
any way, or in the uſe of any means of his own 
appointing, in their diligent and conſtant applica- 
tion to him in that way, he will moſt certainly and 
infallibly anſwer that hope and expectation ſo fix- 
ed on his promiſe. | 
(Fa On 


(a) Gen, xviii, 25, 
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On the other hand, when he impreſſes upon the 
mind a'dread'of future puniſhment, as the juſt 


reward of diſobedience: to his authority, the con- 
ſcious offender ſhall be ſure to experience the truth 


of his threatning, unleſs” fome way be found to 


make ſatisfattion for the offence committed, pro- 
portionable to the law that is violated, and ſuitable 


to the dignity of the Majeſty offended ; but how 


this can be done, human reaſon, without the af- 
ſiſtance of revelation, cannot explain. 


5. God is a Being of unbounded Goodneſs, 


Of all the divine perfections no one is more uni- 
verially diſplayed in its glory than this of the uni- 
verſal goodneſs of the Father of the creation; 
other perfections are ſubjects of. contemplation, 
wonder and praiſe; this bleſſed attribute is the 
matter of conſtant unintermitted experience: ev 
lovely quality that ſhines in the numberleſs objects 
of ſenſe and reflection, is the ſole effect of the di- 
vine, the immenſe bounty of the Father of the 
creation. With what infinite juſtice and propriety 
is he ſtiled he Falber of mercies (a)? 

The inanimate parts of the creation, which can- 
not enjoy ſenſible happineſs themſelves, are made 
the common repoſitories of good things for the uſe 
of the animal and rational world ; thus the Sun is 
made the reſervoir of light, heat, and genial in- 
fluence to the terraqueous globe: to the Earth is 
given the power of vegetation, that it may pro- 
duce food for its innumerable inhabitants. 

Among rational beings, all that is amiable and 
uſeful is the effect of divine bounty ; and all their 
capacity, either to give or receive pleaſure, j " ſtill 

| rom 


(a) 2 Cor. i. 3. 
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from God the eternal fountain of all bleſſedneſs; 
without - the continual influx of whoſe goodneſs, 
through the various channels of nature, all the va- 
rious dhjects mankind delights in and embraceth, 
as. contributing to human felicity, would loſe, in- 
ftantly, every charming quality, and vaniſh into 
ſhadows . | n 
The goodneſs of the great Author of all things 
is more conſpicuous, and much more extenſive to- 
Wards reaſonable beings than towards the merely 
Animal world: on the animal world are beſtowed 


$3] 


1. That every diſcovery of truth, whether na- 


2 tural.or moral, is originally from God himſelf : 


the ſight of the eye and the beams of the ſun, are 
_ eqjualiy the free gifts of the God of nature: the 

like may be ſaid of Truth, whether natural or mo+ 
ral, whether ſpeculative or practical 3 every parti- 
cle of which is from above, and cometh down from 
him. cuba is the Father of intellectual as well as of 
natural Ig (a). And as only the light of the 
Sun can direct the natural eye to the body of the 
Sun, ſo only that internal intellectual light that 
comes from God can direct the contemplative mind 


to him. B 
enge 2. That 


4 Fove principium Muſe, & Jovis omnia plena. Vike, 


* 
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2. That all ſincere love to God and delight 10 


him, is the ſole effect of divine goodneſs, and con- 
ſtantly depends upon it. 
e love bin becauſe be firſt loved us (a), is, in- 
deed, a maxim of the Goſpel ; nevertheleſs, in 
whatever way God is pleaſed to impreſs upon the 
mind a deep apprehenſion of his goodneſs and love, 
whether, in the way of providence, or in the way 
of redemption by Chriſt, ſtill this manifeſtation of 
divine love will always be fouhd the firſt and moſt 
original inſpiration ,to pious love in the human 
ſoul, if guilt and depravity do not throw, theni- 
. ana ares ah. 
Since without the exertion of almighty power 
no creature could have found exiſtence, ſo with- 
out the manifeſtation of divine love no intelligent 
being could experience true happineſs : and as all 
attraction and inclination towards God, as the ſu- 
preme and ultimate end, is originally from him, 
ſo conſtant acquieſcence and reſting in God, till 
depends upon his continued influence. They that 
know his name will put their truſt in him (b). If 
to ſuppoſe the material world a felf-modeled, ſelf- 
moving machine is a great abſurdity, one would 
be apt to conclude, that to ſuppoſe a moral world 
independent of and uninfluenced by the Father of. 
ipirits, ſhould be an abſurdity but little inferior. 


3. That a lively devotion of all the powers and 
affections of the reaſonable ſoul to God, is a moſt 
eſſential part of true ſound morality. 5 
This will appear, if it be hut rightly conſidered, 
that dependence upon God, a daily acknowledg- 
ment of obligation to God in prayer and praiſe, 
and an hearty and ſincere devotion to him, are not 
N to 


(a) 1 John iv. 10. _ - (8). Pal. ix. 10. 
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to be.accounted as mere marks of ſubjection and 
ſeryitude to the authority of the Creator of the 
world, but as eyidences of his great goodneſs; it 
being infinite condeſcenſion in the Lord of uni- 
verſal nature, to permit is creatures to worſhip 
at his footſtool, and to raiſe their hopes, and fix 
cheir expectations on his favour, whoſe [oving-kind- 
FI nef is better than life (a) : conſtant communications 
of from God, and daily communion with 
him in the way of faith, love and duty, being 
tte pigheſt intereſt, the greateſt favour, and the 
XZ moſt. refined and exalted pleaſure, that a created 
mind can enjoy, either in the preſent life, or in 
the life to come. bat 
6. God is unchangeable. 

Immutability is a certain reſult of infinitude : 
that Which is infinitely good cannot change for the 
better; that which is 1nfinitely powerful cannot 
change for the worſe : that which is infinitely per- 
fect and abſolutely independent, being above all 
impreſſion, emotion or paſſion. 

As God derived his being from none, nothing 
can increaſe his bleſſedneſs; as all beings originally 
flow from him, as they ſtill depend upon him, and 
are ultimately reſolved into him, who is the alpha 
and omega (b) of all things, nothing can diminiſh 
it; for with him is no. variableneſi, neitber ſhadsw 
of turning (c). | 

LE: REFLECTIONS: 

If the doctrine of the being and perfections of 
God is ſo legible on every part of the material 
world, ſure the doctrine of ſpeculative atheiſm, (if 
Aut re it 


= 2 


rr re * 


elt z. 0%) Kev. a 1. 


le] Jane 1. 17. 
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it Be lawful to call it 4 doctrine) nuſt be louded 
with e and TE 42 _— a crea- 
ture, capable of tho a to 
his eyes Pack look rouhd' abeut Rim, 467 Vie ik 
eyes upward, and he muſt be led to his edfthhic 
Jon's « Certainly this vifibſe world eguld not 
ive itſelf a being! is it poMble it ſhovld give 
6 1tſelf its preſent beautiful form; or juſtle itſelf 
c into ſuch conſtant and regular mot n: And 
if he ſhould continue uninſttucted, would not 
every thing in nature conſpite to upbtaid Mis fene. 
leſs infidelity . * imagines * world came by 
chance? 3 J dc 
O graceleſs ttibe, on impious error bent, 
Elaborate in wiſe abſurdities A „ . 5 
| Behold yon heavens glitt ring with farcy. flames, 
Look up, and learn how wiſe the Atchitecd; 
Whoſe {kill divine his penſile temple rand oY 
High in the concave of etherial light ;-' > © 7 
And moulded into one capaciotis globe W ee 
Ĩpbe half round ocean, with the continent | 5 
Conſtant as day purſues night” s flying. rear, wh 
And rallying night treads on the bee . days..; 1 
Alternately i in everlaſting rounds, W sn 
Theſe ſhew — * the variated lights " kigh, 5 
« Roll thro? the void with no uncertain courſe; 
Nor riſe by chance, nor ſet by accident; 
« But the whole ſparkling. fabric of the ſKy 


4b Fein the God e and W 
Nor 


35 * Parcus 8 * in requens 
Inſanientis dum ſapientiæ 5 : 


Conſultzs erro——= Hos. bi; Ode 34, 


/ 


* 2 inne 5 *. 
7 3 — 
ws — a. anm—_ t—. 


> 4 % * — 2 - * 
0 "Sa . Fs "3 
a mus @ to © — — 


PRACTICAL RELIGION. 33 
Nor yet deſcends the monitory voice 
1 o teach a few, with par ſimonious ſound; 

For not a barbarous land, howe'er remote 
From clement ſkies, or from the letter'd — 
But knows, by conſtant obſervation taught, 
Some wiſe, unſeen, determinating power, 
Muſt guide the rolling glories of the pole. 


3 


- 


All our ſtudies of the myſteries of nature ſhould 
lead us directly to God, as the firſt and ſupreme 
3 being, for whoſe pleaſure all things are and were 
XX created (a); whoever ſtops ſhort of this end and 
X deſign, muſt needs loſe both the main pleaſure and 
X higheſt profit of his ſtudies. 
But through the depravity of human nature 
=X theſe elaborate enquiries into the myſteries of the 
= creation too often degenerate into dry ſpeculation 
or bold curioſity, a temper of very dangerous con- 
2X ſequence wherever it prevails; inaſmuch as it tends 
co fill the mind with pride and levity, and takes 
it off from a cloſe application to the ſtudy of things 
that are of Infinirely greater conſequence, 


dan 4a af .m_ Ac. a4 


* 


Am La candidate for thoſe new heav*ns, _ 

Where righteouſneſs builds her eternal thrane, 3 

Above the height of ruinable ſkies (3). 

, 1 Avails it then, within the gliding moon 

| What ſoil, what mountains riſe, what rivers flow, 

What people live, and what is their employ ? 

Learning, how vain, the Goſpel diſregarded | 

A dreary Daze, * a ſmokey midnight torch, 
C Lighting 


(a) Rea,, iv. 11. 
6% 2 Pu. nl 11} 12, 1j. Mal. iv. 2. Fobn ili. 14, 13, 16. 


2 5 by 
: N * 


34 FREE aon 7s ON 


Lighting the ptide · ſtruck, vice · corrupted foul, 
In funeral pomp to her infernal grave. 

Great Saviour of our-orb, be Thou my ſun, 
May thy bright beams illuminate my path, 
And guide my dark bewilder'd ſteps to Thee (a); 
This is the all I wiſh on earth to know ; 
Nor heaven itſelf can more than this beſtow. 
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II. Of the Excellency of the ſacred Scriptures. 


QCHOULD a Chriſtian be aſked why he be- 
lieves the Bible is a ſpecial revelation given WM 
from God to mankind, it may be given as a, re- 
ply ; The ſublimity of the ſubjects, the perfect 
mplicity and ſincerity of the penmen who firſt : 
wrote it, the entire conſiſtency of all the parts 
and the ſcope of. the whole, which is to humble 
: the pride of fallen man, and to advance the glory 
of the free grace of God in his ſalvation through 
Chriſt the only Redeemer; all theſe ſerve to prove 
the Author to be divine, 

The ſupreme excellence of the ſacred writings 
can only be learned from themſelves : theſe, (like 
the heavenly bodies) can be ſeen by no light but 
their own: human learning, arts and ſciences, 
being but like a ſort of glaſſes, which at beſt are 
but foreign mediums, and can yield but a more 
remote alliance and which, through ignorance, 
prejudice, and ill management, too often convey 
error inſtead of truth to the inquiſitive. 


In 
{a) 2 Pet. iii. 11, 12, 13. Mal. iv. 2. Jobs iii. 14, 15, 16. 


n \ 2 
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In all points, eſſential to the ſalvation of man- 


kind, the divine oracles never deliver themſelves 
ambiguouſiy; but are plain, full and expreſſive, 


both as to their meaning and importance. 
This bleſſed directory to eternal life, like the 
Sun, that-beneficent lamp of heaven, ſhines alike 


on all without partiality, and guides the ſteps of 


the moſt illiterate traveller with as much certainty 


as thoſe of the moſt learned philoſopher *. This 


gives it a grandeur worthy. of the God of the ſpi- 


tits of all fleſh. Nor can it be thought that infi- 


nite goodneſs would ſend a revelation into the 


world that. ſhould leave mankind in uncertainties 
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in things df the higheſt concern to their everlaſting 


happineſs. Is there not then ſome ſure way for 
an honeſt enquirer into the Goſpel ſcheme, one 


XZ unſkilled in the learned languages, to attain to 


{ome degree of. certainty as to the main principles 


of Chriſtianity, by the help of a plain faithful 


tranſlation, without the neceſſity of going continu- 
ally upon the forlorn hope of ſchool-ſubtleties and 
criticiim ? And will not the ſuppoſition that Chriſ- 


tianity leaves men in continual doubt as to its main 


articles, and indifferent as to the belief of them, 
exceedingly leſſen the dignity of divine revelation ? 
What can an Infidel think of ſuch a Chriſtian, the 
ſum and ſubſtance of whoſe creed is no more than 
this, that a man may be a very good man in the 
practical part of Religion, let him believe what he 


We're taught by maxims known to ev'ry ſchool, 


All praxis ſtands on ſome eſtabliſh'd rule: 


| C2 Hath 
® I/ai Xxxv. 8 The wey-faring men, though fools, ſhall 


uot err therein. 
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Hath then our Chriſtian faith no certain guide? 
No ſtandard ? nodding ſtill from fide to fide ? 
Shall Reaſon take the helm, . ſhall Reaſon dare 
In Revelation's room our conſcience ſteer ? 

No; ſince we ſee, with horrible diſmay, 
For one arriv'd, ten thouſand caſt away. 

+ Had our belief indeed no fixed law, 

What crooked lines ſhould we in practice draw? 
He vainly boaſts one uniform defign, 

Who heſitates the oracle divine. 

Who then that's wife ſuch queries would prolong, 
Which only make him weak ; temptation ſtrong ? 
Who ever wander'd here, that did not find 

A cloud of darkneſs riſing in his mind? 

Who eber purſu'd this wild, this giddy maze, 
That did not in conjecture end his days? 

Mean while believers, O miſtaken name 

The world's eternal wonder, glory, ſhame ! 
The ſacred word, with ever new delight, 
Read o'er by day, and meditate by night * 
Hence form their judgment, hence their notions 

| bring, 
And trace each doctrine upward to its ſpring ; 
Still, text with text compar'd, each line review, 
Unfolding ancient records by the new. 
Duly as time, conſtant as moments roll, 
Theſe bring immortal vigor to their Soul ; 
By theſe, as by a chart, they ſhape their way 
They life, as thro' a We and rocky ſea: 


Faith 


T P/al.i. 2. — exix. 975 111, 147, 148. 
— vos exemplaria Greca, . 
Nocturnã W . n.anu, verſate diurnd. Hos. 
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 RRACTICAL RELIGION. 37 
Faith pointing ſtill, while waves of trouble riſe, 
To Chriſt, their ſouPs great magnet in the ſkies : 


Hope, their firm anchor, will unmoy'd endure 
All ſtorms in life; and be in death ſecure (a). 


Upon the moſt deliberate and impartial review 
of things, it will appear, that the word of God, 
contained in the Bible, is the only firm baſis on 
which to build a complete ſyſtem of practical Re- 
ligion, and that for the following reaſons ; 


1. That, ſince all mankind are become guilty 
and depraved, the Goſpel lays the only firm and 
laſting foundation for reconciliation to God, in the 
ſacrifice of Chriſt the Redeemer z- otherwiſe of 
what avail would my religious duties be, if I had 
not ſome good ground to hope, that both I my- 


ſelf, and my duties, were acceptable to my Ma- 
ker ? 


2. The Goſpel opens a way for a ſinner, con- 
ſcious of his own weakneſs and depravity, to hope 
and expect from the ſpirit and grace of God all 
thoſe pious diſpoſitions of mind which are of ab- 
ſolute neceſſity to render practical Religion an of- 
fering acceptable to God through Chrift, and alſo 
to make it both profitable and delightful to him- 
ſelf. The Lord giveth grace to the humble (b). 


3. The Bible gives the moſt complete body of 
rules and directions for every moral duty what- 
ever, Which both Reaſon and Religion can re- 
quire. A Shag 7368 
Is Prayer an eſſential and indiſpenſable part of 
natural as well as revealed Religion, where can any 
C 3 directory 


(a) Heb. xii. 2. 1 Pet. i. 8. Heb, vi. 19. 
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directory be found ſo full, ſo conciſe, ſo perfect, 

as our Lord's expitome of devotion, commonly 
called tbe Lord's Prayer? | | 

For a perfect compendium of moral duties, 
where can the world produce an abridgment com- 

parable to the 'Ten Commandments ? 

For a comment upon this ſuccinct body of mo- 
ms can any thing equal Chriſt's own Sermons, 
the Teachings of the ancient Prophets, and the 

Writings of the Apoſtles ? 
For a moſt perfect pattern of piety towards 
God, and goodneſs toward mankind, can any 
thing compare with the life of the ever bleſſed Je- 
fus, whoſe ſoul was all devotion to the will of his hea- 
venly Father, whoſe whole life on earth was one en- 
tire and unintermitted ſeries of acts of benevolence, 
charity and mercy ; and whoſe death was the moſt 
unparalleled inftance that ever earth knew of faith- 
fulneſs to truth, patience under injury, injuſtice 

and cruelty, and of forgiveneſs and charity to ene- 
mies ? | 5 8 | 
Therefore, wherever I read ſuch terms as the 
higheſt Good, the pleaſant Good, the honourable 
Good, the profitable Good, whether in Epictetus, 
Tully or Seneca, or in any other moral philoſopher 
whatever, Pagan or Chriſtian, I ſhould ſtill chuſe 
to bring them all to this ſtandard : To the law and 
to the teſtimony (a). Other books of piety and mo- 
rality may be good and uſeful ; other examples of 
piety and virtue may be animating and inſtructive, 

ut they are none of them perfect; but whoever 
makes the Bible his conſtant rule, and the life of 

. Chriſt his conſtant pattern, may reſt in it with the 
higheſt ſatis faction, that theſe can never miſguide 
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(a) Jai. vill, 20. 
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III. General Rules for the better imder fariding 
of the ſacred Scriptures. ©» 


Iſmiſſing then the more general notion of 
actical Religion, our plan which we ſet out 
upon is practical Chriſtianity properly ſo called, as 
being taught by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and re- 
ceiving all its light, life and power from his word 
and Spirit; this godlineſs is profitable unto all things, 
baving promiſe of the life that not is, and of that 
which 1s to come (a). 

This view will naturally lead to a recommen- 
dation of the ſtudy of the ſacred oracles, on which 
all the hope of the pious Chriſtian depends for 
grace in this life, and glory in the life to come. 

If Horace recommended to his countrymen, 
ambitious of the civilizing arts, to Jay before 
them the celebrated Greek authors, and to read and 
ſtudy them night and day ; how much more will 
it be found to be both for the honour and intereſt 
of the ſerious Chriſtian !o- meditate in the law of 
God day and night (b) ? Search the Scriptures (c), 
faith our bleſſed Saviour, theſe are able to make wiſe 
to falvaltion (d). 

And fince method is of the greateſt uſe in the 
purſuit of every branch of knowledge, it muſt 
er be ſo in this of the profitable reading the 
Bible. | Fares 1324) | 

The rules I propoſe are plain and familiar, and 
ſuch as lie within the reach of one not bred to re- 
gular learning ; for I pretend not to teach Divines, 
but Lay Chriſtians. . ; 

te n 1, Begin 
(a) 1 Tim. iv. 8. (b) P/al. i. 2. a 
(e) Fobn v. 39. (4) 2 Tim. iii. 15. 
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3 Begin all your ſtudies of the word of God 

with humble and devout prayer, that ſo you may 
obtain divine light to direct your judgment, and 
divine grace to determine your choice of thoſe ex- 
cellent things it offers to your conſideration; and 
that you may faithfully diſcharge thoſe various 
duties the law of God requires. 


2. In ſtudying the Bible, make uſe of the AP 
ings of the New Teſtament as the beſt comment 
upon the Old, and compare the prophecies of the 
Old Teſtament with the hiſtory of the New. 


3- To know what was' the faith of the ancient 
Patriarchs and Prophets concerning Chriſt, parti- 
cularly concerning, his divinity, his incarnation, 
the end and deſign of: his obedience to the law, and 
of his ſufferings. and death upon the croſs, of his 
reſurrection from the dead, his aſcenſion into hea- 
ven, the ſpread of the Goſpel through the world, 
and the final judgment of the laſt day; conſider 

diligently. our Lord's Sermons recorded by the 
four Evangeliſts, the Sermons of the Apoſtles re- 
corded in the book of Acts, their ſeveral Epiſtles, 
and eſpecially that to the Hebrews 3: and diligently 
mark thoſe places cited by them out of the Old 
Teſtament in confirmation of the ſeveral points of 
doctrine advanced by them; and from the whole 
learn. the agreement of the faith of the ſaints under 
"we Old Teſtament with theirs under the New“. 


4. As to the devotional part of the divine writ- 
ings, read the Pfalms of David, the book of J, 


and the Prayers of the Patriarchs and Prophets re- 
| corded 


From "Matt. i. 23. compared with Ja. vii 14. to Rev. 
xxii. 13. compared with J. xliv. 6. may be ſeen through the 
New T eſtament an entire chain of connexions and 9 
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corded in the Old Teſtament ; and compare the 
pious workings of their hearts towards God and 
n things, with the devout breathings of 
love toward Chriſt, which are to be obſerved in 
the Apoſtles and primitive Chriſtians; obſerve di- 
ligently the ſameneſs of ſpirit there is in all of 
them: and having ſo done compare this with the 
eneral experience of judicious and exemplary 
hriſtians living in theſe latter ages, who profeſs 
to have felt the power of the Goſpel on their ſouls; 
and from the whole form your judgment of the 
reality and uniformity of experimental Religion. 


6. Endeavour, as much as in you lies, always 
to read the word of God with a humble, unpreju- 
diced and unbiaſſed mind: Do no not teach your Bi- 
ble, but let your Bible teach you, 


Still, modeſtly to learn be your employ : 

A pupil {till in ſacred myſtery. 

As under-graduate, own ſuperior ſkill ; 

As Chriſtian, truſt your God, ſpeak what he will. 
Nor wonder ſhould his oracles impart © 
A Truth beyond the rules of human art: 

A theme that can no evolution find, 

But in his own all-comprehending mind. 

A truth not given for angels to explore, 

But finite minds with duty to adore (a). 
Should cavil riſe within, your pride ſubdue, 

By thinking, God muſt needs know more than you. 
Far inſtance then, in ſacred Writ I ſee 

This myſtery, Three are one; or one is three (b) : 
dTis God that ſpeaks, it muſt be truth to me. 

m Let 


(a) Jai. vi. 15. (35) 1 Jobn v. 7. | 
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Let reaſon here at awful diſtance het aw 
Where God forbears Fexplain,' tis criminal toknow. 


It may be of very great ſervice to ſuch Why dil. 
gently ſtudy the ſacred Scriptures, to endeavour 
to diſtinguiſh well between that tranſitory and con- 
ditional covenant, which God in old time eſtabliſli- 
ed particularly and ſingularly with the Hebrew 
nation; and that eternal covenant of Grace, which 
God the Father made and ſettled with Chriſt his 
Son in eternity, in behalf of his people; which 
covenant, as revealed in the books of the Old and 
New Teſtament, has been the foundation of the 
faith and hope of all believers, in all ages of the 
world; and will continue to be ſo to the end of 
time. . 

Now inaſmuch as the miniſtry of the Hebrew 
prophets lay in teaching both covenants, it ought 
to be carefully obſerved when they ſpeak of the 
one, and when of the other; as alſo, how ſudden- 
ly, and without any previous notice, they often 
glide out of the one into the other. 

To the want of a due attention to this 1 impor- 
tant difference, may be juſtly imputed the miſin- 
terpretation of a multitude of paſſages in the Old 
Teſtament. 

I take it to be a generally received W's amon 
all ſound Proteſtants, that the Scripture is the be 
interpreter of Scripture : upon this principle, I 
cannot but think, (without the leaſt affront offer- 
ed to. human learning) that it is but little imagined 
what a copious ſtock of ſound and uſeful know- 
ledge a plain, induſtrious, honeſt-hearted Chriſtian, 
may gain, * by comparing one Scripture with 

ano- 
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L another *, by the help of a Bible with good mar- 
XX ginal references, and a Concordarice. 


REFLECTIONS. 


F HOW exceeding weak do the human powers 
ſeem when deeply engaged in the ſtudy of the great 
and myſterious ſubject of man's redemption ? 

1 Truly, ſays Solomon, the light is ſweet, and a 
= 7leaſant thing it is for the eyes to behold the Sun (a). 
But the weak organ can take in but a very little of 
the ſun-beam, and can endure but for a moment, 
as it were, to look directly upon that bright lumi- 
nary before it begins to feel a very ſenſible pain, 
== occaſioned by its great diſproportion to the object: 
Thus while the mind is employed in devout medi- 
tation on the glorious ſubjects contained in the 
= Goſpel, it finds an inward divine pleaſure, but 
*# ſoon faints beneath the weight of unutterable ſplen- 
doors. 


* 


eee 


Fair Stars, fair Moons, ten thouſand Suns, 
With all their beams diſplay'd, 

Amid” the blaze, decline at once, 

And dwindle into ſhade F. 


But beſides this natural weakneſs of the human 
mind, arifing from the diſproportion of its powers 
to the ſublimity and immenſity of the ſubjects of 
contemplation, there is alſo a weakgeſs which is 
the effect of moral depravity; aad from hence 


come 


* This I take to be a very conſiderable part of Saint Paul's 

meaning, comparing ſpiritual things with ſpiritual, 1 Cor. ii. 13. 
(a) Eccleſ. xi. 7. 

ÞT Behald, even to the moon, and it Hineth not; yea, the lars 

are not pure in his fight, Job xxv. 5. 


* 
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come the unſteadineſs of our attention, the flatneſs 
of our devotion, and the ſtrong propenſity we find 

| | within us to ſtart aſide from theſe moſt noble and 

molt intereſting ſubjects to things of inexpreſſibly 
leſs conſequence. | 

While the myſteries of nature and art exhauſt 
the ſpirits, and abſorb the very ſoul of the phi- 
loſopher, with what difficulty does the Chriſtian 
raiſe his thoughts to God ? What variations of 
frame, what fluctuation of heart, does he find, 
through mere human frailty, and yet in compari- 


fon of all other enjoyments he is ready to fay, 
None but Chriſt, none but Chriſt *? 


Could I but once this heavenly pleaſure find, 
To all of earth I'd be for ever blind. 


* 


eee 44. 
IV. 4 Diſplay of vital Cbriſtianity. 


O diſtinguiſh ſound practical Chriſtianity from 
that which is counterfeit, let the genuine ef- 
fects of it, in the hearts and lives of men, be de- 
liberately conſidered. | 
Chriſtianity, in its living power, tends to lay a 
perſon, very low in his own apprehenſion, as under 
a clear and irreſiſtible conviction, that he is a very 
guilty and depraved ſinner, in the ſight of an in- 
finitely holy and juſt God (a). : 
It tends to fix all the hope of the penitent ſinner - 
on the mercy of God alone, through the infinite 
merits of Chriſt his Saviour (5). T 
| ˖ 
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® The laſt dying words of Lambert the martyr. = 
(a) Rom. vii. through. (s) Philip. iii. 7— 14. 
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It much inclines the heart and affections to de- 
vout meditation and private prayer (a). 

It leads to a fincere endeavour after holineſs of 
heart and mind. It produces the fruits of a holy 
converſation in the world (5). 2 

True Chriſtianity powerfully inclines and com- 
mands the conſcience to upright and impartial 
dealing towards all men, as in the fight of God. 

It delights much in acts of kindneſs and benevo- 
lence, ſo far as lies within the Chriſtian's power. 
It yields a ſecret ſenſible ſatisfaction to the pious, 
that he is in any capacity to relieve the diſtreſſed, 
or that he can be any way helpful to any one who 
may ſtand in need of aſſiſtance. 

True vital Chriſtianity will teach a man how, 
with a ſincere mind, to pity and pray tor an ene- 
my; as conſidering that whoever does his neigh - 
bour a wilful wrong is liable in the end to be by 
far the greater ſufferer, by expoſing himſelf to the 
righteous anger of the Almighty. 

In acts of charity to the poor, the humble 
Chriſtian avoids as much as poſlible all affected of- 
tentation (c), as being taught by experience, that 
the pureſt pleaſure flows trom concealed benevo- 
lence ; and if any thing can prevail upon his mo- 
deſt tender heart to make any act of generoſity pub- 
= it mult be the deſire of ſetting a good exam- 
ple. | 

Concealed Charity, like the precious dew of 
heaven, deſcending ſilently from above, ſteals as 
it were unawares on the weak and tender plant, and 
refreſheth it under the wing of the evening ; while 
oltentatious noiſy beneficence, like a violent haſty 


ſhower, 


(a) Epheſ. vi. 17, 18. (% Philip, iv. 8. 
(c) Matt. vi. 1-4. | F 
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ſhower, e of orroting, cruſheth the modeſt 
indeed. 

The ſüncere Chriſtian endeavours to avoid all 
known wilful ſin, not merely from the dread of 
future puniſhment ; but becuaſe he believes the 
eye of his God is always upon: him 3. and above 
all, as conſidering God to B his heavenly Fa- 
ther, | his moſt bountiful, benefactor, and his beſt 

rie 

One of the Fathers being aſked what it was to 
be a Chriſtian, anſwered, 4 Chriſtian is one that 
follows Chriſt t. 

This ſhort definition of practical Chriſtianity 
muſt certainly intend much more, (it well explain- 
ed) than a mere outward imitation of the actions 
of Chriſt recorded in the four Evangeliſts: a true 
Chriſtian is one in whom the holy Spirit of Chriſt 
dwells, as in a living temple (a). The inward 
principles of grace implanted in his ſoul animate 
and actuate him during his continuance in this 

mortal life (5): and the living image of his Sa- 
viour he will carry into eternity with him; not- 
withſtanding all the temptations and weakneſſes 
of his preſent ſtate (c). By theſe characteriſtics 
true Chriſtianity ſtands well diſtinguiſhed from 
dead formal Religion on the one hand, and from 
ſuperſtition and enthuſiaſm on the other. 
Bodily exerciſe profiteth little (d). Mere exter- 
nal Religion, (be it ever ſo regular, or in appear- 
ance be it ever ſo ſhowy) having no internal root 
to ſupport it, can never hold long. 

Nor does the profitableneſs of Chtiſtianity * in 
tie moſt conſiſtent ſett of notions, but in an in- 
wrought 
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9 Theſe are they which folliw the Lamb whitherſoever he 
goeth, Rev. xiv. 4. 
(a) 1 Cor. vii. 19. % Rom, viii. 14. 
(„% 1 John iii. 3. (4) 1 Tim. iv. 8. 
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wrought experience of the living power of the 
Goſpel z in the purity of the heart (a), and in the 
heavenlineſs of the enjoy ments (5) : a world can- 
not make a ſenſual man happy; nor can poverty, 
or any temporal affliction whatever, make the 
pious miſerable (c). 

Superſtition and enthuſiaſm, though they ever 
ſo much mimic the experimental part of true pie- 
ty, yet, when examined candidly and impartially, 
will be found to be as undetermined as, the figure 
of a cloud, and as.thin and vaniſhing as the colours 
of the rainbow; while the impreſſions wrought on 
the inmoſt powers of the regenerate, are uniform, 
deep, and durable. * 

The external part of Chriſtianity the graceleſs 
may embrace, and the outward actions of the 
pious the iriſincere may imitate; but yet there re- 
mains ſomething within that can never be counter- 
feited. The ſound convert is willing not only 
to leave all and follow Chriſt, and even to lay 
down his life for his name's ſake, if called to it; 
but all this he will do with his ſoul proſtrate before 
the mercy- ſeat of his God, under the deepeſt ſenſe 
of his own utter unworthineſs, relying alone on 
the merit, righteouſneſs and grace of his Redeem- 
er for eternal ſalvation (4). " 
This is to be a Chriſtian, and this is the true 
glory of . the Chriſtian profeſſion ; in compariſon 
of which all external pomp and parade is but like 
ſounding braſs, or a tinkling cymbal. 

: It is the unhappy error of many, that they are 
= terrified from the practice of picty, by the notion 
F: they have imbibed, chat ſtrict godlineſs deſtroys 
121 the 
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(a) Mart. v. 8. (b) Philip. iii. 20. 
(e) Rom. viii. 32—39. (4) Plillp. iii. 7-9. 
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the pleaſures of human Life; far from it: true 
Chriſtianity is ſo far from prohibiting any of the 
innocent gratifications of nature, that it purifies, 


ſublimates, and ane ft _— en- 
| Joyment. *K 


O piety, thou beauteous, nn . 

Thy comforts ſoften every mortal care; 
Thy pleaſures ſweeten every earthly toil ; 

The ſweatful day, the watch by midnight ol 

Thy preſence chears the friendleſs and alone, © 
Midſt Greenland-ſnows, or on the burning zone; 
Relieves, when every earthly joy is fed. 3 
Revives the heart, ſupports the drooping head, | 
Amidſt the pains that wait a dying be. 
O ſtupid ſouls, by what dire fondneſs driven,” 
For ſordid ſloth to loſe the joys of heaven! 


Whoever does but deliberately conſider hs deep 
depravity of human nature, and what a fearful 
condition the world was in at the time when the 
Goſpel made its firſt entrance into it , need not 
ſo exceedingly wonder that doctrine and precepts 
ſo divine, ſo heavenly, ſo pure, and ſo perfectly 
free from every looſe. indulgence, ſhould meet 
with ſuch violent oppoſition in the world, in 
every age, and in every place where it comes: for 
the Apoſtles and primitive Chriſtians were them- 


ſelves ſuch: inſtances of - temperance, 'patience, 


weanedneſs from the world, and mortification to 
every Ne, ſenſual, or ſelfiſh indulgence, as 
undeniably 


+ The religious rites of the Pagans were deeply tinctured 


with obſcenity, and their mythology was {tufted with the lewd 
pranks of their deities. 
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undeniably demonſtrated that the ſevereſt injunc- 


tions of the Goſpel were practicable; yet thoſe 


who had not felt its irreſiſtible power on their own 
ſouls, 'would not be perſuaded to follow their ex- 
ample, no not in hope of everlaſting bleſſed- 
neſs; and as it was then with the Pagan world, fo 
it is with the abandoned, licentious part of the 
Chriſtian world to this day. And yet bad as this 


may appear, and really is, to the view of the 


truly godly, this is not by far the worſt of the 
preſent caſe and condition of the Chriſtian world ; 
for not only the openly lewd and vicious, but alſo 
many profeſſed Moraliſts, are at continual war 
with the doctrine and profeſſion of experimental 
Religion, and are ready to raiſe all the cavils and 


objections they can invent againſt it. 
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V. Some of the more popular Objections againſt 
experimental Religion conſidered ; and a ras 
tional Reply given. t 


ANY, who are diſaffected to the doctrine of 
ſupernatural grace, labour hard to reſolve all 
the moſt extraordinary effects of Chriſtianity, diſ- 
coverable in the tempers and lives of the more re- 
markably pious, into ſome natural cauſe, or into 
ſome extraordinary incidents in life; which they 
imagine have given their minds a ſtronger bias 
than ordinary towards contemplative or devotional 
Religion. N 5 | $304 
Sometimes theſe inſtances of piety, zeal and de- 
votion, are imputed to a happineſs of natural incli- 
nation, ſome perſons being of a much more affable 


D and 


| traordinary flow of natural ſpirits, and their con- 


ry toward devotion; which they fly to as a re- 
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and ductile temper than others ; or they are 
calm and temperate in their paſſions and — 
tions towards ſenſual pleaſures, and conſequently 
have more the command of themſelves than man- 
kind commonly have: at other times theſe lively 
efforts of Religion are made the mere effects of 
education, or are produced by ſome one paſſion 
more than ordinary predominant in their conſtitu- 
tion: thus their great zeal is occaſioned by an ex- 


ſtancy proceeds from a particular firmneſs and i in- 
flexibility in their temper. . 

If theſe ſuggeſtions fail, endeavour is ved to 
find out, if poſſible, ſome croſs event or other in 
the hiſtory of their life, which they imagine is 
the reaſon why they appear ſo much more religious 
than is common; theſe, ſay they, being, ſome way 
or other, thwarted in their natural inclination, de- 
ſpair has given them a ſtronger turn than ordina- 


fuge from melancholy, or as an amuſement ſuit- 
ing with their grave and ſolemn temper ; as plays, 
muſic and dancing ſuit with gay ſpirits. 
And ſince many of the moſt ſtrictly pious are 
of the more common or lower claſs in human life 
their neglect of the pleaſures and indulgences of 
ſenſe, and their apparent coldneſs to them, are 
aſcribed to their want of breeding and taſte z or 
they do not gratify themſelves as others do for 
want of opportunity of living more treely : Theſe 
evotees to Religion, as they are often called, 
have no notion "of living in any other but in their 
own plain low way, being born and educated en- 
tire ſtrangers to the pleaſures of genteel life; or if 
they had any. taſte, or inclination to them, their 
narrow 
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narrow circumſtances forbid their free enjoyment 
of theſe human felicities. 

And while ſo much time and ſtudy is ſpent in 
miſrepreſenting and depreciating the pure, the 
exalted pleaſures that attend true godlineſs; no 
leſs pains are taken to ſet in the moſt diſagreeable 
and formidable light imaginable the trouble and 
diſtreſs of mind that the truly pious feel upon the 
account of their conſciouſneſs of daily ſin, and 
the depravity of their nature: if the joys of the 
true Chriſtian are repreſented as airy, viſionary, 
and fantaſtic, his ſorrows are alſo repreſented as 
needleſs, as irrational, as abſurd and fanatical. 


A rational Reply to the forementioned Objections &. 


THAT man is, in his preſent condition, and 
during this mortal life, a weak frail creature, 
averſe to good and prone to evil, is a truth ſadly 


evident to all the conſiderate part of mankind ; a 


truth too evident to be denied with any colour of 
reaſon. And it is not to be ſuppoſed that the ſoul 
of man came out of the hand of God its Creator 
thus defective, or having any vicious inclination 
cleaving to it. * | 
This being allowed, we cannot but ſuppoſe this 

deflexion from God mult needs incur his diſplea- 
ſure: who can but believe that a holy and juſt 
God mult be angry with the defacing of his moral 

2 image 


I call the following remarks a rational Reply, not that hu- 
man reaſon is, of itſelf, any competent judge of experimental 
Religion ; but to ſhew how abſurd and unreaſonable the ob. 
jections are that are commonly brought againſt it, inſtead of 
their being, (as many imagine) unanſwerable. 
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image inſtamped on the ſoul of man at his firſt 
formation ? 
Mankind having thus. loſt their original integri- 
ty, and falling under the juſt diſpleaſure of the 
Almighty, the queſtion becomes "deeply ſerious 
and awful; How fhall a creature, in ſuch unhappy 
circumſtances, obtain the favour of his e and 
be reſtored to bis primilius bappineſs? ä 
Man is by the means of ſin become liable to the 
ſtroke of death every moment; and to lanch into 
the unknown boundleſs ocean of eternity at uncer- 
tainties about a future ſtate of exiſtence, this ſingle 
conſideration were dreadful beyond expreſſion; 
this were to take an immenſe horrible leap in the 
dark, like him that finiſhed lite with the tremen- 
dous ſoliloquy, O my poor wandering, trem- 
bling, naked ſoul, into what place of darkneſs 
« art thou now going“? 
But to ſuppoſe a perſon as ſtanding on the brink 
4 eternity, and at the ſame time his eyes wide 
to ſee his imminent danger, with the guilt of 
eee ſins lying heavy upon his conſcience, 
this muſt make dus: uindition diſtreſſing even to the 
laſt degree: what confolation can now be adminiſ- 
tred? Will it Pe his pain to be told of God's 
— 50 goodneſs ton his creatures, when he 
nows he has neglected- and abuſed the mercies of 
his Creator more thatven -thouſand times over ?. 
What comfort can he draw from the reflexion on 
abuſed goodneſs ? Will it relieve his anguiſh to bes 
told, that a merciful God did not make man that 
he ſhould be miſerable tor ever, for ſome faults 
and follies committed during a ſhort, frail and 
tranſitory life? that the wiſe "and merciful Super- 
c intendent 
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intendent of the world knows man to be a; frail 
weak creature, and that he lives in a world full of 
ſnares and temptations, and therefore is willing to 
make all reaſonable allowances for human failings 
and miſcarriages, in conſideration of his fincere 
repentance and amendment of life? that it is not 
conſiſtent with the natural notion of the wiſdom 
and juſtice of God, to ſuppoſe he will require 
more of his creatures than they have power to do; 
and, if he does but take up a firm reſolution to 
live a new life, God will undoubtedly have mercy 
upon him, and accept of his ſincere endeavour ? 
But how ſhall he know that a ſtrictly juſt and 
righteous God will make ſuch allowances for his 
ſinful failings and follies ? How ſhall he be ſatis- 


fied that his repentance and amendment of life will 


appeaſe God's anger, and procure reconciliation 
to the divine favour ? It is highly reaſonable, and 
agreeable to the nature of things, to ſuppoſe it 
ſhould be ſo. 

But hitherto there has been nothing offered but 
a collection of mere ſuppoſitions and aſſertions, 
without proof ; which, however they may content 
a mind that is at eaſe, and that never yet felt the 
weight of the guilt of ſin, will do nothing in the 
preſent extremity. The guilt and danger of the 
convinced {inner are to him real awful things, that 
create in him ſuch a deep ſolicitude, as will not 
be amuſed or diverted with empty, airy imagina- 
tons. g 

But upon the ſuppoſition that ſincere repentance, 
and turning to God by new obedience, and there- 
upon relying on his mercy, were the true and 
proper terms of forgiveneſs, and the conditions of 
his reconciliation to God; allowing all this, what 
comfort will it afford to one in the preſent extremi- 

D 3 ty ? 
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ty ? Upon trial it will be found, that the convic- 
tion of his utter inability to repent ſincerely of his 
fins ſo as to turn from them to God, in the way of 
ſincere obedience, relying on his mercy, for for- 
giveneſs and acceptance, is as clear and full as the 
conviction of his guiltineſs: as well may the viſi- 
tants round the bed of a dying man exhort him to 
exert himſelf, and purſue the common labours of 
life: as well may the friends of the condemned 
malefactor, perſuade him reſolutely to break his 
fetters and reaſſume his liberty, as perſuade him 
by any power or ſtrength of his own to turn to 
God with all his heart, believing and relying upon 
his mercy for forgiveneſs ; it appearing to him in 
a clear and ſtrong light, that it theſe opnditions 
of ſalvation were to be performed, by any ſtrength 
or power of his own, he muſt remain for ever 
miſerable. | | 
Allowing then that theſe deep diftreſſes of mind 
upon the account of the guilt of ſin, and the total 
depravity of human nature are juſt and real; (as 
doubtleſs they appear to thoſe who feel them, 
whatever they may ſeem to thoſe who do not) this 
being granted, what can adminiſter ſound and ſo- 
lid comfort in the preſent ſuppoſed caſe, but ſome 
very plain aud poſitive declaration given in the ſa- 
cred Scriptures, that God will graciouſly and freely 
forgive the humbled, diſtreſſed, penitent ſinner, 
through, or upon the account of the atonement 
which Chriſt has made by his laſt ſufferings and 
death upon the croſs ; and that alſo he will enable 
him to act faith on the promiſe, and hereafter live 
a life of ſtrict holineſs ? Upon the whole, let the 
former method of adminiſtring comfort from the 
conſideration of the general goodneſs of God to all 
his creatures, be compared with that which the 
| | Goſpel 
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Goſpel reveals, and there muſt needs appear a very 
wide and even immenſe difference. How lively, 
how ſtrong, how ſolid the faith, hope and joy 
raiſed by the one? how precarious and conjectural 
the truſt repoſed in the other? So that it is no 
more than doing juſtice to the cauſe of experimen- 


tal Chriſtianity to ſay with Dr Watts, 


1 Let everlaſting glories crown 
Thy head, my Saviour and my Lord ; 
Thy hands have brought ſalvation down, 
And writ the bleſſings in thy Word. 


2 What if we trace the globe around, 
And ſearch from Britain to Fapan, 
There ſhall be no Religion found 
So juſt to God, ſo ſafe for man. 


3 In vain the trembling conſcience ſeeks 
Some ſolid ground to reſt upon; 
With long deſpair the ſpirit breaks, 
Till we apply to Chriſt alone. 


4 How well thy bleſſed truths agree! 
How wiſe and holy thy commands! 
Thy promiſes how firm they be ! 
How firm our hope and comfort ſtands | 


And ſince theſe inwrought impreſſions, whether 
of deep diſtreſs on the one hand, or of ſerene joy 
and pleaſure on the other, are known, not to a 
few only, but to many in every age of the world; 
and by perſons of every rank and character, and 
of every age and condition in life, it may ſerve 
much to ſtrengthen the argument, 

| D 4 To 
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Jo all that has been. hitherto offered it will be 
ſtill objected, that all theſe profeſſed experiences, 
and others of the like nature, are no proof to 
any perſon that has not in himſelf felt the ſame. 

In anſwer to this plauſible objection, it muſt be 
allowed, that theſe experiences cannot be ſuppoſed 
to be ſo convincing to thoſe who never felt them, 
as to thoſe that have; yet notwithſtanding, ſince 
they are ſo common, and are continually to be 
found in the world, ſince they are ſo conſiſtent and 
ſo uniform one to another, and ſince they come 
to hand ſo well atteſted by perſons of the beſt cha- 
racter for integrity of life, for ſincerity, for ſound 
learning, for candor and good ſenſe, they cannot 
but deſerve ſome conſiderable ſhare of regard in 
the way of arguments. As for inſtance, 

May not any ſober impartial enquirer into the 
grounds and reaſons of Chriſtianity think thus 
with himſelf. << Is it not highly poſſible that theſe 
e great changes and alterations, both of ſentiment 
&« and diſpoſition, wrought on the powers of the 
« human mind, may be real things? why ſhould 
« I think theſe accounts either ridiculous or incre- 
&« dible? Am F not conſcious to myſelf that I 
have within me a depraved and vicious diſpo- 
&« fition, inclining me to evil things which I know 
„ I ought not to do? and at the ſame time do I 
« not find a great reluctance to a cloſe and ſerious 
e application to good things, things which I 
„% know in my judgment are of the higheſt con- 
« cern both for my preſent and future happineſs ? 
And fince I know myſelf to be a ſuch a frail, 
« weak and ſinful creature, why may not the afflic- 
< tive ſenſe others profeſs to have upon the ac- 
« count of their ſinfulneſs be as real as mine, 
& though much deeper? or have I any juſt rea- 
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« ſon to ſuſpect it becauſe it is more than mine? 
Do I know, or can I certainly judge, how deep 
<« the pains of an awakened accuſing conſcience 
« may poſſibly go? or becauſe I have not under- 
« gone theſe pains myſelf, will it therefore follow 
„% that none elſe have? 

May not theſe awful impreſſions be made up- 
% on the human ſoul by the great God, to whom 
all hearts are fully known? may not that Being, 
to whom all reaſonable creatures are accountable, 
«© be the Author of them, for very wiſe and juſt 
« reaſons; ſuch as, to reclaim a profligate ſinner 
„ from his vicious courſe of life; to deter him 
and others from falling in with ſtrong tempta- 
& tions to unlawful things for the future, and 


c 


Lad 


* 


bring them to a ſound and thorough repentance 


« and reformation?“ 

« And has it not been often ſeen, that theſe 
« anxieties of ſou] have ended happily ; ſo that 
„ when the afflicted perſon has conceived hope of 
„ pardon, and of the favour of God upon the 
© Goſpel-ſcheme, he has, ever after, been a 
* ſhining example of piety and goodneſs ? and 
* and though in ſome inſtances theſe ſeemingly 
«« ſtrong convictions have not anſwered all the 
« ends that might have been wiſhed or expected, 
yet theſe particular miſcarriages ought not to be 
* accounted as any juſt objection againſt the truth 
of the whole.“ 

And beſide the ſincerity that appears in ma- 
„ny perſons that are in theſe circumſtances, do 
they not give all the proofs that can be reaſona- 
e bly deſired, that they are no wild Enthuſiaſts * 

e Or 

* A Poet and Prophet were anciently terms equivalent, be- 


cauſe prophecies, both divine and heathen, were delivered in 
poeſie. 
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« or Fanatics, but are perfectly ſound in their 
« judgment as any other perſons whatever? have 
« they not as much reaſon and common ſenſe as 


| 4 


thoſe who deſpiſe them? have they not many of 
% them as good natural parts, as ſound and as 
& general learning, as extenſive knowledge of 
e the world, books, men and things as other 
«© men generally have? If it be ſo, would it not 
% be much more candid and ingenuous in me, 
<< to believe what comes to me atteſted by ſo ma- 
«© ny honeſt and able hands, though I do not un- 
« derſtand it, than deny and deſpiſe it, only be- 
« cauſe J am at preſent in the dark about it?“ 

It may be, all who profeſs to be enquiring af- 
ter truth, may not reaſon ſo impartially as could 
be wiſhed ; but if they do not, the thing in queſ- 
tion can be no leſs true upon that account. And, 
if after all that can be ſaid in defence of experi- 
mental Chriſtianity, ſome who value themſelves 
much upon their cool rationality, ſhould think this 
myſterious doctrine is too much inſiſted on, and 
that its being to them uninveſtigable renders it at 
leaſt ſuſpicious, they muſt be left to think juſt as 
they pleaſe z while at the ſame time others will 
take the liberty to think and ſpeak as they find 
and feel. The wind bloweth where is liſtetb, and 
thou heareſt the ſound thereof, but canſt not tell 
whence it cometh and whither it goeth : fo is every 
one that is born of the Spirit, We ſpeak that we do 
know, and teſtify that we bave ſeen, and ye receive 

| | not 


poeſie. Now in imitation of this ancient mode or form of 
diviue poetic enthuſiaſm, (or enthuſiaſtic preſie) the Devil alſo 
vouchſafed to his poets, (eſpecially ſuch as were immediately 
employed in his worſhip and ſervice) a diabolical inflation. 
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not our witneſs (a). But whether others will re- 
ceive the witneſs or not, He that believeth on the Son 
of God hath the witneſs in bimſelf (b); and having 
received the divine teſtimony into his ſoul, is able 
to ſet to Dis . that God is true (c). 


. eee 
VI. Of Cliſet - Devotion. 


PSAL M CIX. 4. 
I give myſelf unto Prayer. 


I N. the 3 circle of practical piety, there will 

hardly be found any one Chriſtian duty that 
will be attended with more profit and pleaſure ; 
and that will afford a more comfortable evidence of 
ſincerity than a delightful and frequent engage- 
ment in Cloſet-Prayer. So the Pſalmiſt found by 
his own happy experience; It is good, (faith he) 
for me to draw near io God (d). And there is this 
advantage in it, that a perſon who delights in it 
is free from the temptation of making an oſtenta- 
tious ſhow of his Religion (e); and from the ſuſ- 
picion that he practiſeth it for worldly advan- 
tage (J). 

it remains an unmoveable ground of encou- 
ragement to every ſincere ſoul, in his approaches 
to God, that he is, according to his own gracious 


word, a God hearing prayer C). And by this 


glorious 
(a) John iii. 8— 14. (b) 1 Jobn v. 10. 
(e) John iii. 33. (4) P/al. Ixxiii. 28. 
(e) Matt. vi. 5, 6. (/) Matt. xxui. 14. 


(g) P/al. xv. 2. 
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glorious character be is known en all gene- 
rations (a). 


And ſtill, to give che anger encouragement 
to the conſtant and diligent attendance to this duty, 


thoſe bleſſings that are of a ſpiritual nature, as re- 


garding the enjoyment of preſent grace, as prepa- 
ratory to future glory, are moſt frequently and 
abundantly promiſed, and all poſſible encourage- 
ment is given to aſk them at the throne of grace (6). 
And further, ſince the deyout Chriftian is ſo con- 
ſcious of his own inability to pray as he ought, 
divine aſſiſtance is alſo moſt freely, frequently, 
and largely promiſed (c) : theſe divine aids are em- 
phatically and comprehenſively called ihe ſpirit of 
grace and of ſupplications (d). 

At the happy hour of converſion the holy Spirit 
turns all the powers and affeftions of the human 
ſoul towards God, as the center of all true bleſſed- 
neſs (e). Now the renewed creature IS, as it were, 
all prayer (/), all devout deſires going out after 
God in Chriſt, as finding no reſt but in him (g). 
And 

This ſpirit of prayer and ſapplieations is pro- 
miſed to be poured out, denoting its freeneſs and 
its plenty, as the ſhowers of rain. pour out of the 
clouds : for as the ſhowers of rain are the gift of 
a ſovereign Providence, fo the ſpirit of prayer is 
the gift of ſovereign Grace: and well may it be 
thought ſo; ſince all that light, in which the re- 
generate behold their own ſpiritual wants, in 
which they behold the glory and excellency of 
Chriſt, and grace and holineſs, and every heaven- 


ly 


(4) Pah, ac. . (6) Heb. iv. 16. Luke al 13. 
() Rom. viii. 26. (4 Zech. xii. 10. 
(e) P/al. Ixxili. 25, V/) Fal. cix. 4. 
lg) P/al. lagi, 8. 
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ly object, is from above; and when all their ſpiri- 
tual deſires are of Chriſt's own raifing, 

This __ of prayer and ſupplication is truly 

divine eloquence, in compariſon of which, the 
moſt elaborate orations of a mere human-compo- 
ſition are but ſo many beautiful arrangements of 
high-ſounding phraſes. 
God's higheſt throne is his mercy-ſeat : there 
divine grace and love-ſhine in their higheſt exalta- 
tion. And never is the devout foul ſo near heaven, 
as when proſtrate before it; never is the Chriſtian 
ſo full of comfort, as when he can molt freely utter 
his deſires, wiſhes and complaints here. This du- 
ty of Cleſet-Prayer, thus conſtanily attended to, 
and thus bleſſed: from above with new ſupplies of 
grace, theds a heavenly flavour on all the other 
duties of the Chriſtian life; as he that lives in the 
midſt of ſweet perfumes cannot avoid carrying 
—— of the fragrancy about with him, go whither 

e will. | 

The name, (i. e. the grace) of Chriſt is as oint- 
ment poured forth (a); and thoſe who live in near 
and intimate communion with him, cannot fail of 
having their ſpirits deeply tinctured with it. Theſe 
will read the Scriptures, meditate on divine ſub- 
Jets, and converſe on ſpiritual things, in a very 
different manner than the generality of profeſſors 
at this day commonly do : theſe will drink in the 
Goſpel-· doctrines, as the thirſty ground drinks in 
the ſummer ſhowers : this ſpirit and temper will 
make the Chriſtian's converſation grave without 
ſourneſs ; pious without affectation; warm and 
zealous, (and at the ſame time calm and rational) 
without Enthuſiaſm z loving and affectionate with- 
out fawning; free and open without oſtentation; 
ſteady 


(a) So]. Seng. i. 3. 


62 FREE THOUGHTS ON 
ſteady and firm in Chriſtian - principles without 
bigotry. Such pious ſouls, devoted to the duties 
of the cloſet, are for the moſt part exceeding mo- 
deſt; but, if they are conſtant and frequent in 
theſe heavenly exerciſes, all their humility and 
baſhifulneſs will not be able long to conceal their 
improvement from the diſcerning Chriſtian *. 

In Cloſet-Retirement time is ſet apart purpoſely 
for converſe with God, the believer's heavenly 
Father, and his beſt frienc. 

Amidſt the hurry and clutter of worldly buſi- 
neſs, the contemplative ſoul gets now and then a 
glance of heaven, and dartsup, it may be, fre- 
quent warm <aculations ; but theſe ſadden ſallies 
of the ſoul are but like ſpeaking to a friend in 
company, which hinders freedom: he longs to 
retire, that he may converſe with his heavenly 
Father without interruption; the pious ſoul has 
much to ſay to his God, his Saviour, which it 
were no way proper or needful to ſpeak in the 
hearing of any ; and beſides, now the heaven- 
born creature can indulge a holy freedom with his 
heavenly Father; now he can lie as low as he will, 

roſtrate himſelf as much as he will at the foot- 
ſtool of divine mercy, confeſſing his ſins with 
fincere ſhame and bluſhing, without any fear of 
being checked by the eye of the proud, or the 
ſneer of the profane ; now he can ſpeak to his 
heavenly Father in his own child-like, native, fa - 
miliar language, unawed by the frown of the 
graceleſs orator, whoſe prayer is at beſt but a ſtu- 


died compliment offered to his God. Here bro- 
ken 


Our converſation is in heaven, Phil, iii. 20 7. e. our com- | 
merce or negotiation, as the original word imports. 
: The thrifcy trader, if he is wiſe. talks but little of his gain, 
while he that i is near breaking is oftentimes all noiſe and bluſter. 
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ken ſentences, ſighs and ſobs, meet with a gra- 
cious acceptance from him whoſe eyes are always 
upon the rigbieous, and his ears always open to their 


cry (a). 


4 * 
- 


The rich advantages attending the diligent diſ- 


charge of the duty of Cloſet-Prayer are indeed 
very many, and very great; ſuch as might ſufft- 
ciently recommend the practice of it to all; and 
the ſtiffneſs and diſinclination of moſt to it, riſe 
chiefly from the want of a more thorough experi- 
mental conviction of its uſefulneſs *. 

It is not impoſlible to find in the compaſs of the 
world ſome perſons of ſo lazy a temper as to re- 
fuſe gold, if they muſt be at the pains of digging 
and ſweating for it ; but the number of ſuch drones 
is but very few in compariſon of thoſe who refuſe 
ta ſeek for this divine knowledge, as ſilver, and 
ſearch for it as for hid treaſure (5), 

In this great concern there is no ſuch thing as 
making any one ſenſible either of its pleaſure or 
utility, (or indeed of any thing elſe that is worth 
enjoying) unleſs you can perſuade him to be at 
ſome pains in making trial by his own experience ; 
but whoever is ſincerely inclined to make an ex- 
periment of the exalted pleaſures that attend a dai- 
ly intercourſe with heaven, the following ſhort di- 
rections may be ſerviceable. | 


1. Avoid as much as poſſible a temper covetous 
of a great deal of worldly buſineſs. 
It: is impoſſible here to fix every man's preciſe 
limits, as to time or capacity, or as to the calls 
of Providence; ſome perſons are much more maſ- 

tels 
(a) Pſal. xxxiv. 15. 
* They ſay—what is the Almighty, that awe ſgculd ſerve him? 


and what profit Huld aue have if we pray unto him? Job xxi. 14. 
(5, Pros. ji. 3» 4 + 
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ters of their time than others; ſome 


perſons can 
manage and diſpatch much more buſineſs than 
others can; ſome are obliged to be buſy early and 

late, and have but few and very ſhort relaxations, 
which muſt be in ſome meaſure conſidered ; but 
upon the whole, to be in neceſſity, or to be una- 
voidably incumbered with much worldly buſineſs, 

is one thing, and to be needleſly fond of it is quite 
another. 1 

It is a rule with all wiſe men, to make matters 

of ſmall concern give place to affairs of higher 
importance; the moſt weighty affairs of time bear 
no proportion to thoſe of eternity: why then 
ſhould any one, profeſſing to have a regard for the 
future happineſs of his immortal ſoul, be ſo ea 
after thoſe things he cannot but know by daily 
experience are a great hindrance to his purſuit of 
everlaſting happineſs ? 


2. Take time for Meditation and Prayer. 


There is no one thing in life that is of any mo- 
ment but will require time to be ſpent upon it, 
that ſo it may be done to purpoſe ; and if it be ſo 
in all worldly caſes, be they what they will, that 
have any weight in them, doubtleſs it will be 
found ſo in the duties of the Cloſer. 2 

The ſoul of man, labouring under the effects of 
weakneſs and depravity, like ſome heavy body, 
riſes upward ſlowly, though it deſcends to the 
earth ſwiftly, and therefore the human affections 
muſt have ſome time allowed them to riſe, and 
to grow warm; and beſides, the things that are 
to be offered to God in prayer, as the matter of it, 
will certainly need ſome time for deliberation; and 
it ought not to be ſuppoſed that confeſſion of ſins, 
thankſgiving for mercies {j.iritual and temporal, 

| : petitions. 
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itions for bleſſings for ourſelves, our friends, 
the Church of God, the nation, and the world, 
which things take in the various concerns and in- 
tereſts of ourſelves and of mankind, that all theſe 
can be run over in a hurry ; and as for ſuch who 
think much of beſtowing ſome time and pains, I 
expect little from them till. they are in a better 
way of thinking. 

But certainly this allowing at leaſt ſome reaſon- 
able time for work of ſuch conſequence would not 
be ſo expenſive of time, (or however the expence 
of time would not be near ſo much felt) were the 
buſineſs of the day but prudently managed; and 
the fragments of time waſted on trifles, gathered 
up carefully and improved as they might be. 

He that would agreeably enjoy the good of his 
worldly labour, and lay up ſomething againſt a 
time of need, muſt avoid all needleſs and ſuper- 
fluous expences ; in like manner, whoever would 
grow rich in grace and experience, muſt, in the 
very firſt place, learn to be provident of his time, 
and lay out his ſpare hours to the beſt advantage. 

But allowing that the duties of the Cloſet are 
attended with ſome expence of time; can any one 
lay out his time to better advantage ? Is it reaſon- 
able that men ſhould ſerve God only with that 
which coſts them nothing ? Is ſoul-profit nothing 
to caſt into the ſcale againſt ſome ſmall loſs of 
time ? And 1s not a bountiful gracious God able. 


to compenſate for theſe ſmall temporary deficien- 
cn.” * | 


3 "a 3. Conſider 


* In this place I cannot omit inſerting, that the total neg- 


lect of Morning-Prayer, in families profeſſing godlineſs, is what 
I can find no juſt excuſe for, | 


Wr 
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3. Conſider daily and moſt ſeriouſly, your ſoul- 
caſes, your daily ſins, your daily wants, your dai- 
ly mercies. 


1. Think ſeriouſly on your daily fins : a gene- 
ral notion of ſin will produce no more than a for- 
mal confeſſion of ſin, which will by no means 
anſwer the end propoſed in prayer ; neither will 
the bare recollecting of paſt ſins ſuffice, ſince new 
fins in thought, word or deed, are committed 
every day ; and all conſciouſneſs of new fins will 
create ſome degree of a ſenſe of guilt and unwor- 
thineſs in the mind of the truly gracious ; this en- 
gapes them to apply to God by faith in prayer for 
a renewed manifeſtation of divine forgiveneſs: and 
therefore confeſſion of daily fin being ſo eſſential a 
part of daily prayer, it is not to be ſuppoſed that 
a a due ſenſe of the evil of fin can, ordinarily, be 

attained without ſome reaſonable time for recollec 
dion. | | 

2. Well conſider your daily wants. To ruſh 
haſtily into the preſence of God, repreſenting ſpi- 
ritual wants one does not feel, or is not ſeriouſly 
concerned about, is an affront offered to the di- 
vine mercy, and is rewarded accordingly. He 
filleth the bungry with good things ;, but the rich he 
ſendeth emp!y away (a). This will ever be found 
true, that no longer than a feeling ſenſe of ſoul- 

wants is impreſſed upon the heart, will the Chriſ- 
tian be frequent and fervent in his addreſſes at the 
throne of grace; and no ſooner does a preſſing 
ſenſe of ſpiritual neceſſities begin to wear off, but 
the fervor of devotion begins to ſlacken. 


3. Dwell 


(2 Lale i. 63. 
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3. Dwell much in thought on your daily mer- 
cies : this is the way to make your heart grateful, 
and your life fruitful, 
And this meditating on daily mercies cannot 
but be as delightful as it can be profitable ; for 
where this kind of meditation takes effect, the 
- pious mind will by no means be contented with the 
warmeſt and moſt conſtant acknowledgment of 
paſt and preſent favours, without ſome way en- 
deavouring to make ſome grateful return in the 
way of obedience z though the humble Chriſtian 
knows, after all, that it can bear no proportion 
to the benefits received (a). Sincere gratitude will 
do all that it can, though it cannot do all that it 
would, 


CONCLUSION. 


HE that would for himſelf know the divine 
pleaſures of vital Chriſtianity and Cloſet- Devotion, 
muſt drink deep into the ſpirit of the Goſpel ; 
muſt be much in prayer to God, that he may en- 
joy a large meaſure of the ſpirit of grace; muſt 
dwell much in his meditations on heavenly things; 
mult think no pains too great, nor any thing too 
dear to reſign at God's call, ſo he may enjoy the 
bleſſing ; this will make him happy living and 


dying. 
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VII. On Social Life. 


THE God of nature, to whom all his works 

are perfectly known from the beginning, fore- 

ſesing the future circumſtances, ſituations and em- 

| | E- 2 ployments 
(a) Pſal, cxvi, 1214. | 


68 FREE THOUGHTS ON 
ployments of his creatures, implants in them in- 
clinations and capacities accordingly : and as man- 
kind is placed at the head of this lower creation, 
and is deſigned for a much higher and more noble 
end than mere animal nature is capable of ; God 
hath given to men, (in a more general way at 
leaſt) a ſtrong inclination to ſociety ; whereby they 
are capable of both giving and receiving the plea- 
ſures of mutual love, help and aſſiſtance, at leaſt 
ſo far as to anſwer the more common purpoſes of 
human life. 

There are#three more general and univerſal in- 
ducements to a ſocial Life among mankind. 


Neceſſity. 
Conveniency. 
Pleaſure. 


1. Neceſſity is a powerful argument to promote 
human ſociety. No man who lives abſolutely 
alone, and far remote from mankind, can furniſh 
himſelf with his own hands with all things that are 
needful for the decent and comfortable fupport of 
natural life. 

Divine Providence feems, in this reſpect, to have 
eſtabliſhed an infeparable connexion between all 
ranks and degrees of men, high and low, rich and 
poor. The profit of the earth is for all: the king 
himſelf is ſerved of the field (a). That is as much 
as to ſay, if the huſbandman depends upon the 
king for protection againſt enemies, that would 
endanger his life, or invade his property; the 
king depends upon his labour for ſubſiſtence. 


2. Conveniency much promotes mutual ſocie- 


ty; for by this means all things that are * 
r 


(a) Feele/ v. g. 
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for the comfort, as well as the ſupport of life, are 
attained much more eaſily and commodioufly, and 


are enjoyed with more ſatisfaction, than if any one 
could provide them himſelf with his own hand- 


labour: this produces manufactories, trade and 
oommerce. | 


3. From ſociety proceed the pleaſures of mu- 
tual converſation, conjugal love, and ſincere friend- 
ſhip : by which means the world is continued ; the 
intereſt of true Religion is ſucceſſively propagated z 
and mankind aſſiſted and relieved in the various 


buſineſſes, and under the manifold diſtreſſes inci- 


dent to this frail mortal ſtate. 
Among the many virtues needful to promote 


and improve the happineſs of ſocial Life, theſe 


may be accounted as ſome of the principal ; Ho- 
neſty, Induſtry, Temperance, Gratitude for paſt 
or preſent kindneſſes received; Charity and Aſ- 
ſiſtance to any one that is in want, or is any way 
diſtreſſed, ſo far as is within one's power, and is 
any way conſiſtent with human prudence, and a 
due care to one's own or another's ſafety ; be- 
nevolence, that is, ſincere good- will to all men 
living, fo far as to do them good if it be in one's 
power ; even though they are enemies. In a word, 
the temper of true and ſincere benevolence is to 
endeavour, diſintereſtedly, to promote the intereſt 
and welfare of all honeſt and good men, without 
party-view, ſelf- applauſe, ſelf-intereſt, or partiali- 
ty; and to labour to make bad men better if 
poſſible ; and where there is neither a preſent op- 
portunity, nor even any proſpect of doing them 
any ſervice, yet ſtill to wiſh them well, and pray 
for them. 

Theſe virtues, where they are deeply rooted in 


the mind, where they are conſtantly watered at 
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the root with the ſprings of divine grace, where 
they are cultivated with continual diligence, and 


kept in conſtant exerciſe, bring forth moſt lovely 
fruit in the lives of men, 


%/ͤR 2 
VIII. On the Influence of the human Paſſions. 


TH E right underſtanding and well-governing 

the Paſſions, is one of the very greateſt at- 
tainments in human life, and at the lame time, 
nothing is or can be more difficult. 

As the mind of man is variouſly impreſſed or 
influenced by things preſented to it, theſe impreſ- 
ſions or influences felt within are commonly called 
Paſſions “; and the thing to be ſought is a true 
medium between the two extremes of having no 
Paſſions to ſtimulate. or excite us, and having too. 
violent Paſſions. to miſlead us. 

To have no inward Emotion or Paſſion, deſtroys 
all vigorous effectual endeavour ; the man that 
has no ambitious. emulation in him, is like a 
watch without a movement; and ſeldom is it ſeen 
that ſuch motionleſs ſouls ever do, either the world 
or themſelves, any conſiderable ſervice. 

On the other hand, where the Paſſions are vio- 
lent anck unruly, they caſt a miſt before the eyes 
of the mind, miſrepreſent both perſons and things, 
in ſuch a manner as quite to miſguide the judg- 
ment *. 

From the diſorder and exceſs of the human 
Pin proceed the miſerable confuſion and diſ- 

traction 


The good affeQions are called Virtues, or virtuous Incli- 
nations: the bad affections Vices, or vicious Inclinations. 
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traction the world groans under continually, The 
covetouſneſs, pride, envy and ambition of the 
great, are the ruin of ſtates and kingdoms : to ſa- 
cerdotal emulation and tyranny has been owing, 
time immemorial, the ruin of Chriſtian Churches: 
Hereſies, ſchiſms, factions, party zeal, bigotry 
and ſuperſtition, are the deſtruction of Chriſtian 
fellowſhip and Chriſtian love: the vitiated and ex- 
ceſſive Paſſions of ſelf-intereſt, ſelf- love, and ſelf- 
humouring pride, create endleſs quarrels in fami- 
lies, and ſeparate friend from friend, and brother 
from brother. 
This exceſs and diſorder of the human Paſſions 
is a diſeaſe which, more or leſs, affects mankind 
univerſally, and imbitters life through all its vi- 
ciſſitudes; and by this means every change of life, 
or of condition, makes ſome hurtful impreſſion on 
us: hence it is that we are vain in our ſucceſſes, 
and ſullen in our diſappointments; in our favours 
doting; in our vindications revengeful; in our dan- 
gers timorous; in our helps confident; in our judg- 
ment partial; in our belief credulous; in our de- 
votion flat and formal * ; in our zeal paſſionate; 
in our diſſentions ſuſpicious ; in our connexions 
vainglorious ; in our plenty earthly minded; in 
poverty diſcontented; in our wiſhes exorbitant; 
in our pleaſures extravagant; in our ſorrows de- 
ſpondent; and, through the whole of life, ſtil 
ſhifting from one extreme to another. 


Exceſſive Paſſions ſet the ſoul on fire, 
And into madneſs ſtimulate deſire : | 
I Too often tempt the good from wiſdom's rules; 


But miſconduct for ever vicious fools. | 
E 4 Reaſon 


Hot fits of paſſion make cold Prayers. 
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Reaſon dethron'd, at random till they fly, 
Swell, rage, and rave, and In the tempeſt die. 


The doctrine of the irregularity and diſorder of 
the human Paſſions affords a daily proof of the 
the general depravity of human nature; and ſhould 
put every one, who has any ſerious regard for his 
preſent and future happineſs, upon ſeeking out 
immediately for a ſubſtantial remedy. : 

A thirſty uneaſineſs of mind after earthly gra- 
tifications is the fever of the ſoul, preying upon 
its very vitals, and gradually conſuming and wear- 
ing out the ſolid comfort of lite. 

This inward malady is laid open in the Word 
of God, in its firſt cauſe and original; there its 
univerſal malignity, its inveterate obſtinacy, and 
its deadly conſequences, are clearly repreſented ; 
and there the only infallible cure 1s abundantly re- 
commended Þ ; and, ſad to think upon! multi- 
tudes of unhappy creatures chuſe rather to drink 
down death and perdition with the pleaſures of 
ſin, than apply to Chriſt as their only phyſician, 
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IX. Of the Social Virtues. 


I. . Of MopEsTy. 


TRUE worth, like natural beauty, bluſhes 
at being expoſed; while pedantry, like a 

mean face, paints on purpoſe to be ſcen. 
How powerful, how invincible are the charms 
of unaffected humility ; and who is there, that 
has 


+ He that believeth on me f all ne ver thirſt, John vi. 3 5.— See 
allo Jai. lv. i—8. John iv. 14. chap. vii. 37 39. Rev. xxii. 17. 
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has a ſoul elevated even but one degree above a 
ſavage, that is not enamoured with its beauty ? 

But what is the eſteem, what is the affection of 
weak mortals, when compared with the gracious 
regard of the God of heaven? with what ineffable 
condeſcenſion does he look down upon this ſweet, 
this heaven-born virtue, humility ? with what in- 
finite inconceivable endearment does he treat it, 
when he beholds in it the work of his own Spirit, 
and the image of his own Son, the meek, the low- 


ly Jeſus þ? 
Two DIGRESSIONS. 


I, On DIFFIDENCE. 


THE material world is continually changing, 
and ſo is the ideal world; but ſtrange that Modeſ- 
ty, one of the very lovelieſt ornaments in the crea- 
tion, ſhould degenerate into the moſt exceſſive and 
obſtinate ſelf-diffidence, which all the reaſon, ar- 
gument, and perſuaſion in the world cannot re- 
move; and yet it is often found to be ſo: we 
have ſeen men, endowed with piety, learning, and 
in all other things with great prudence, and with 
capacities for the moſt public and molt uſeful em- 
ployments, after a few timorous eſſays, have ei- 
ther quite declined any farther attempts, or have 
employed their great talents in the obſcureſt man- 
ner poſſible ; being, againſt all the arguments and 
perſuaſions of their ableſt friends, unconquerably 
reſolved never to be publicly known. What ſhall 
I call this? Is ita virtue? or is it a vice? or can 
it be neither? where ſhall I place it? Is that a vir- 
tue, which damps and extinguiſhes that veſtal 

| lamp 

+ Jai: lvii. 15. Matt. xi. 29. 1 Pet. iii. 4. 
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lamp which would burn. for ever, with only the 


| delightful labour of ſometimes trimming, and 


adding now and then ſome new fuel ? Is that a 
virtue, which unbraces the nerves of endeavour, 


and is the nurſe of deſpair ? Is that a virtue, which 


ts the brighteſt candles of the Church under the 
Path! of oblivion, and robs the world of its moſt 
uſeful ornaments ? Since therefore I muſt not call 
this kind of Modeſty a Virtue, and have too much 
reverence for ſuch talents to call it a Vice; a great 
failing it is undoubtedly. 


As oft we ſee the beauteous vernal flower 
Unfurl its bloom to drink the ſilver dew, 
Pride of the ſpring, and pleaſure of the gay, 
Till fome rude hand or noxious eaſtern gale 
Deſtroys the bud, and with it all our joy; 
. Cruſh'd by the leaden finger of chagrin, OX 
Thus, thus the muſe a wither'd proſpect lies, 
Once happy muſe, juſt kindling into life; 
- "More fair, more fragrant than the bluſhing roſe, 
Fragrance divine, and colours dipt in heaven! 
While penſive, o'er the cloſing grave we bend, 
To give our friend the laſt, the parting tear; 
This hope emerges from the depth of woe, 
„He, in his Writings, will for ever live ,” 
Here hope expires, intreaties cannot fave _ 
A youthful blooming genius from the grave 
11 4 | #1 *Y-£.21 | 


oh; ON SOELTEDE. 
'. Wife men love ſolitude, ſay our forefathers, 


rue, but ſtill within the rules of Reaſon and Re- 


ligion : the good and wiſe love receſs, not. as ol 
WM * ; loves 
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loves ſleep, or as guilt loves darkneſs rather than 
light (a), but as weary nature loves reſt ; that both 
body and mind may be more capable of renewed 
labour. 

Thoſe who are moſt capable of ſerving the pub- 
lic intereſt of Religion, or of the world, beſt. 
know their own particular weakneſſes, and the 
trouble and danger of a more elevated employ- 
ment *, 

The truth is, that though men of eminent parts 
and abilities are fond of ſolitude, but few of them 
can long enjoy it: perſons of conſiderable abilities 
in any generally uſeful public employment, are 
(compared with the bulk of mankind) not many 
and the few that be, are ſure to meet with envy 
and oppolition from ſuch who are no way capable 
to fill their places F. 

Every one is apt to commend that moſt which 
he loves moſt, either from natural inclination or 
uſe ; from hence, moſt likely, it is, that deep ſoli- 
tude obtains its higheſt praiſes from philoſophers 
and poets, they being ſo fond of a contemplative 
life. 

But where goodneſs and benevolence to mankind 
Join with good parts, thoſe who are bleſſed with 
this happy connexion, will rather chufe the moſt 
- uſeful life, than the moſt eaſy one. 

Contemplative life has its great uſe undoubtedly, 
if well conducted, free from humour and ſuperſti- 
tion, inaſmuch as it has a great influence into 
both civil and religious life; but at the ſame time, 
if contemplation aſſiſts good manners and religion, 
it is public buſineſs that muſt maintain the world. 

: The 

a) John ili. 19. 

l „ et Caro. 


1 Fairer the hill; but /aftr is the plain. Sir Walter Raleigh. 
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The religious pretences for perſons ſhutting them- 
ſelves up from all commerce are, that ſuch a life will 
enable them to devote their time altogether to Me- 
ditation and Prayer ; that this entire dedication of 
themſelves and their time and ſtudy to meditation, 
will increaſe and inflame devotion ; and will at 
the - ſame time ſhut out occaſions of temptation 
but this reaſoning is commonly falſe, and time and 
obſervation have ſhown that this method has not 
anſwered the imagined or pretended ends, but 
quite the contrarg. ; 
If plants and flowers are apt to wither with too 
much ſun and wind, they will die inevitably, 
though a lingering death, if always ſet in the 
ſhade : thus Virtue and Religion, inſtead of flou- 
riſhing in this confinement, have pined away to 
nothing: and if the ſun-ſhine ſometimes warms 
and cheriſhes poiſonous weeds ; dreary caves, and 
dark caverns breed ſtinking damps, noxious ver- 
min, and deadly ſerpents: and it is a queſtion 
whether cloiſters have not poiſoned more virtues 
and deſtroyed them utterly, and on the contrary 
| bred more abominable helliſh vices, than all the 
public buſineſs carried on in the Chriſtian world. 
Leaving Popery as it is, I have bur little to ſay 
for abſolute retirement from all buſineſs, from the 
world, and from company, let the pretence be 
what it will ; and I could ſay much againſt it: I 
never find it commended in the word of God ei- 
ther as a moral, or as a Chriſtian duty : I never 
find it made a continual practice of by any of the 
Saints either under the Old or New Teſtament. 
Sometimes we read of their retiring into the wil- 
derneſs, or wandering about in dens and caves of 
the earth; but then their diſtreſs was extraordi- 
nary, and their call from God, either by divine 
Providence, 
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Providence, or divine Revelation, was extraordi- 
na * 

| 1 is a great weakneſs in young zealous converts, 
at their firſt ſetting out in religious life, to wiſh 
themſelves diſengaged from all worldly bulineſs, 
or from all bodily labour ; as though divine Pro- 
vidence had placed them in a ſituation to their 
ſoul's diſadvantage ; fo far from it, that moderate 
exercife becomes a kind of ventilator to fan and 
brighten the flame of devotion ; fo that the ſincere 
Chriſtian being ſeemingly long detained from his 
more ſtated exerciſes of Meditation and Prayer, 
returns to them with more zeal and affection, Bu- 
ſineſs therefore, managed with piety, moderation 
and prudence, is not an enemy, but a friend to 


Religion; and that becauſe every lawful employ- 


ment may, and therefore ought to be directed to 
the glory of God. Mbelber ye eat or drink, or 
whatſoever ye do, do all to the glory of God (a). 


. A ⁵ Ä 
II. Of afting in Character. 
CHA RACTER may be conſidered as thar 


particular calling and ſtation in life in which 


every man 1s placed by an all-wiſe Providence, 
and is, as it were, a circle in which he is incloſed ; 
in this ſtation and condition every perſon ought to 
be contented, and it ought to be his ſtudy to fill 
it up to the moſt uſeful purpoſe within his power. 

But it is commonly ſeen, that the moſt part of 
mankind are of quite another way of thinking : 
how few can be convinced, either from reaſon or 


from obſervation, that they are not capable to fill 
| a high 


(s) 1 Cor, x. 31, 
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a high place in life: who thinks he has not capa- 
city enough to manage the eſtate of a nobleman ? 
what vulgar hand would not graſp a ſcepter, were 
it within reach ? 

To make this obſervation familiar, and the 
application eaſy and natural, two things are the 
more common cauſes of diſcontent in weak am- 
ditious minds. 

The firſt is an affectation of being thought per- 
ſons of taſte and genius, which are both of them 
the ſingular gifts of nature; and cannot be ac- 

uired by art, any more than ſhape or beauty : 
the moſt that art can do, is to aſſiſt nature: learn- 


ing, books, and good converſation, ſerve to im- 


rove taſte and genius, as dreſs ſerves to ſet off 
auty, but can never give it. 2 X40 

But here the moſt common and moſt prevalent 
temptation to uneaſineſs, is the notion many en- 
tertain that a man cannot ſhine in a private life; 
when the real truth is, that he who cannot ſhine, 
in ſome degree, in a private life, never will in a 
public one. 

Every one will readily allow, that in a low and 
narrow ſtation no man can exert himſelf to ſo good 
an advantage; but if, in a more private condition, 
a man has not ſome qualifications to make him 
conſpicuous, who can recommend him in order to 
his promotion ? and very few wiſe men care to be 
the firſt in giving themſelves a Character “. 

A notion prevails much in minds at the ſame 
time ſhallow and ambitions, that their ſphere of 
life is too low, too depreſſed and contracted for 

| | i them; 

* To/eph ſhone in Patiphar's houſe, and among the ſtate* 
priſoners, and David among the ſhepherds, before the one was 


recommended to the court of Pharach, or the other to the 
court of Saul. Ger. xxxix, xl, xli. 1 Sam. Xvi. 
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them; they only want proper room to exert them- 
ſelves; they could do much more good than they 
do if the world would but let them; the ignorant 
cannot, and the ill- natured will not ſee their capa- 
city for public ſervice ; when, alas, all eyes except 
their own can ſee plain enough that they do not ac- 
quit themſelves even in the Nation they are already 
in, any thing to what they might do, and ought to 
do. Did men in general but think more cloſely 
what care, ſtudy and diligence are needful to ma- 
nage a common employment to the beſt advan- 
tage, it would much allay their exceflive thirſt 
for more employment, 

It is indeed ſometimes ſeen that a man is capa- 
ble of a much better employment than what he 
has been bred to ; but then he ought to wait with 
patience till a way is fairly opened for him to act 
in a new Character. A paſſenger on board a veſ- 
ſel may underſtand navigation as well as any ſailor 
belonging to the ſhip; nevertheleſs he muſt not 
take the ſteerage upon him, without poſitive or- 
ders from proper perſons. 

And ſuppoſe a man has ſome ſuperior talents, 
that render him capable of ſome more elevated and 
more important employment than he is in at pre- 

ſent; and ſuppoſe he ſhould, after all be quite hid 
in obſcure life, what then? fuch is the will of 
heaven : how many ſweet and beautiful flowers 


bloom and die in a wilderneſs, no eye ſeeing them? 


ſhall we therefore think the God of nature hath 
made them in vain ? | | 
After all, it is very weak to imagine a man 
cannot be happy unleſs he. riſe to ſome point of 
eminence, ſo as to be ſeen by the world, and pub- 
licly taken notice of; the wiſeſt and ſobereſt part 


of mankind, of every age, and of every Religion, 


have 
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have rn been of another mind; and ſo far 
have they been from diſcovering any fondneſs for 

popularity, that nothing but their duty to God, 

their love to their country, the public intereſt of 

Religion, or the diſtreſſes of mankind, and the 

evident call of divine Providence, could ever have 

induced them to leave their beloved ſolitude. Su- 
perficial ſouls but little conſider what envy, ſpleen 
and treachery purſue: him that climbs. 


Advice to a_ young Gentleman. 


D E AR Sir, I pray, my counſel take; 
| Now is the dangerous ſeaſon ; 
Nor inadvertantly forſake 

The ſolid rules of reaſon. 


Beware leſt popular applauſe 
Corrupt your purer notion; 

Now ſmooth the gale of favour blows 
In proſpect of promotion. 


Whoever courts the phantom, Fame; 
Should ne'er be ſeen to woo her; 

She haunts the negligent of name, 
And flies from her purſuer. 


Timely refle&, on every hand 
« What peril waits on riſing : 

« How rare the works of art that fland 
« A long, ſevere reviſing ? 


— 
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« Of books, how few, exceeding few, 
« Eſcape the common ruin? 


« Of men, what multitudes purſue 
« A name, to their undoing ? 


&« How vain to think that human praiſe 
« Can be for ever growing ; | 
« hile envy blaſts thoſe very bays 
« That candor is beſtowing.”? 


A uſeful life, be this your aim; 
Be piety your treaſure : 

On theſe confide to raiſe your name; 
Good-nature be your pleaſure, 


If honeſt truth your ſoul poſſeſs, 
And love your heart inſpire, 

No ſpite can cruſh your happineſs ; 
No favour raiſe it higher, 


| S097 SS0SSSSSIDSSS00000S0 


III. of Patience under Injuries and 12. 
gratitude. 


\ 


1189 NJ UST and injurious treatment is exceed- 
ing hard to be borne with patience, though 
it were 1 an open and profeſſed enemy; but 
when it comes from ſuch whom obligations ought 
to have made and continued friends, it is ſtill 
more intolerable. 
But let injury and ingratitude be ever ſo vexa- 
tious to a truly gf nerous mind, (which hates un- 
worthy - things from whomſoever they come; or 


whoarer 
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"whoever may be hurt by them) a remedy muſt 
be ſought to prevent or remove the exceſſts of re- 
ſentment : how many ungrateful wretched hu- 
| moriſts are to be found in the world, who, though 
; they are miſerable already, would be much more 


3 ſo, if ſome truly benevolent hearts did not firmly 
IF reſolve to do them good without their thanks, and 


us 
ſometimes againſt their will ? * 
i This important leſſon of doing good againſt ju 


evil, Chriſtianity teaches and inculcates with all 
the force of commandment, example, promiſe, {t; 
1 threatning * ; and yet how few, exceeding few, 


4 learn this leſſon effectually, even to their dying * 
| day ! one thinks, to paſs by affronts without ac- ſo 
15 knowledgment is inconſiſtent with his honour ; R 
| another imagines the forgiving injuries without 7, 
| amends 1g irreconcileable with ſincere Religion: by 

BW one thinks\ he cannot ſhow himſelf a gentleman ; us 
1 another, that he does not do himſelf or his friend 

juſtice, like an honeſt man and a good Chriſtian, 

unleſs rigid compenſation be inſiſted on. ke 
But, (difficult as it ſeems to proud nature) to 70 

paſs by ill: treatment, and do good againſt evil, Fd 


this is not all the Chriſtian has to learn; for, it 
remains to enquire how bad uſage may be con- 
verted to ſome real advantage. 


1. By means of enmity and ill-will we come to 
have a much clearer apprehenſion of our own 
weakneſſes and miſconduct, than otherwiſe we 
could have. 

Self-love is a great hindrance to our ſearching 
narrowly into, and cenſuring ſeverely our own 
faults ; and as to ſincere friendſhip itſelf, it can 
in many caſes hardly be truſted: how loth is af- 

fectionate 


1 


a 1: Mary. v. 44, 45. vi. 13z—15. Like xxüi. 34. 
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fectionate friendſhip to lance a feſtering wound to 
the very bottom, or to paint our folhes in their 
blackeft colours ? but where friendſhip fails 
through exceſs of tenderneſs, envy makes up to 
full purpoſe. 5 
Many of our blemiſhes had never been ſeen by 
us, in all probability, at leaſt not ſo ſoon, and at 
moſt but in a faint light, had it not been for pre- 
judice; which naturally loves to ſearch for faults, 
in order to find out all the aggravating circum- 
ſtances that can poſſibly be found, thereby to 
render a perſon odious ; but, contrary to the in- 
tention, it produces much profitable inſtruction, 
ſo that the recovered rectified Chriſtian may ſay ; 
Rejoice not againſt me, O mine enemy; when I fall, 
T ſhall ariſe : when I fit in darkneſs, the Lord ſhall 
be y/ light unto me (a). Thus ſtumbling makes 
us ſtand, 


2. Theſe ſufferings from prejudice make us 
more watchful. The ſting of enmity ſerves to 
keep the mind awake, which is apt to grow drow- 
ly by lying long in the ſoft lap of indulgent 
friendſhip. 


3. By this means we become more modeſt in 
our reſolutions; more cautious and deliberate in 
our attempts; more humble in our ſucceſſes ; 
more patient under diſappointment ; and more 
charitable in our cenſures, 


4. Conſidering how hazardous the cenſoriouſ- 
neſs and ill-nature of the world make our fitu- 
ation in life; we are taught more and more the 
daily neceſſity of committing all our concerns to 
the care and direction of our moſt merciful God; 
yy humbly 


{a) Micah vii. 8. 
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humbly beſeeching,” that he would vouchſafe to 


cious, the moſt ſolid, the moſt enduring o 


be the guardian of our character, our reputation, 
and our intereſt ; as being ſenſible, that if we are 
not conſtantly under his protection, it may ſoon 
be within the power of the moſt worthleſs mortal 


| living to do us ſome important miſchief. 


thi cfootooÞofootoofootootocfoote ochoofookoofookoofoohotÞ rt 


88 IV. Of Friendſbip. 
OM E have remarked, that near the place 
where ſome poiſonous weed grows, is often 

found ſome healing antidote ; ſuch a ſeaſonable 

relief is ſincere friendſhip to alleviate the painful 
ſenſe of enmity, that noxious peſt of ſocial life. 

Such is the care of Providence over mankind, 

that it is ſeldom known that a ſoul capable of true 

friendſhip, is left quite friendleſs in the world ; 
and at the ſame time it is not to be expected that 


the moſt capable and deſerving ſhould have many, 


fince the whole world has not much ſincere diſ- 


- Intereſted love in it. 


In the material world, things of great value are 
rare and come to their perfection but by degrees; 
the genial ſun may be, (for any thing we know) 
whole ages in refining and conſolidating a ſmall 
diamond; thus friendſhip, one of the moſt N 


all 
the bleſſings in ſocial lite, ever ripens ſlowly. 


In thee, O Friendſbip, dear delightful name, 


Thy Lucius feels a pure immortal flame 
Mean time, if he this ſentiment impart, 
Can he with leſs than S/ rephon's faithful heart ? 


And 
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And once convinc'd of Friendſhip” s ſacred power 

To chear the ſoul, can Nature give him more? 
Then reſt my heart, thy future cares reſign 

To the diſpoſe of Providence divine. 

Thy years unſpent, (ambition laid aſide) 

Religion, Truth and Friendſhip ſhall divide. 


Friendſhip is that cabinet where our choiceſt 
treaſure is locked up with the moſt inviolable ſe- 
crecy : it is the beſt touchſtone upon earth to 
prove the ſoundneſs and purity of moral truth and 
incerity : it is a haven of reſt in all ſtorms of ad- 
verſity * ; a cryſtal ſpring that knows no pleaſure 
without communication; joying as much in im- 
parting as receiving kind offices: and while, like 


a cloud, it is ſtill diſſolving in a ſhower of good- 


neſs, with ineffable delight it pours, even the very 
ſou], into the boſom of its beloved object . 


Ses 
V. Of Application of the Mind to Buſineſs. + 


| TH E principal rules of any art or calling being 


learned, the next thing to be conſidered is 
how they may be ſucceſsfully reduced to practice. 
Three of the main things that tend to make 
any profeſſion both eaſy and profitable, are Me- 
thod, Application and Diſpatch. 
Exactneſs of order is the beauty of work of 
every kind; and not only fo, but it is highly ne- 
F 3 ceſſary 


* 4 friend loveth at all times, and a brother is born for ad- 
werfity. Prov. xvii. 17. 
F Tenathan and David made a covenant, becauſe he loved 


bim as his own ſoul, &c. 1 Sam, xviii, 3 4. 
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ceſſary in order for the ſpeedy diſpatch of it: he 
that, in his calling, is not in ſome good meaſure 
a maſter of method, will be continually running 
from one thing to another, leaving many things 
not half finiſhed ; or, he will be near as long in 
looking for what he wants, as he would be in 
finiſhing what he deſigned. | 

Application of mind, together with ſome 
degree of labour, according to. the nature of the 
calling, either of the head or hands, or both, is 
of ſo much conſequence, that, without it, no one 
thing in life worth having is to be expected. 

The only way to have the mind inſpired with 
a delightful application to any kind of buſineſs, is 
to dwell much in thought upon its uſefulneſs, fo 
as to anſwer ſome valuable end in human life: a 
powerful perſuaſion of the pleaſure and profit of 
any thing in purſuit, will carry one through al- 
moſt any difficulty. 

It is a maxim in the buſy world, Diſpatch is 
the life of trade, This ought to be endeavoured 
for in the morning of life ; for if the art of turn- 
ing off of buſineſs be not then learned, it will 
hardly ever be attained afterwards, 

W hat detriments young people exceedingly is, 
their ſetting out upon the miſtaken notions of the 
value and uſe of the things they would attain ; or 
elſe, they miſapprehend the way to attain their 
| 51 end; from whence it comes to pals, that, 

eginning upon miſtaken principles, their endea- 
vours often end in ſhameful diſappointment, and 
late repentance; the golden hours of youth are 
waſted to little purpoſe; and their projects, like 
tae web of Penelope, are alternately wove and 
ravelled out again. 


Happy 
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Happy the 


87 
youth who, in his firſt ſetting out 


in life, is bleſſed with an able and experienced 


friend; one, who has gone before him in the like 


employment; one, who is ablE to form his con- 


duct upon ſolid and unſhaken principles, for the 
management and diſpatch of buſineſs: more hap- 
py the youth that knows when he is well adviſed: 

thrice happy the man who ruſteth to the Lord with 
all bis heart ; not leaning to his own underſtand- 


ing (a). 
— . $44 


VI. Of the Education of Children. 


A Judicious and pious education of youth is 
very highly recommended in the ſacred Scrip- 
tures (5); as being, through the bleſſing of divine 
grace, the means of preparing them, after they 
have ſerved God in the preſent mortal ſtate, for 
the happineſs of the eternal world, 
The well training up of Children in ſound 
knowledge, in good behaviour, in moral probity 


and truth, and in the true fear of God, is a point 


of very great conſequence to the world in general; 


to all ſocieties of men; to the intereſt of Religion 


and to the preſent and future happineſs of every 
individual perſon, be his rank, character, or con- 
dition in life what it will. 

In education thoſe principles are ſown, which 
impregnate, and in time fill whole countries and 
kingdoms with the moſt powerful prejudices 3 and 
produce effects in tuture ages hardly to be eradi- 
cated, 


F 4 6 


ls) Prov, iii. 5. 66) Prov. xz 6. Eybeſ vi. 4. 
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ceſſary in order for the ſpeedy diſpatch of it: he 
that, in his calling, is not in ſome good meaſure 
a maſter of method, will be continually running 
from one thing to another, leaving many things 
not half finiſhed ; or, he will be near as long in 
looking for what he wants, as he would be in 
finiſhing what he deſigned. 

Application of mind, together with ſome good 
degree of labour, according to the nature of the 
calling, either of the head or hands, or both, is 
of ſo much conſequence, that, without it, no one 
thing in life worth having is to be expected. 

| The only way to have the mind inſpired with 
a delightful application to any kind of- buſineſs, is 
to dwell much in thought upon its uſefulneſs, ſo 
as to anſwer ſome valuable end in human life : a 
powerful perſuaſion of the pleaſure and profit of 
any thing in purſuit, will carry one through- al- 
moſt any difficulty. 318 

It is a maxim in the buſy world, Diſpatch is 
the life of trade, This ought to be endeavoured 
for in the morning of life ; for if the art of turn- 
ing off of buſineſs be not then learned, it will 
hardly ever be attained afterwards. 

W hat detriments young people exceedingly is, 
their ſetting out upon the miſtaken notions of the 
value and uſe of the things they would attain ; or 
_ elſe, they miſapprehend the way to attain their 
21 end; from whence it comes to paſs, that, 

eginning upon miſtaken principles, their endea- 
vours often end in ſhameful diſappointment, and 
late repentance; the golden hours of youth are 
waſted to little purpoſe; and their projects, like 
tae web of Penelope, are alternately wove and 
ravelled out again. | 


Happy 


in life, is bleſſed with an able and expe 
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Happy the youth who, in his firſt ſetting out 
rienced 
friend; one, who has gone before him in the like 

employment; one, who is ablE to form his con- 
duct upon ſolid and unſhaken principles, for the 
management and diſpatch of buſineſs : more hap- 
Py the youth that knows when he is well adviſed : 
thrice happy the man who rufteth to the Lord with 
all bis heart; not — to his own underſtand- 


ing (a). 
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VI. Of the Education of Children. 


A Judicious and pious education of youth is 
very highly recommended in the ſacred Scrip- 


tures (4) ; as being, through the bleſſing of divine 


race, the means of preparing them, after they 
have ſerved God in the preſent mortal ſtate, for 
the happineſs of the eternal world, 

The well-training up of Children in ſound 
knowledge, in good behaviour, in moral probity 
and truth, and in the true fear of God, is a point 
of very great conſequence to the world in general ; 


to all ſocieties of men; to the intereſt of Religion; 


and to the preſent and future happineſs of every 
individual perſon, be his rank, character, or con- 
dition 1 in life what it will. 

In education thoſe principles are ſown, which 
impregnate, and in time fill whole countries and 
kingdoms with the moſt powerful prejudices 3 and 
produce effects in future a es hardly to be eradi- 
cated, 


F 4 A good _, 


(a) P rov. iii. 5. (6) Prov, xxii 6, Epbeſ. vi. 2 
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A good education ought to have its foundation 
laid in the ſound principles of Chriſtianity, and in 
a deep reverence of the divine Majeſty 3; whoever 
x. not here, . does but build a houſe upon the 

d. . | 
Too many neglect the regular and conſtant in- 
ſtilling the main principles and duties of Chriſtiani- 
ty into children, for fear they ſhould become 
bigots in their opinion, and formal in their wor- 
ſhip 3 as though bigotry, implicit faith, and for- 
mality, were the certain and unavoidable conſe- 
quences of a Chriſtian education. Children muſt 
not be taught a Creed, or a Catechifm, leſt they 
ſhould grow dogmatical ; they muſt not be taught 
to Pray, leſt they ſhould become phariſaical or ſu- 
perſtitious : this conduct is, in my opinion, as 
abſurd as it is irreligious ; and is as irrational, as 
though a man ſhould neglect to ſow bis ground 
with good ſeed, leſt ſome: weeds ſhould: grow up 
amongſt it. | 

Few, comparatively, imagine how far real piety, 
modeſty, unaffected good- nature and benevolence, 
enter into good breeding ; how much they tend 
to adorn the manners of mankind; how they 
brighten a genteel education, add new charms to 
beauty, give a lively glowing luſtre to affluence ; 
and how much they will aſſiſt and recommend 
thoſe who are deſtitute of theſe human advanta- 

es. 

On the other hand, a falſe or ſuperficial notion 
of breeding tends to fill the world with fops and 
pedants. Children muſt have a polite education, 
(as the faſhionable phraſe is) though they have 
no capacity to take it, fortune to ſupport it, or 
any proſpect of having opportunity to make uſe 


of it to any valuable purpoſe. 
Life 
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Life is that public ſtage on which .divine Pro- 
vidence calls every man to act his part; and what- 
ever part a man acts, and in what manner ſoever 
every action is done, be it well or ill, it is ſtill 
under the inſpection and cenſure of the great Crea- 
tor and Judge of the world; who will finally 
bring every work into judgment, with every ſecret 
thing, whetver it be good, or whether it be evil (a). 
This our, ht o be regarded more than if all the 
world were ſpectators ; ſo that it is not of ſo much 
conſequence whether the part a man is called to 
act be in high life, or in low life; as whether he 
well performs the part of an honeſt and good 


- 


man *, | 

If a tutor, or tutoreſs of young perſons, be 
one of ſound knowledge, with a genius peculiarly 
adapted to inſtil inſtruction into young minds, 
with inflexible faithfulneſs, with condeſcenſion, 

ood- nature, and ſincere piety to crown the whole; 
ſuch a guide, ſuch a director of tender, unfiniſhed 
humanity, is of ineſtimable value. 
Thoſe who have the care of children ought to 
have their own paſſions very much at command; 
and if the children be their own, the partial, the 
fond, the timorous, the over-indulgent, ſhould 
by all means be avoided ;. a defect here is very 
prejudicial to the ſucceſs of inſtruction ; and the 
total want of it, the ruin of whole families out of 
number; who, when they are grown up into life, 
appear among perſons of carriage, ſobriety, rea- 
ſon; and good ſenſe, as though they had been 
bred among the wild uncultivated Indians. Wehe 

Numberleſs 

(a) Eccleſ. xii. 14. 


* A nobleman of a very great character for piety and parts, 
walking in the garden with his ſon, gently patting him on the 
ſhoulder, ſaid, John, I auould have you be a plain honeſt nau. 0 


go FREE THOUGHTS ON 

Numberleſs follies and errors that tarniſh the 
lives of men, riſe from ungovernable paſſions they 
were never taught to ſubdue while they were 
young 3 nor were they ſo much as once told, that - 
they had any evil tendency : and indeed it is not 
to be expected they ſhould be able to ſubdue the 
vicious and unruly inclinations of children, who 
are ſo ignorant of their own. For more particular 
rules : 


1. In governing of children, let a plain and 
evident difference be made between thoſe little in- 
advertencies and blunders, (which in children are 
almoſt unavoidable) and ſuch crimes which natu- 
tural conſcience tells to be poſitive fins; ſuch as 
lying, ill language, ſaucy behaviour to ſuperiors, 
and contrivances of miſchief, contempt of autho- 
rity, &c. theſe vices muſt be deſtroyed as ſoon as 
they begin to ſnoot; as to leſſer faults, rectify as 
many as you can poſſibly do by calmly reaſoning 
the caſe with them, and by working upon their 
paſſions of fear, ſhame, ambition and love. 


2. And ſince in every reaſonable being, even 
in young life, there will ſtill be ſeen ſome traces 
of a particular ruling paſſion ; uſe all juſt means 
and artifices to find out that one predominate in- 
clination, whether virtue or vice; and keeping 
that ſtill in your eye, it will be a guide to you 1 in 
455 more general conduct. 


In every caſe let reaſon have as much ſcope 
as poflible; give it full room to work upon the 
render ductile mind; and, fo far as this proves 
effectual, there will be little or no need of proceed- 
ing to ſeverities. 


4. Begin to rectify che faults of children early, 
before their yy can have time to grow habitual- 


ly 
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ty ſtubborn, ſullen, or reſenting; and before the 


paſſions of anger and rage can have time to root 
themſelves deeply in the ſoul : this rule, well fol- 
lowed; will prevent much trouble to parents, and 
much ſmart and ſuffering to children; which is 


the common conſequence of the too long delay of 
diſcipline. | | | 


5. Preſerve as much as poſſible, by all juſt and 
lawful methods, the efteem and love of children; 
and if it can be done, let them not quite loſe 
ſight of it, even in the ſevereſt chidings ; the af- 
fection of children being the rudder by which you 
are to ſteer them, till they are able, by Reaſon 
and Religion, to conduct themſelves. | 
Let the child that behaves well have all due en- 
couragement, and {till leave room for a laudable 
and virtuous ambition : depreſſing and cramping 
the ſpirits of lively active children is a great error 
in management, and for the moſt part produces 
the ill effects of cowardice, and an abject, ſhy, 
ſneaking temper, with flothfulneſs of endeavour ; 
for what child living can have any heart to ſet 
about any painful laborious taſk, who ſees nothing 
come of it but croſs words and ill carriage? Lit- 
tle rewards have a mighty influence on the minds 
of children of an active and ingenuous temper z 


but theſe honours muſt not be conferred too often, 


or made too cheap; for then, in proceſs of time, 
they will loſe all their force. 


6. As moral and chriſtian truth are to be chil- 
drens conſtant leſſons, draw your. inſtructions. as 
much as poſſible from the Bible itſelf ; and as 
their capacities and memories will bear it, inſtil 
the doctrines of truth, and the duties of civil and 
religious life into their minds, drop by drop, gent- 


% 


422 
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9 ly and by eaſy degrees, as you would pour liquor 


into a narrow necked vial ; or as the Prophet al- 
ludes moſt beautifully, Line muſt be upon line, 
line upon line, precept upon precept, precept upon 
Precept, bere a little, and there a litile (a). 

7. With all imaginable caution keep out of 
kg and hearing every thing that may tend to 
corrupt and vitiate childrens fanſies; and though 
it will not be poſſible to keep diſagreeable things 
long from their knowledge, yet let as much care 
as poſſible be taken of the infection of bad exam- 
ple; and Kince the depraved nature of mankind is 
much ſooner impreſſed with evil than with 
things; as long as is conſiſtent with the abſolute- 
ly neceſſary buſineſs of life, keep them out of the 
way of the temptation of bad company “. 


8. Let children be taught the neceſſity and uſe- 
fulneſs of praying to God daily by themſelves ; 
and let the reaſons for it, and the obligations to 
it, be ſhewn both from Reaſon and Scripture; ſince 
Daily-Prayer is ſo eſſential a part both of natural 
and revealed Religion. | | 
As to particular rules and methods, I will not 
undertake to preſcribe ;- only let them be plain, 
ſhort, eaſy, and iptelligible, as prudence ſhall di- 
No human means, or the moſt pious and aſſi- 
. duous endeavours will always prove ſucceſsful ; 
but this ought not to be any objection againſt the 
conſtant and diligent uſe of the means, in order 
to attain ſo valuable an end as the training up 
children in the fear of God; and as to the fore- 
ae 155 | mentioned 


Were (a) Tſai. xxvili. 10. 9 . 
Bad company. like plague· infected air, 
You'd ſhun, did you but know how bad it were, 
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mentioned objection, when the divine bleſſing at- 


tends the inſtruction, it will prove the moſt effec- 
tual preſervative againſt formality and ſuperſti- 
tion. 

Let conſtant regard be had to Family-Religion, 


and endeavour to render it agreeable and amiable, 


as much as lies within your power. Avoid havi 
Family-Exerciſes, ſuch as Reading and Prayer, 
at unſeaſonable hours; and by no means let them 
be long and tedious. 

Be continually careful to fet a good example z 
without this there can be but little hope of ſucceſs ; 


the minds of children are very buſy and inquiſi- 


tive, and the- greateſt part of what they learn in 
the dawn of life is from obſervation and example; 
ſo that if from bad precedents they learn bad 
practice, there will certainly be ſome difficulty to 
reclaim them. According to the the old maxim, 
Examples prevail above precepis; and too common- 
ly it is found, that bad examples prevail ſooner 
than good ones. | 

. do not here interfere with any thing that re- 
lates to the different ranks or degrees of children, 


whether rich or poor, or as to the different em- 


ploy ments they are capable of, or are deſigned 


for; my only intent being to recommend the in- 


ſtilling the principles of Sobriety and Religion; 
any thing more than theſe is not my preſent pro- 
VINCE. | | 
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General Rules for Conduct towards Mankind, 


F ROM the obſervation of a kind of general 
ſameneſs that runs through human nature, 
(collected partly from hiſtory and partly from 


their 
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their own experience) ſome perſons, of great ac- 
quaintance with the world, have given it as a kind 
of maxim, that in the ſpace of forty years, a man 
of parts and application to buſineſs, may lay up 
rules ſufficient to form his conduct, were he to 
live a thouſand. 5 | 
I make no diſpute about the juſtneſs of the ob- 
ſeryation 3 but after all, theſe rules relating to 
commerce with mankind will moſt of them be 
but general rules; to which there will be found, 
upon trial, ſo many exceptions, that when a man 
comes to practiſe upon them, he will find himſelf 
greatly at a loſs in many caſes. 
S⸗cience in general is an endleſs thing; and no 
one part more ſo than the knowledge of managing 
the tempers and prevailing humours of mankind. 
Some men are of that forward and zealous 
temper, that they will enterprize almoſt any thing 
while the fit is upon them, but are nothing for 
action when their heat is over. Some are naturally 
ſo ſuſpicious, and ſo frugal of their friendſhip, 
that if once they find a man in diſtreſs begins to 
build his hopes on their aſſiſtance, they grow ſhy 
of him, and artfully decline him; fearing; leſt in 
time he ſhould become troubleſome. Some men 
are ſo reſerved as to be quite impenetrable ; others 
fo ſelf-willed as to be utterly impracticable: fome' 
are ſo ambitious, that no reaſon can reſtrain them; 
others ſo ſtupid, that no good uſage will oblige” 
them: ſome are ſo open, they can hide nothing; 
others ſo fickle, and ſo falſe, they will endanger 
every thing that comes within their power. 
Nevertheleſs, ſince we are made reaſonable 
creatures, and, as ſuch, capable of converſing one 
with another ; we are bound by the laws of God 
and nature to act as cautiouſly and prudently as 
1 we 
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we can for our own ſafety and comfort in life; 


and at the ſame time to endeavour to be as uſeful 
and beneficial as we can to our fellow-creatures, 
leaving the event of things to Him, ,who has the 
hearts and ways of men at his diſpoſe (a). 

Be the predominate humours of men as: intri- 
cate as they will to inveſtigate, or be they ever ſo 
difficult to be wrought upon ; ſome knowledge 
of them is neceſſary, and muſt be obtained, in 
order to form one's conduct, be his ſtation or em- 
ployment in life what it will; and without it a 


man will no more be able to manage himſelf and 


his affairs with ſafety, than one can venture to 
ſea, who underſtands nothing of navigation, and 
who has no one to ſteer for him. | | 

Though, in active life, the final miſcarriage of 
ſo many is commonly imputed to their want of 
parts; I cannot help being of the opinion, that a 
man of mean intellects might ſteer his courſe with 
good probability of ſucceſs, if he could but be 
convinced of the value of good advice ; for, for 
the moſt part, it is not ſo much the want of ſenſe, 


as the over-valuing that ſenſe they have, that ruins 


ſo many. 


May I here offer my thoughts in a few words. 


1. Learn to know yourſelf; not in the firſt 
place your own parts and abilities, but your par- 
ticular weakneſſes of mind, and what is your 
more prevailing paſſion: learn, as your firſt leſſon, 
effectually to know what you cannot do; and by 


this means you will be the better able to judge 
for yourſelf what you can do. 


2. Never 


(a) Prov. xxi, 1. 
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2. Never think yourſelf ſo improved in know- 
ledge and experience, as to be able to act with- 
out advice, PX Ag TOs 

3. Never think yourſelf ſo ſafe, as to be out of 
the reach of danger. 1 


4. Be ever willing to learn; ſcorn no good ad- 
vice, be the giver ever ſo mean or deſpicable; but 
on the contrary, receive it heartily and thankfully, 
let it come from whoever it will. 


5. Think no pains too great, no labour too 
much, to attain true wiſdom “. Who, that fails 
on a dangerous and rocky coaſt, where many are 
caſt away, would hazard his life through mere 
neglect, or a bold preſumption on his own ſkill? 


6. Ever nouriſh in your boſom a deep reverence 
for truth; and let ſincerity govern your minuteſt 
actions: he that can make bold with truth in a 
ſmall matter, may ſoon diſpenſe with it in a 
ter. ; 
There is indeed no neceſſity to let every man 
know all one thinks of him; nor is there any in- 
ſincerity in giving way to the humours and oddi- 
ties of men; but in the mean time care ought to 
be taken that the cauſe of truth, or the right of a 
neighbour, do not ſuffer by ſervile compliances. 


7. Endeavour as much as poſſible to gain the 
command of your own temper, and eſpecially 
guard.againſt your moſt predominate inclination ; 
for that of all other is moſt like to miſguide 
n you. "es 


By 


True wiſdom, whether natural, civil or moral, is the re- 
ducing ſound principles of truth to a due and regular prattice. 


a 
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p By giving too much way to a favourite fancy, 
men both ruin their own cauſe, and do great in- 
jury to others. 1 


| He that to exceſs loves, either money, his own 


humour, or. himſelf, is of a fit temper either to 
ſell or to betray any thing. 2 
Many perſons make themſelves very uneaſy 
becauſe they have to do with perſons they know 
to be unſincere, when at the ſame time their af- 
fairs lie in fuch a ſituation that they cannot diſen- 
themſelves; in ſuch a caſe, give them civil 
uſage, and have no dependence on them ; and by 
this means (having in ſome good meaſure put it 
out of their power to hurt you) endeayour to make 
yourſelf eaſy. | 
If it be poſſible, never provoke the weak-head- 
& for they are for the moſt part vain and paſ- 
Onate. | 


8. Never reprove another for his faults, but 
when your own mind is quite calm and compoſed ; 
if the aggravating circumſtances of a crime very 
much diſcompoſe you, and you have not the 
command of your reſentment, by all means defer 
your reprehenſion for the preſent ; if the caſe will 


by any means, and with any degree of ſafety, 


mit of it. 


9. In matters of warm debate, having ſaid all 
that ſeems needful for the preſent, withdraw, 
and leave the perſon contended with to his own 
thoughts: too many words only make perſons 

more obſtinate in their own opinion; whereas let 
nature alone, and in time it will (in moſt caſes) 

come to itſelf, _ n 
10. Let your obſervations on the temper and 
conduct of thoſe you 9 with, be * 
tid ; - by 
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by you as ſome of your moſt important ſecrets : 
he that is open and laviſh in his remarks on his 
intimate - acquaintance, puts it into the power of 
every tale-bearer to do him an injury whenever he 
pleaſes; and not only ſo, but he will, in the 
opinion of thinking wary perſons, draw upon him- 
ſelf the ſuſpicion of being either an ill-natured or 
a deſigning man. „ ge 


© 11, If a friend under affliction needs your per- 
ſonal: help, or your intereſt; avoid raiſing in him 
high expectations: for however ſincere you may 
be in your intentions, or however diligent, you 
may be in executing your truſt, if you miſcarry, 
you will find it hard to eſcape cenſure; ſince diſ- 
appointment is apt to create fretfulneſs in all; but 
in none ſo much as thoſe who feel preſent miſery. 


12. For favours received, take the very firſt 
agreeable opportunity to let your friend know 
how much you have been obliged to him for his 
kindneſs; but, in caſes of the greateſt obligation, 
avoid over - wording any thing; for true generoſity 
is ever modeſt, and is apt to nauſeate a multitude 
of thanks. ooh cen 7 * WO; 
tz. Would you know how you ſtand in the 
eſteem of men of good ſenſe; never expect it from 
many words, which in ſuch caſes they never care 
to uſe, but learn it from their general carriage to 
n.,. „„ 


14. In any affair of a more public nature, 
wherein you may apprehend that poſſibly you may 
be of ſome ſervice to mankind, avoid thruſting 
_ yourſelf into it: if the world wants your help, let 
the world ſeek you; for if men do not for : 

74 regs >< Ee | * 1 lves 
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ſelves ſee their need of your aſſiſtance, they will 

give you but little thanks for your labour. 
Every man living is valued by them who know 

him, according either to his real, or his imagined 1 

importance. 0 N 4 | f 

16. At your firſt getting acquaintance, and 

coming into buſineſs, do not ſeem forward of 

making the very moſt of your abilities, by endea- 

vouring to raiſe, in the view of the world, high 

expectations of performances; but leave ſufficient 


room, that, upon trial, you may appear rather. 
better than was at firſt expected, 


The bubble fame the wary may enjoy ; 
But graſping hands the airy bliſs deſtroy, 


\ 
, 
« 
y 
| 
1 
| 
5 
16. Never flatter yourſelf with the notion of | | 
being agreeable to every body; this no man ever 1 


was, or ever can be, let his carriage and conduct 
be ever ſo obliging, ever ſo ſincere, or ever ſo 
perfectly good-natured; for as a 8 and ſtink- 
ing breath will ſully the fineſt glaſs, ſo the infect- 
ed breath of envy will ſtill have a tendency to 
tarniſn the beſt ſtudied and beſt executed 
offices that can poſſibly be offered to mankind, 


17. The moſt then that I can further ſay is, do = 
nothing but what, as to its lawfulneſs, the Sun | 
may ſhine upon, and then all the ſpleen in the 
world can never hurt you; for, in defiance of all 
your enemies can deviſe or do, you will ſtill have 0 
a ſhare in the eſteem of men of Religion, of ſo- 
briety, of good nature, and good-ſenſe : and what 
can reaſon expect or deſire. more; except the teſti= 
mony of a good conſcience, which indeed is more 
than the eſteem of all the world ? 
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X. Off Books and Reading 

. eaang. 


1 Confeſs I have not read a ſufficient number of 

books to affirm with a late author, that of all 
the books in the world, nine parts out of ten are 
abſolutely good for nothing; but this one may 
lay, that many books are much worſe than no- 

ing. J 1 

ee authors tend to fill the mind with falſe 
notions of God, of Religion, of Vice and Virtue; 
and by varniſhing vice, and dreſſing it up in all 
the pomp of language, and in all the beauties of 
poetry, effectually recommend it to the reader. 
Several things have a tendency to prejudice un- 
wWary minds in favour of bad books. 


I. The applauſe a new book gains in the world. 
It is an, original of its kind, and therefore muſt 
needs have in it ſomething very extraordinary. 

2. The taſte and faſhion of the age. The pre- 
ſent age delights. much in fable and fiction; ſo 
that he is nothing in gay company who has not 
ſome taſte that way. 4 
3. Intimate. acquaintance. Theſe: bring new 
books with them, and every one will be ſure to 
recommend what himſelf likes, be his religious 
_ ſentiments ever ſo erroneous, or, be his taſte ever 
ſo bad, or ever ſo vicious. | 
By ſuch means many have their taſte ſpoiled ; 
their fancy vitiated; their morals corrupted ; their 
time waſted ; and their life ſpent in ſuch RY 
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and converſation, which it had been derer for 
them they had never known, - - 
To avoid the influence of bad 9 let it Be 
conſidered what is the main and. principah end of 
reading, (or ought to be at leaſt) is it not that 
the mind may be ſtored with uſeful knowledge, 
and ſuch as may afford obſervations, rules. and 
directions for conduct both in civil and religious 
life? And if this be indeed the end of readin 
then books of mere ſpeculation, or mere 642497 
ment, can be but of very little uſe, if any at all; 
to a man who knows how to value his time. 
Endeavour to have your mind clearly and con- 
ſiſtently eſtabliſhed both in the principles of Chriſ- 
tianity and moral Virtue, and conſtantly maine 
a deep reverence for both. 
For the choice of the beſt authors, make wy. By. 
ſome able and well-ſtudied friends; and with them 
converſe frequently and cloſely on the main ſub- 
jects of every book you read, as time and oppor- 
tunity will permit: and having ſo done, put 


down your main thoughts, in ſome well- metho- 


diaed common- place book, in as ſuccinct and con- 
ciſe a manner as can be conveniently done; and by 
this means you will become, in ſome degree, maſ- 


ter of the main ſubjects, and have them in readi- 


neſs for uſe at any time afterwards. 


Read no more books than you can well digs 1 


over- reading hinders thinking, and tends to fill 


the mind with other mens ſentiments inſtead of 


one's own, 


Very few men, comparatively, are able to be 


at once both very great readers and cloſe thinkers; 
though indeed, in an age, there may be now and 


then ſeen ſuth a miracle among mankind. On 


the other hand, is is but little imagined how 
G 3 much 
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much ſound knowledge may be er by a few 


2 books well ſtudied,” | 17> Te AVI 

Some, by the multitude of cheir quotations, 
would ſeem as though they had read every thing, 
and underſtood . thing; but, at a nearer 
view, they do not appear ſuch extraordinary pro- 
ficients; for ſometimes a great reader, and a con- 
ſiderable linguiſt, proves but a dull reaſoner. 

In every knotty point, endeavour to diſcuſs it 
yourſelf, as far as poſſibly you can, before you 
begin to conſult the opinion of authors ; for pre- 
poſſeſſion often proves a great temptation to a man 
to be partial in his judgment, and at the ſame 
time ſuperficial in his enquiries after truth. 

Theſe two laſt obſervations are not new; and 
yet, though they have much truth in them, they 
are neither of them popular. 

Make your collection of ſtandard-books de- 
liberately. 

Read books of controverſy lowly and ſtudiouſly, | 
and no more than you have a juſt call to conſult ; 
chuſe not to make a diverſion of diſputing. 

Read books of meditation, practical piety, and 
devotion, frequently and moſt ſeriouſly. =» 

Read the Bible daily, and with reading ſtill en- 
deavour to keep the end in view; viz. your ſpiri- 
tual inſtruction, edification and comfort, called 
by St. Paul, being made wiſe to ſalvation (a). 

In reading there is what the ſtudious call, enter- 
ing into the ſpirit of an author; by which is in- 
tended, that in a cloſe and ſteady peruſal, the rea- 
der feels, as it were, the life and power of the 
writer's ſenſe and ſentiments 3 conforming and 
aſſimilating his cogitative powers to thoſe of the 
. | 8 

In 


le) 2 Tim. ili. 15. 
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In the moſt happy ſenſe, this is the experience 
of the pious contemplative Chriſtian z this is a 
diſtin& thing. from that which is the mere; e ect 
of deep learning; and which cannot be expreſſed 
or explained in any words comparable to thoſe of 
the Scripture itſelf“. This divine tincture will 
be of all other the moſt purifying to the mind, 
chearing to the heart, and the molt ſovereign an- 
tidote againſt mental infections of all kinds. 
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XI. On Refinements in Study. e- 


XTREME fine notions in any branch of 
learning ſeem,” upon the whole, to be but of 
little ſervice to the world; fince very few com- 

paratively, even among the learned themſelves, 
poſſeſs a very fine taſte ; and, even among the few 
that have it, fewer ſtill know how to make it ex- 
— Oath PHT 
Let extraordinary ſubtleties be ever ſo pleaſing 
to thoſe who invent them; this queſtion will re- 
main to be anſwered, of what great uſe can thoſe 

things be, which fo very few are able to under- 
ſtand? . bob Goh Þ, 
Next to ſincere godlineſs and extenſive benevo- 
lence, à good degree of knowledge is the greateſt 
ornament of human nature; but then the true 1 
eſtimate of knowledge is not to be taken from the 
extraordinary elevation of the fancy, but from the 
clearneſs and ſolidity of the judgment, as im- 
proved and eſtabliſned by obſervation and expe- 


nende. | 
4 1791 37% j 8 4 14 f | It 
„ 


C Demonſtration of the foirit and power, 1 Cor. ii. 4. We 
are changed into the ſame image, from glory to glory, 2 Cor. iii. 18, 
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t is ſeldom ſeen that exceſſive refiners, in the 
theory of natural morality, or of Chriſtian divinity, 

e moch in the practice of either. |, 
It is very difficult for 4 great wit to curb. the 
' excelies of his fancy; a ſtudent, with a fruitful 
imagination (which commonly has ambition for 
Its attendant) will find it more difficult to ſuppreſs 
2 fine notion of his own, (which 0 does but 

ancy is an original) than to invent an ro te 
five baked. 'S ; hes in Pager 
Many authors are ſo partial to almoſt every new 
hypotheſis of their own inventing, that, in defence 
of it, they will venture to explain, and refine 
upon the moſt ancient principles that come in 
their way, and that do not exactly ſquare with 
their new doctrine; even ſuch principles that have 
been hitherto moſt conſtantly and univerſally al- 
lowed to be fundamental articles. 

This laſt ſort of refiners are ſomewhat like the 
workmen lately employed in repairing and deco- 
rating a country Church; who, (having a more 

curious taſte than their forefathers who built it) 
| e c leſſening, and. paring away the old pil- 
lars, till, at leng 25 down came the building, and 


a narrow eſcape bad theſe artiſts from having it all 
about their ears. 


In defence of this freedom, it is argued, that 
4 doftrine is not any, thing more true becauſe it is 
old; true, nor is it any thing the leſs ſo.; and if a 
man ought, not to be over confident of a doctrine 
becauſe it is old, he ought to be leſs confident of 
it if it be new; 1500 1 ill, i be ©doriogef | 


"happily 
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happily. cramped in their education, or W 
pol 9 5 life, chan the gaining the applauſe of 
the moſt curious, by entertaining them with fine 
notions and new thoughts; ſince thoſe who labour 
under ſuch, apparent 2 . have, of all 
men living, the greateſt need of aſſiſtanſe. 
In the near views of death, and when the ſoul 

is is taking wing for eternity, there will need ſome- 
what much ſtronger to ſupport the human mind, 
than the conſciouſneſs of having taken great pains 


to appear in the opinion of che polite and learned 
world a fine ſcholar. | | | 


meet 
4 XII. On Retroſpedton 


H E. maxims of Auguſtus Cefar were, Haſte 
lowly ; ſoon enough, if well enough.” He that 
would write fair muſt write: flow, and carefully 
Fe-ERAmIRE every line, and every letter as he goes 
along: he that would be perfect in a difficult 


nd 
croſs road, muſt look back often, and mark well 


the turnings, and the way - marks in his journey. 
We travel through life as i 1 a road, to 


which we are in a great - meaſure ſtrangers, and 
where are found many / croſſings. and crooked 
turnings; which windings and intricate paſſages 
we ought, to mark well, that (though we ſhalt 
never go this journey twice over) the errors com- 
mitted in the morning of life may be amended in 
the afternoon. | 

This employment of ſill re-examining the ac- 
tions of paſt life, will coſt much labour and ap- 
| plication of mind, that ſo it may, in ſome meaſure, 
anſwer the ends of a uſeful, reputable, and religious 


life; 
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life ; which are indeed the principal ends for which 
men have life beſtowed upon them by their great 
Creator; though indeed, with the moſt, theſe 
ends are too little thought upon. 

What makes nature ſo averſe and reluctant to 
this taſk, is a latent root of pride; nature, con- 
ſcious to itſelf of ſo many defects, cannot endure 
to dwell in thought upon its own follies ; but 
when the profitableneſs of this employment comes 
to be duly weighed; it will appear, that the labour 
is abundantly compenſated to the piouſly diſpoſed, 
whatever opinion the indolent or the ſelf- righteous 
way entertain to the contrary. 


1. By means of frequent ſelf-examination, and 
by calling ourſelves to a ſtrict account for paſt 
conduct, we ſhall grow in modeſty end humility. 
Pride is the child of ignorance ; he that is allow- 
edly. vain of his own performances, it may be 
taken for granted, has never thoroughly examined 
them; for if he had, he muſt needs have ſeen 
weakneſſes enough to have kept his vanity under. 

But however neglectful men may be as to their 
/ ering, civil affairs, and whatever may be the 

ſequence, no man can be a conſcientious de- 
your Chriſtian, who lives in the neglect of ſelf- 
examination; ſo far is this from the character of 
2 iety, that it is the brand of a profligate. 

attereth himſelf in his own Hes, until his ini- 

4 be. found to be bateful (a). O how much 
2 were it for a man to put himſelf to ſname 


. at the bar of his own conſcience, and bluſh in his 


cloſet before the all- ſeeing God, than neglect this 
duty, till ſome bold temptation, coinciding with 
ſome ſordid and ungovernable n 3 him 
to eee n 115 world! s n 
| it e » 45.48 When 
0 Plal, 1 XIxvi. 3 
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Wben a tradeſman fails in the world, the Dutch 
proverb is, He bas nos kept bis books well + the 
application is eaſy: when any man diſcovers A 
coldneſs towards practical godlineſs, and 

to be neglectful of inward vital Religion, one 
may venture to be certain there has been ſome 
habitual neglect of ſelf- examination; for, had 
this been attended to as it ought, things would 
never have been with him as they are; you may 
take this for a rule, decay of Religion always firſt 


begins within. 


2. The conſtant review of paſt life teacheth us 
to be greatly thankful to God, for his moſt gra- 
cious preſervation of us, and anten us with 
the bleſſings of his goodneſs (a). 

How many inſtances of miſconduct are entered 
down in our private journal of life, and how 
many more would the eagerneſs, the impatience, 
the inexperience of youth have hurried us into; 
even ſuch, from the effects of which we could. 
never have freed ourſelves to our dying day, if 
our moſt merciful God had not provided for us 
much better than we ſhould have provided for 
ourſelves ? | 


3. This will much aſſiſt in cloſet-devotion. He 
that all day keeps no 'account of the mercies he 
has received, or of the fins and follies he has been 
guilty of, will, at night, have little inclination. to 
prayer; and muſt, it he prays at all, confeſs his 
ſins, intreat for new mercies, and give thanks for 
the bleſſings of the day, all in a confuſed, diſor- 
derly, unaffected way, and all at random. 


4. The oftener this is done, the eaſier it will | 
prove, through conſtancy of practice. He that 


* "VS 
þ 


(a) Pal, xxi. 3. 
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often poſts his books, and ſettles his accounts, 
makes the ſureſt work in trade; and not only fo, 
but his buſineſs rolls on with much more eaſe and 
5. By ſelf- reflexion, paſt inadvertencies are 

made to turn to future advantage. Thinking men 
do with their ſchemes, as authors uſe to do with 
their manuſcripts, eraſe, alter, and interline their 
arſt draughts, and then, laying them up in the 
corner of their ſtudy, publiſh only their corrected 


copy. 


6. By comparing the conduct of paſt years with 
the preſent, one is able the better to judge whether 
be makes any improvement in the practical part 


of things; ſince practice ought to be the main end 
of all knowledge and experience whatever. 
By way of Advice. 


1. Choſe to be, as much as may be expedient, 
under the eye of ſome judicious-and faithful friend, 
one who is judiciouſly ſevere upon his own con- 
duct ; otherwiſe, if your friend be negligent of 
himſelf, he will hardly have preſence of ke 
ſufficient to correct your errors; for with what 
face can a man of ſenſe pretend to be ſtrict upon 
his friend's conduct; when at the ſame time he 
diſregards his-own ? 1 | 
2. Obſerve narrowly the workings of your own 
heart; for miſconduct in life moſt commonly 
proceeds from ſome faulty inclination within. 


 _ 23- Humbly and devoutly commit both your 
heart and life to God by daily prayer, imploring 
divine grace to enable you to be diligent and faith- 
ful in the diſcharge of this duty of 'ſelf-cenſure; . 
for nature left to itſelf is by far too weak and too 
V 
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and fervent manner, - expreſſeth himſelf ; Search 

me, O God, and know my heart; try me, and know. 
my thoughts : and ſee if there be any wicked way in 
me, and lead me in the way everlaſting (a). 


(a) P/ad. exxxix- 23, 24. 
XIII. Of the Uncertainty of earthly Enjoyments. 


— All is vanity, Ecclxs. xii. 8. 


THAT perfect happineſs is not to be enjoyed 

in any created good, or in any one condition 
in the preſent life, is a truth confirmed by conſtant 
experience and by uniyerſal obſervation : while we 
are in purſuit of ſome deſirable object, we with 
pain behold it at a diſtance ; if we obtain it, we find 
ſoon, to our ſevere mortification, that, like /xion, 
we embrace a cloud: and if we ſeem to reſt in 
our acquired enjoyment, in ſome unhappy, un- 
thought of moment, it vaniſhes from our eyes; 
and nothing is left but the afflictive remembrance 


that ſuch a pleaſure once amuſed us, as it were 


for a moment, | | | | 


Thus airy phantoms of the night, 
Glide by the dim, deluded ſight, 
And ſcarce are ſeen. 


It is often found, that we ſuffer more pain 
through diſappointment of our hope fixed on a 


+. 7 dd. k 
© 


partial to be entruſted with an affair of ſuch con 
ſequence : thus the Pſalmiſt, in the moſt humble 


wo FREE THOUGHTS ON 
diſtant object, than we do from the deprivation 
of a preſent enjayment 3 and the reaſon ſeems to 
be this, while we are in chace of ſome diſtant ob- 
je& of delight, our paſſions are apt to inflame ; 
and ſtil} the more, in proportion to the height of 
preſent deſire, and the fear of loſing what we fo 
eagerly purſue ; the object till retiring farther off 
from us, it increaſes in ſeeming magnitude even 
beyond meaſure ; and when it quite diſappears, 
_ we ſeem to ſuffer a loſs, that even time and nature 
can hardly repair. 


Thus have we ſeen the Ruler of the day, 
Swift rolling down the occidental way ; 
While Thetis the diurnal monarch calls, 
With great'ning blaze his ſhining chariot falls; 
Till the bright wheels ſunk quite below our ſight, 
__ Gild half the weſtern ſky with beamy light *. 


In the mean time, this gives us the greateſt rea- 
ſon to adore the wiſdom and goodneſs of the great 
Governor of the world, in his ſo mercifully con- 
ducting the concerns of frail misjudging mortals 
for: them. 105 

Our heavenly Father, who beſt knows what is 

for us, does not give us our portion of earth- 
ly bleſſings all at once, but by due and juſt allot- 
ments, that our weak paſſions may not be intoxi- 
cated with exceſs of earthly pleaſures; that we 
may be prevented in ſome meaſure from being 
over-earneſt in purſuit, or too ſenſual in the fruition 
of our defires ; and that we may with patience and 
reſignation commit our all into the hands of our 
"hah moſt 
be Clown who wanted to ride upon the would 
he have been happier if he had cen — f 
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moſt gracious God; who muſt needs know infi- 
nitely better than we what is really for our good, 
And at what time, in what manner, and in what 
degree to diſpenſe it. 17 77 

Thus we ſee our temporary comforts are not 
poured down upon us all at once in one violent 
torrent, but are conveyed to us through a variety 
of the moſt agreeable channels; ſo that when one 
comfort fails, we have ſtill another at hand to re- 
lieve us: and if one friend fails us, we have ano- 
ther left to aſſiſt and comfort us. | | 

On the other hand, our affliftions are either 
quite hid from us till we are ſtrengthened to bear 
them; or if we are in ſight of them, and they 
hang over our head like a black thunder-cloud, 
the impending ſtorm does not burit all at once 
upon us, ſo as to overwhelm us utterly, 


£ 


1 
9 
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Kind Providence till graciouſly provides, 
And {till in part our future ſorrow hides ; 
Makes every ill in due proportion riſe, 

And blaſted joys with blooming joy ſupplies. 


Such reflexions will aſſiſt in forming a judgment 
of the nature of true happineſs, what it is, and 
where only it can be found; if the word happineſs 

be applied to any thing enjoyed in the preſent life, 
it muſt ſtill be underſtood with a ſtrict limitation, : 
for no man can be compleatly happy till death. 2M 
We ought not to over-value any earthly good, 5 
or preſs it too cloſe to our boſom; as we too often 
do to the great neglect of the ſupreme A e 
which lies in the enjoyment of the favour of God, 
and of communion with him; whoſe loving kind - 
neſs is better than life (a). 1 
a . ; 2 


* 
IE 4 ja 
* — 5 + — 
— p <S= i. wa. FE * 


a 
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(a) P/al. Ixiii, 3. 
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: * 5 
N45 ſhi wic f frequently call our hearts to a ſtrict 
8 5 r. this criminal neglect, in leaving the 
ſubſtantial felicity, for that which, we cannot, 
| dea 8118 gur own frequent ee is but 
e and vaniſhing. 0 531 


"ro "vt ſhould thou leave fuch joy as as, 
Vain pleaſures to purſue; 


0% Shadks, that no more can feed thy bliſs 
Than colours green and blue? 


Toa well my. mourning heart replies, 
Too well l'm made to know, 
Whatever I too fondly prize 


Proves but a pleaſing woe. 


It is the g greateſt aggravation of our ſorrows in 
life, that we Ferit our expectations, in not 
only looking for more in the creature than we real- 
ly find upon trial, but even more than it can poſſi- 
bly give: this indeed is the univerſal infirmity of 
human nature, even in the very beſt of men ; and 
yet, notwithſtanding all theſe fluctuations of mind, 

the ig ward oerl of love to God and Chriſt 
will ſtill point upward : I bhom bave 1 in heaven but 
* thee? and there is none upon earth that I defire be- 


ſides thee (4): it 


Ariſe, thou Sun of righteouſneſs, 
With ſpeed ſalvation bring: 

Shed on my ſoul thy heavenly grace, 
From thy refulgent wing. 


If 
(a) P/al. lxxiii. 25. | 
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If thou withdraw thy chearing ray 
This active ſoul of mine 

In gloomy ſorrow ſinks away, 
And all its powers decline: 


Without thy preſence nature ſeems 
The image of deſpair; 

Nor ſhines the ſun without thy beams, 
Nor earth, nor ſkies are fair, 


| SPHAESSSISSSSISSPHUPHOSSS 


XIV. 07 Redeeming Trane. ' © '*/ 
W HIL E all men complain of the ſhortneſs 


and vanity of human life, few have the 
wiſdom to alleviate the evil; but, on the contrary, 
when the beſt advice is offered, the moſt neglect 
it, as accounting the remedy too troubleſome and 
expenſive. ü 
He that in his mind is determined to ſerve God, 
and do good in his generation, will never want 
- employment, 
He that has gained the prudence to gather up 
the little ſcattered particles of his time, which the 
moſt throw away, has attained in ſome good mea- 
ſure to the moſt uſeful and pious end of living. 
Whatever divine Providence has made to any 
one his main buſineſs of life, this ought to be his 
main ſtudy, be the calling whatever it will, and 
on this moſt time ought to be ſpent : there are 
thoſe who, inſtead of applying the main part of 
their time to one thing, continually divide and 
ſubdivide their time and their employment into a 
multitude of parts ; theſe have commonly a ſmat- 
| tering 


7 n th. | ; 5 N „ n * s : ; i 4 
: x "3... * P j - af » 9 * 12 8 k N Y * 9 5 p \ 
. IE * * 5 ' 0 , 23s TY 4 * N oy” oh 1 
* : = * 
— 


114 FREE THOUGHTS ON 
tering of almoſt every thing, at laſt are petfect 1 in 
nothing. | 


It will be found upon obſervation, that the 
ſtrongeſt brain, and the firmeſt conſtitution, will 


at times ſtand in need of relaxation; the mind 


being weary, will need reſt as well as the body: 
and if it be much overſtrained, like a bow that is 
kept continually bent, it will in time loſe its force; 
ſo that whoever imagines he ſhall gain by theſe 
exceſſive meaſures, will, in the end, find that he 
loſes time inſtead of redeeming it. 

Invention, like nature, may be aſſiſted, but can 

never be forced to any good purpoſe ; when the 
fancy grows drowly, give it reſt ; but let care be 
taken that theſe vacations do not return too often, 
hecauſe ſloth will be apt to grow upon too much 
Jeiſure. 
The mind ought to be early exerciſed, and ſtill 
inured to a LOS way of thinking, until it becomes 
in a ſort habitual ; if this be neglected in the for- 
mer part of life, it is hardly ever attained after- 
wards. 

If prudence, reaſon and worldly intereſt, argue 
ſo powerfully for the diligent improvement of 
time; how much more ſhould the thoughts of 
the uncertainty of life, and the awful concerns of 
an unſeen, everlaſting world, engage us to walk 
cireumſpetily, not as fools, but as wiſe ; redeeming 
the time, becauſe the days are evil (a). 

It is a ſolemn weighty thought, Man is a crea- 
ture made for eternity; and while he lives in a 
world full of changes, he is haſtening to a world 


an knows no change. 


| The 
| (a) Epheſ. v. 15, 16. 


— 
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The Scriptures frequently compare the Chriſtian 
life to a race (a), to a pilgrimage (5), to a war- 
fare (c). 1 : a 
H we, as Chriſtians, are in a race, we have no 
time to loſe, and every delay is hazardous; it 
therefore highly concerns us to ſee to it, that we run 
not as uncertainly, but as ſtill preſſing toward the 
mark for the prize of the high calling of God in 
Obriſt Jeſus (d). | 
If we are in a pilgrimage, we are far from the 
Proper place of our ſettlement ; and having here 
no continuing city, we (like the patriarchs of old) 
ought to ſeek one that is to come, even à city 
tobich hath foundations, whoſe builder and maker is 
God (e). | | 
If we are in a warfare, we ſhall find that we are 
beſet on every hand with the moſt ſubtle, the moſt 
watchful, the moſt indefatigable enemies; who 
purſue us ſo cloſe at the heels, that (as the military 
terms are) we ſhall find no time to entrench our- 
ſelves, fo as to be at reſt ; but ſtill lying under 
arms, muſt be ready either to march, or fight, at 
a minute's warning. | 


Awake, my ſoul, and ſuffer no delay 
See, ſee how ſwift the ſeaſons roll away: 
No pleaſures paſt, no future ſuff rings mourn, 
Paſt joys are dead, and future woes unborn ; 
But now is thine—(that ſcarce within thy pow'r*;) 
Let no vain cares conſume this only hour : 
A This 


(a) 1 Cor. ix. 25, 26. (6) Heb, xi, 13. 1 Pet. ii. 11. 
(e) Epheſ. vi. 10, &c. (4) Phil, iii. 14. 
(e) Heb, xi. 10. | 

* Pſal. xxzi. 15. My times art in thy hand, 
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This little now. in better work employ; . | / 
Go, ſerve thy Cod; and ſeek eternal joy. 


II 


FFF 
XV. A Meditation in Sickueſs. 


AN D now death has given me another ſolemn 
warning, and I ought to receive it as a friend- 
ly one; can I, dare I take it otherwiſe, when ſo 
many are hurried down to the chambers of death, 
without ſo much as an hour's notice of the near ap- 
proach of that pale meſſenger of mortality *. 
Had this ghaſtly ſerjeant of the inviſible world 
come to me with his final commiſſion in his hand, 
what could I have objected? have not I had warn- 
ings after warnings almoſt innumerable? or ſhould 
I have had any juſt reaſon to have been angry 
with the meſſenger, who had then done no more 
than his office? eb £05974) 
What have I gained by this ſickly ſolitude? of 
life I can ſay, I would not live always (a): O how 
do I long to have my mind freed from this hanker- 
ing inclination after the traſh and trumpery of 
lite? O that my mind were once involved and even 
loſt in the deepeſt contemplations on eternity! 
And how long will this ſeemingly intenſe deſire 
hold ? till I get abroad into the world again : I 
find my ſoul as naturally takes cold with going 
into the open air of the world, as my body does. 
But what can I do? I cannot live ſeparate from 
the world, ſo long as I poſſeſs mortality; nor can 


1 live 


* While I was at this time confined to my room through 
illneſs; a neighbour, over-right my door, dropt down dead 
ſaddenly as he was warming his hands by the fire, 

| (a) Job vii. 16. 


— 


I live apart from myſelf : this ſoul-ſickneſs cleaves 
ſo faſt to my nature, and is ſo caſt and mingled 
with my very frame and conſtitution, that all the 


powers of my mind are exceedingly weakened 
by it. b 


For ſome years paſt, there have been but few 


days, or even hours, when the thoughts of death 
and eternity have been out of my mind, and yet 
how ſeldom is my ſoul impreſſed with the thought 
of their nearneſs ? ſtill death is at a diſtance, like 
ſomething up in the clouds, none knows where ; 
when, -at the ſame time, for any thing I know, 
he may be juſt now before me, though unſeen, 
with his bow bent, and the arrow drawn up to the 
very head *: and can I yet wander into imperti- 
nencies : 

Do I indulge hopes of ſpending a long eternity 
with my bleſſed Redeemer ; and can my heart ſtill 
ſtray from him? ſtrange inconſiſtency ! and yet 
I find both true alternately ; one time it is, Thom 
bave 1 in heaven but thee; and there is none upon 
earth that I deſire beſides thee (a); anon it is, O 
wretched man that I am, who ſhall deliver me 
from the body of this death (S) l 

As to any thing in myſelf, I know by long ex- 
perience there is nothing, no not in the leaſt, to be 
depended upon ; I have determined to live more 
to the glory of God, and to walk more cloſely 
with him, more than a thouſand times over, and 
after all have been the ſame vain, earthly, negli- 
gent creature as before; ſo that ſhould I fix my 


truſt here, I know what will be the final iſſue. 


H 3 Reſolve, 
Nor twangs the bow, yet ſure and deep the wound. 
: Dr Warrs. 


(a) Eſal. Ixxiii. 25. (2) Ram. vii. 24. 
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N Reſolve, and re · reſolve, then die the ſame 7. 


Life I ſte will ſoon decline, and time is ever 
tnouldering away, like a heap of crumbling ſand; 


when ſhall I enjoy the happineſs of a more fixed 
and ſteady communion with my God ? when ſhall 
I be able to rejoice in the hope, that I am growing 


more and more into the likeneſs and image of my 


Saviour! what is it that till keeps my foul at ſo 
great a diſtance ? 


Still this conſolation remains, *with Chriſt there 


is an inexhauſtible ſtore of all grace. O may I 


never want a heart to ſeek it in him! and may I 

conſtantly be led by faith to rely upon him, as the 
Lord my righteouſneſs and ſtrength (a)! I know 
the powerful influence of this bleſſed ſun of righte- 


ouſneſs (b) is able to reclaim and fix my wandering 


heart. 


Too long, alas, my feet have ſtray'd, 
Where error, death and darkneſs lead; 
Bleſs'd Saviour, lead my ſoul to thee, 

Thou ſpring of all felicity ! 


There could I ſpend eternal days, 

There on thy glories ever gaze 
Till, bleſs'd with light, with life, with love, 
I liv'd below like thoſe above, 


ks + Night Thoughts. 
(a) Jai. xlv. 24. (b) Mal. iv. 2, 
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XVI. A Mourning-Piece ; \ſecredo Briendfiip, 


N common woes, o' erflowing tears, I find, 
Aſſuage the ſwelling ſorrows of the mind; 
But now, from vented grief new dolors riſe, 


Since Friendſhip's ſource the riſing flood ſupplies. 


Revolving ſtill in thought the night that gave 
My ever dear Euphronius to the grave. 
Methinks I ſee the pale, the languid throng, 
In gloomy pomp, ſlow, folemn, move along ; 
While blazing lights more deeply diſmal ſhow, 
The awful ſadneſs fix'd on ev'ry brow: 
The thickning crowds that round his coffin come 3 
The briny torrents guſhing on his tomb. 

Still let me weep, all ſilent and alone, 

As conſtantly as weeps the marble ſtone; 

And be my cold negle& with ſhame purſu'd, 
If ſtones can ſhame more dull ingratitude *. 
But, can one inmoſt thought at grief repine, 
Where ſacred truth, and dear affection join? 
O artleſs grief, be thou my conftant aid, 
Till, with expiring lite, the debt is paid. 

How vain my hope, for bleſſings long to come, 
That charming ſweetneſs mix'd with early bloom ! 
Euphronius' form, addreſs, affection gain; 
80 rer mild; ſo elegantly plain! 

H 4 Thus 

—— Bhi xa cacumiue montis | | 

Liguitur, & lacrymis etiamnum marmora manant. 


Ovid. Mr. L. 6. 


| 
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Thus have I ſeen a river glide along, 

Its ſurface ſmooth, its current deep and ſtrong; 

While verdant banks each ſilver edge adorn, 

With bluſhing roſes, or with bending corn. 
How kind the hints his candor would impart, 
Or to reclaim, or fix my wand'ring heart; 

From good and right how oft my ſteps decline, 

Ways without end, temptations turn and twine : 
Still, like a mole, they burrow to and fro, 
Beyond my thought : what can a mortal do ? 
How happy once in ſuch a faithful guide ! 

Since, where one keeps the narrow path, a thou- 

ſand go beſide. 

O ſacred Friendſhip ! how would love pd 
Thy ſoothing theme with thoughts for ever new; 
Did not the hourly cares of life combine 
To break the chain, and ſtop the fond deſign. 


Lament, my ſoul, the grievous loſs deplore, 
To thee, to earth, Euphronius is no more! 


O! muſt ſo bright a ſun go down at noon? 
So fair a proſpect diſappear ſo ſoon? 
Muſt that ſtern Tyrant, whoſe imperious ſway, 
Sweeps all the globe before him in his way; 
Ev'n while the world, with fondly fixed eyes, 
Sees every grace with growing beauty riſe ; 
Muſt then, juſt then, the fell Deſtroyer come, 
And furious ſnatch him to the gaping tomb? 
What deeper grief can my pain'd heart diſcloſe, 
What keener pang exaſperate my woes; 
When babbling Fame, whoſe fond officious hafte, 
For ever ſpreads diſtreſſing news ſo faſt : 


Cruel 
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Cruel to me, not the leaſt item gave, 
To drop one friendly tear into his grave? 
Nor can my ſlumb'ring aſhes hope to prove, 
The feebleſt, pooreſt, laſt eſſay of love; 
My tomb ſeems mark'd by Providence divine, 
Thrice-dear. Euphronius ] very far from thine. 

Yet ſtill my pray*r to heav'n thy ſhade purſues 
(Be mine the boon, though all on earth J loſe) 
« May I thy pious footſteps oft review, 
« And mark that track thy bright example drew 
« Till I arrive on that eternal ſhore, 
« Where Death nor Time ſhall ever part us more. 
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XVII. To a Friend under Affiction. 


I N God alone be all your humble truſt ; 

Unchanging is his will, his dealing juſt: 
Mercy and truth in every act combine; 
Infinite love, and tenderneſs divine. 

Here may your ſoul full acquieſcence feel. 
Till every wiſh diſſolves into his will. 

May pure devotion ſtill your hours employ; 
May heavenly proſpects animate your joy; 
Glowing with life, may all your graces ſhine ; 
Till, at the hour hid in decrees divine, 

Your ſtreams of comfort taſted here below, 
Riſe to the height that Saints in glory know. 
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XVIII. Conſolations for pious Mind; Various 
Ways diſtreſſed. 


I. A Conſolation under afflitive Providences. 


PSALM XXXIV. 19. 


Many: are the alflittions of the righteous : but the 
Lord delivereth him out of them all. 


A S the Jaelites journey, from Egypt through 
the Red Sea to Canaan, was all wilderneſs, 
where they found no ſettled reſt, ſo is the life of 
the truly.godly. 

There is ſtill a ſecret divine reaſon, a need be, 
that thoſe who truly love and fear God, ſhould 
ſometimes be in heavineſs through manifold templa- 
tions (a) : and as there is no child but may poſſi - 
bly ſtand in need, at times, of moderate correc- 
tion: ſo there is no ſon of God by gracious adop- 
tion, whom God, his heavenly Father, chaſtnerh 
not ; but ſtill in love, and with a paternal regard 
to his beſt intereſt (5). 

And ſince one who has received the grace of 
God in truth, cannot but be conſcious to himſelf 
of many weakneſſes and ſinful follies, which de- 
ſerve correction, he may therefore juſtly expect 
ſomething of that kind. 

The afflictions which attend the children of God, 
during the preſent life, are, as to their circum- 
ſtances, infinitely various in kinds and degrees; 


| but 
(@):1 Pet. i. 6. (b) Heb, xii, 
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but among the reſt; theſe. may be accounted as. 
three of the greateſt. trials that tend to aggravate 


any affliction ſo as to make the cup intenſely: bit- 


ter. 
1. When the ſtate and condition in life is ſud- 


denly changed; as from plenty, wealth and opu- 
lence, to deep poverty and diſtreſs, ſuch was the 


affliction of Fob: (a). | 


2. When, from exalted pleaſures and manifeſta- 
tions of the divine favour, the Chriſtian ſeems to 


be ſuddenly involved in ſoul-darkneſs. This ſeems. 


to have been the caſe of the Pſalmiſt. In my pro- 
ſperity I ſaid, I ſhall never be moved. Lord, by thy 


favour, thou baſt madt my mountain to ſtand ſtrong :_ 


Thou didſt hide thy face, and I was troubled (b). 
Saint Paul had abundance of divine revelations 
given to him; when, lo, all as on a ſudden he 
had ſome grievous temptation, called a thorn in 
the fleſh, the meſſenger of Satan to buffet him. 


3. When under fore diſtreſſes God ſuffers his 
children to pour out many and repeated ardent 


ſupplications at his mercy- ſeat, and gives them no 
direct anſwer, ſo as to deliver them: ſo was it 


with St Paul; he beſought the Lord thrice, that is, 


over and over again, bat the temptation might de- 


part from bim; but inſtead of its being taken away, 
the anſwer is, My grace is ſufficient for thee, for 
my ſtrengib is made perfect in weakueſs (c). 
Theſe three afflictions are very trying to the for- 
titude, the faith, and patience of a ſincere Chriſ- 
tian; and yet this one ſingle conſideration, Te 
all-ſufficiency of the. divine grace, when applied by 
the power of the holy Spirit, and taken in by 
wer faich, 


(a) Jobiii, (0) Hal r, 5. 
f * le) 2 Cor. XII. 79. 
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faith, and in a meaſure reſted in, is able to ſup- 
port under any croſs, be it ever ſo heavy; under 
any trial, be it ever ſo great, or under all kinds of 
adverſity, be they ever ſo many. Saint Paul 
Found it ſo in his own caſe; and therefore, to the 
former account of his temptation he immediately 
ſubjoins, Therefore will I rather glory in mine infir- 
mities, that the power of Chriſt. may reſt upon me. 
Therefore I take pleaſure in infirmities, in reproach- 
en, in_neceſſuties, in perſecutions, in diſtreſſes for 
Cbriſt's ſake ;, for, when I am weak, then am 1 
r | | 

And how encouraging is the conſideration, that 
we are ſo frequently called upon in the word of 
God to commit our all into his moſt merciful and 
moſt gracious hands, by humble prayer in faith 
and truſt in his goodneſs ; leaving all events to 
the diſpoſal of his Providence. Caſt all your care 
on him, for he careth for you (b). Caſt thy burden 
#pon the Lord, and he ſhall ſuſtain thee : he hall 
never ſuffer the righteous to be moved (c). 

When the Father of Mercies and God of all 
Comfort invites, and encourages a poor weak at. 
flicted creature to caſt all his care and all his bur- 
den upon him, it intends chiefly all that part of 
every concern in life that is anxiouſly painful and 
_ diſtreſſing to the human mind. O the infinite 
mercy ! O the infinite condeſcenſion of the God of 
heaven | thus (ſpeaking after the manner of men) 
to expreſs, as it were, an anxious ſolicitude for 
poor unworthy mortals ! as though the eaſe and 
- happineſs of a dying worm were a thing of impor- 
tance to him who inhabits the glories of eternity, 
Lord what is man, that thou ſhouldſt mag niſy bim, 
a | x and 

(a) 2 Cor. xii 10, (5) 1 Pet. v. 7. 
(c) P/al. lv. 22. $288 | . 
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and that thou ſhouldſt ſet thine heart upon him, and 

, that thou ſhouldſs viſit him every morning, and try 
him every moment (a)! 
We always find by experience, that deep care 
and thoughtfulneſs about the final iſſue and event 
of our concerns, is by far the heavieſt end of bu- 
ſineſs : bodily labour is nothing to compare with . 
it, From whence we are taught what 1s the main 
work, and ſhould be the conſtant ſtudy and em- 
ploy of the afflicted Chriſtian ; namely, to bring 
all his burdens to a gracious and compaſſionate 
Saviour ; whoſe kind invitation is, Come unto me, 
all ye that labour and are beavy laden, and I will 
give you reſt (b). Be careful for nothing ;, but. in 
every thing by prayer and ſupplication let your re- 
queſt be made known to God (c). 

Fathers of the fleſh chaſtiſe their children after 
their own pleaſure ; there is a great alloy of hu» 
mour, and peeviſhneſs, and partiality, mixed with 
their paternal care and affection ; but our heavenly - 
Father, for our profit, that we may be partakers 
of Bis holineſs (d). "0 

It affords great conſolation in diſtreſs, to conſi- 
der that our wiſe, holy, and gracious God, our 
God in covenant, never varies in the leaſt from 
his firſt determination of goodneſs z but is ſtill pro- 
ſecuting the ſame. important ſcheme of our ſal- 
vation, and the compleating our everlaſting hap- 
pineſs, thro* the very darkeſt ſcenes, thro* the 
moſt intricate diſpenſations of Providence, and 
thro? every viciſſitude of life. 

In what triumphant language does Saint Paut 
cloſe this divine doctrine. There is therefore now 
no condemnation to them which are in Chriſt 1 

* 
(a) Job vii. 17, 18, (6) Matt, xi, 28. 
(c) Phil, iv,. 6, (4% Heb. xii. 10. 
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bo walk not after the feſb, Dt after the Spirit (a). 
H# bat ſhall we then "ſay to theſe things ; if G he 
for us, who can be againſt us (b)? Ho perempto- 
*rily does he aſſert the impoſſibility of che ſepara- 
tion of a child of God from his covenant love? 
The ſum may be comprized in the following 
Paraphraſe on Nomuns viii. 38, 39. | 
I am fully perfwaded, that neither the pains 
«of death, nor the forrows of life, nor the ſub- 
«© tilty or malice of evil ſpirits, nor the combined 
force of principalities and powers, nor the in- 
« fluence of things preſent, nor the effect of thirigs 
„ to come, nor the height of proſperity, nor the 
depth of adverſity, nor the effort of any crea- 
& ture now in being, or that ſhall hereafter know 
C exiſtence, ſhall be able to feparate us from the 
„ Toye of God which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord.” 
() Rom, viii. 1. (5) Yer. 31. 
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II. A Conſolation againſt Satan's Temptations, 
LUKE xxii. 31, 32. 1 
And the Lord ſaid, Simon, Simon, Bebold Satan hath 
defired io have you, that he might ſiſt you as 
wheat ; | 
But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not. 


HE Chriſtian's life may well be compared to 

* a warfare, upon the account of his many 
conflicts with the temptations of Satan. 

Where grace reigns in the heart, the Chriſtian 

is like a Soldier of a thorough martial ſpirit, who 

would much rather die upon the ſpot, than be 

8 fully 


* EW? ? — * , 5 - N * | 
* 


PRACTICAL RELIGION. 127 
fully ſurrender himſelf into the power of his ene- 
my. | | 
N deep are the deſigns of Satan laid ? how 
long and large is his experience? how exact and 
cloſe, how particular are his obſervations of na- 
ture, of conſtitution, of life, with all its circum- 
ſtances ? how narrowly does he watch human na- 
ture in all its motions and inclinations ? with what 
inexpreſſible diligence and application does he 
catch hold of, and improve every - occaſion that 
offers to faſten a temptation on the mind? how 
deep is his penetration? how ſubtle are his inſinua- 
tions? how inveterate is his malice ? how unwea- 
ried and indefatigable his endeavours to deſtroy 
ſouls ? What can human wiſdom do againſt all 
. theſe? 

Behold, I have prayed for thee, What an in- 
vincible barrier is here raiſed againſt the tempta- 
tions of Satan to fruſtrate their main deſign, and 
8 diſconcert their final iſſue? Satan would de- 

roy the godly by main force, or he would un- 
dermine them by treachery, or he would arm all 
the world of the wicked againſt them, or he would 
blow them up with pride, or ſink them in deſpair ; 
but this interceſſion of Chriſt, I have prayed for 
thee, {till prevents their final ruin. | 

As the foundation of the believer's pardon and 
juſtification is laid in the obedience and facrifice of 
Chriſt ; his ſtanding in a ſtate of grace, and his 
final perſeverance, is immutably ſecured by the 

revalence of his interceſſion : He is able to ſave ts 
the uttermoſt all who\come unto God by bim; ſeeing 
be ever liveth to make interceſſion for them (a). 

This argument to encourage diſtreſſed Chriſtians 
to fly to God their heavenly Father, who ſtil 

dwells 


() Heb. vii, 25, 
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wells upon a mercy - ſeat, whenever they are aſ- 
faulted by Satan, is improved be Saint Paul with 
inexpreſſible force and power of argument. 
Seeing then we have a great high prieſt that is 
.paſſed inio the beavens,: Feſus the Son of God, let us 
ald faſt our profeſſion. For we have not an high 
Prieſt which cannot be touched with the feeling of our 
inſirmities, but was in all points tempted like as we 
are, yet without fin. Let us therefore come boldly 
E. unto the throne, of. grace, that we may obtain mercy, © 
| and find grace to help in time of need (a). 
| The bleſſed Redeemer does not ſay, I will pray 
for thee; but I have prayed for thee ;, teaching the 
aſſaulted ſaints, that their Interceſſor is ever before- 
| hand with Satan in all his ſtratagems. 
| Many a ſincere advocate has ruined the cauſe of 
| his client through delay, being over-much incum- 
F bered, and embaraſſed with a multiplicity of buſi- 
neſs ; but the cauſe of the plaintive-pleading Chriſ- 
tian can never ſuffer in the hands of this divine 
D 
Of all the members that compoſe the myſtical 
| body of the church militant, none lie nearer the 
| heart of a compaſſionate Saviour, than tempted 
believers. s. 5 |: 
Aaron the high prieſt wore the names of the 
. twelve tribes upon his breaſt;plate ; but all the va- 
rious concerns, the various intereſts of all the ſaints, 
are engraven as upon the heart of a loving Saviour; 
who 1s continually upon the ſacred office of his 
high prieſthood, and ſtanding beſide the golden 
altar, with his golden cenſer filled with much in- 
cenſe, to offer up with the prayers of all ſaints (5). 
...Chriſt, in the days of his humiliation, was ſore 
tempted, of Satan; (although he found nothing in 
1 him 
(a) Heb. iv. 16. (4) Rev. viii, 3. | 
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him to work upon) and therefore, by way of 
ſympathy, can have compaſſion on them that are 
ignorant, and are out of the way ; and is always 
ready to ſuccour his people, when ſet upon by their 
infernal adverſary. NA 
g The paraphraſe of Dr Waits upon theſe paſ- 

| ſages is exceeding juſt and elegant (5). | 


With joy we meditate the grace 
Of our High-prieſt above z 
His heart is made of tenderneſs, 
His bowels melt with love. 


Touch'd with a ſympathy within, 

He knows our feeble frame 

He knows what ſore temptations mean, 
For he has felt the ſame. 


He, in the days of feeble fleſh, 
Pour'd out his cries and tears; 
And in his meaſure * feels afreſh 
What ev'ry member bears. 


Then let our humble faith addreſs 
His mercy and his pow'r 3 
| We ſhall obtain deliv'ring grace 
0 In the diſtreſſing hour. 
* — pati fotens. Arias Mont, Heb, v. 2 


_ Quantum ſatis eft poſſit miſerari. Beza. 
(5) Hymn CXXV. Book I. on Heb. iv. 16.— v. 7, &c. 
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III. A Conſolation for a pious Mind under dif- 

 treſsful apprebenſions from the growth of Pro- 
faneneſs and Irreligion in the world; and the 
ſpread of Error, Faction and Schiſm in the 
church, SY ; 

3 Ps AL M xciv. 19. 

In the multiiude of my (perplexed) thoughts within 
me , thy comforts delight my ſoul. 


Help, Lord, for men of virtue fail, 
Religion loſes ground, (a) &c. 


HIL E it cannot but be very diſtreſſing 
to one who has a ſincere concern, for the 
glory of Chriſt, and the intereſt of the goſpel in 
the world, to ſee iniquity abound, and the love of 
many wax cold (5); God has not left his people 
without 


+ My cogitations, my careful troubled thoughts, perplexed 

like the branches of a tree; for ſo the word properly fignifieth. 
. Ainſworth, 

In the fulneſs of the ſorrows of my heart, Sept. 

In the former-part of the Pſalm, the prophet complains to 
God againſt the profligate, abandoned, atheiſtical enemies of 
the church of God; whoſe cruelty and blaſphemous inſolence 
were grown to ſuch a height, as ſeemed almoſt inſupportable 
to a truly gracious heart : Theſe conſiderations ſeemed for the 

reſent to give him great perplexity of thought (ſomewhat 
like P/alm Ixxiii.) From this anxiety of mind he afterwards 
recovers, ver. 12, 13, 14, Kc. The Lord will not caſt off his 
people, neither will be forſake his inheritance. And wer. 19. 
In the multitude of my (perplexed) thoughts within me, thy com- 
forts delight my ſoul. | | 

(a) P/al. xii, 1. Dr Warrs. (6) Matth. xxiv. 12. 


be taketh away, (d) Iſa, vii. 1. 
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without ſome ſtable foundation for their faith and 
hope to reſt upon. | 

A God in covenant makes his church his con- 
tinual, his everlaſting care. Behold, ſaith the 
Lord to Zion, ] have graven thee upon the palms of 


my hands, and thy walls are continually before me (a). 


The Lord's church is a vineyard of red wine; I, 
ſaith he, do keep it; I will water it every moment: 
leſt any burt it, I will keep it night and day (O). 
When an unſkilful perſon ſtands by the vine- 
dreſſer, and ſees his manner of pruning, how he 
cuts off and ſweeps away a whole multitude of 
branches (c), leaving the vine thin of boughs, and 
almoſt bare ; he can hardly help imagining within 
himſelf, that he muſt endanger the whole : never- 
theleſs the vine-dreſſer goes on with his work 
calmly and ſteadily, and at the ſame time with 
judgment, caution, and with the utmoſt circum- 
ſpection. Thus, it makes the hearts of the godly 
tremble, to ſee the pillars of the church thrown 
down, the Righteous periſbing, and few laying it to 
heart (d); to ſee the places of the godly empty, 
and few or none to fill them; to ſee vital godli- 
neſs ſtill declining, and religious worſhip grow 
dead and formal; while a multitude of gaudy, 
ſhewy profeſſors are carried down with the torrent 
of error, that comes pouring in with a violent 
ſhocking rapidity z whilſt others fall off through 
open ſcandal, profaneneſs and irreligion ; and at 


the ſame time the riſing generation going into the 


common follies and vanities of the age, and very 


few to ſtand in the gap and plead with God, that 


he would not in diſpleaſure forſake his heritage, 
I 2 leaving 


(a) Ja. xlix. 16. (b) V. xxvii. 2, 3. 
(c) John xv. 2, Every branch in me that beareth not fruit, 
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leaving it open and fenceleſs, for the wild boar of the 
wood to waſte it (a): Let here then the mourners 
in Zion truſt in the name of the Lord, and ſtay them- 
ſelves upon their God; believing ſtill that God re- 
gards his church with ſpecial and peculiar love 
not with a common and ordinary affection; not 
with a love that aims at making his churches rich 
and great in the eye of the world; but with ſuch 
a faithful concern for their higheſt and beft intereſt, 
1 ſhall infallibly make them happy in another 

ite, | 
What though, for the preſent, the cauſe of 
true Religion runs low in the world; Chrift, who 
is the living ſeed of his church, has the Spirit 
with him; in Him it has pleaſed the Father that 
all fulneſs ſhould dwell (S); and from whoſe fulneſs 
all the ſaints receive even grace for grace (c): This 
Spirit ſtill dwells in the faints, and abides with the 
catholic church, to kindle grace in ſouls where it 
is not, and to increaſe grace where it is, and per- 
fect the good work whereever it is begun (d). 
When Chriſt gave his diſciples their final com- 
miſſion, to go and teach ALL Nations, this ar- 
duous, this painful commiſſion, which ſent them 
out as ſheep among wolves (e), was ſtrongly ſup- 
ported with the aſſurance, Lo, I am with you al- 
way, even unto the end of the world. Amen (J). 
The weapons of the goſpel-warfare are not car- 
nal, but mighty through God, to the pulling down of 
ftrong-holds (g). Error, Profaneneſs and Irreli- 
ion have of late years made a ſurprizing progreſs; 
25 let not thoſe who are jealous for the glory of 


the 
(a) P/al. Ixxx. 13. (b) Coleſ i. 19. 
(c} John i, 16. (ad) Phil. i. 6. 
(e) Matt. x. 16, V/ Matt, xxvilt. 19, 20. 


(g) 2 Cor. 4. 4. 


the Lord of Hoſts be caſt down with over-much 
heavineſs z the enemies of the goſpel may triumph 


for a while, and ſeem as though they would carry 


all before them; but the Remnant that is eſcaped of 


the houſe of Fudah ſhall again take root downward 


and bring forth fruit upward; — The zeal of the 
Lord of Hoſts ſhall perform this. "Ms 

Had the cauſe of Chriſtianity nothing more, or 
better, to ſupport it, than carnal weapons, its in- 
tereſt would be to the laſt degree deſperate, ſince 
the greateſt part of the world are always againſt 
it. The enemies of Chriſt and his goſpel may ſe- 
duce many, and do daily, who never knew the 
grace of God in truth ; and they may ſtagger the 
taith of weak believers in Chriſt, though they can- 
not deſtroy their ſouls ; but what can he gates of 
bell (a), even all the infernal powers do, with all 
their cunning, and with all their reſolution, when 
they have the. decrees of heaven, the eternal, un- 
changeable covenant of grace, the purchaſe of the 
blood of Chriſt, and the almighty power of the 
holy Spirit, to contend againſt ? Surely their turn- 
ing things upſide-down ſhall be eſteemed as the pot- 
ter's clay (b) : while the feed, the true Church of 
Chriſt, Hall endure for ever, and his throne as the 
days of heaven (c). | 

(a) Matt. xvi. 18. (6) Jai. xxix. 16. 
le) Hal. Ixxxix, 29. | | 
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IV. A Conſolation againſt the Fear of Death. 


R E V, ili. 12. 


Him that overcometh, will I make a pillar in the 
- temple of my God, and he ſhall go no more out : 


and I will write upon bim the name of my God, 
and the name of the city of my God, which is new 


Jeruſalem, which cometh down out of heaven 
from my God : and I will write upon bim my new 


name. 


Him will I make a pillar in the temple of my God. 
O F all the bleſſings pertaining to ſalvation, 


there is no one greater than the bleſſing of 
ſanctification, in which is contained the conformi- 
ty of all our powers to the holy nature and will of 

God; and by conſequence prepares and fits us for 
the full and everlaſting fruition and enjoyment of 
him, in whoſe preſence is fulneſs of joy, and at 
whoſe Fight hand are pleaſures for evermore (a). 1 
will write upon bim the name of my Gad. 
This bleſſed work of the holy Spirit is worthily 

compared to an engraving * : happy fouls thus 


marked, thus ſealed up for God , thus having 
on 


(a) P/al. xvi. 11. 
Lie are maniſeſily declared to be the epiſtle of Chrifl, minifired 
by us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living 
l . God; not in tables of flone, but in fleſhly tables of the beart, 
| 3 Cor. iii. 2, 3. 
| + In whom alſo after that ye believed, ye were ſealed with the 
boly Spirit of promiſe, tubich is the earneſt of our inheritance, un- 
til the redemption of the purchaſed poſſeſſion, unto the praiſe of his 
gary, Epheſ. i. 13, 14. See alſo Jer. xxxi. 33. Heb. x. 16. 


on them the heavenly ſignature ! This. impreſſion 
is truly divine: it is heavenly in its original (a), 
it is glorious in its effects (5), it is permanent in 
its principle (c). 

The name of an unſound ſuperficial profeſſor of 
Chriſtianity may glitter for a while, like golden 
letters upon a ſign ; but, like them, it will not be 
able long to endure the battering rain, ſtorms and 

tempeſts; while true grace, like characters deep 
cut in marble, will endure for ever. 

Duration is one of the moſt valuable properties 
that can belong to any one thing one wiſhes to en- 
joy; what would pearls and diamonds be worth, 
if they were as melting as ſnow, or as vaniſhing 
as the glittering drops of morning dew ? What 
would grace be worth, in compariſon to what it 
now is, were it as thin and flimſy as the virtues of 
a heathen philoſopher ? 

Whatever God doth is done in infinite wiſdom. 
He is the rock, his work is perfect (d). Perfect are 
all his works of nature (e). Perfect are all his 
works of providence (F). Perfect are all his 
works of grace (g). We are his workmanſhip, creat- 
ed in CVI Jeſus (h). That we ſhould be to the 
praiſe of the glory of bis grace (i). God is in himſelf 
glorious in holineſs (c); and the bleſſed Redeem- 
er, who hath purchaſed his Church with his own 
blood, will preſent it to himſelf a glorious Church, 
not having [pot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing (I). 
rl the complete number of the elect ſhall be pre- 


I 4 - ſented 
(a) John 1. 13. (b) 1 Pet. iv. 14. 
(e) 1 et. i. 23. (4) Deut. xxxii. 4. 
(e) Gen. i. 31. (f) Rev. xv. 3. 
(g) Phil. i. 6. () Eph ii. 10. 
(:) Eph. i. 6. (#) Exod. xv. 11. 


% Eph. v. 25—27. 
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ſented faultleſs before the preſence of the divine glory 
with exceeding joy (a). a 


T will write upon him my new name. 


When the holy Spirit, that infinite artiſt, ſhall 
have given his laſt touch to this his moſt ſublime 
performance; not a line, not a ſtroke, not a point 
in this divine engravement ſhall man or angel be 
able to make exception to. Then ſhall the rigbte- 
ous ſhine as the brightneſs of the firmament, and as 
the Sun for ever and ever (b). 

O joyful day! O bleſſed hour! that gives the 

departed ſoul of a believer in Chriſt an everlaſting 
releaſe from all painful reflexion, from every toil, 
from every conflict ! There ſhall be no more pain; 
God ſhall wipe away all tears from their eyes— 
the former things are paſſed away. 
What human heart, what mind can conceive 
the ten thouſandth part of that joy the happy 
ſpirit feels the inſtant that the bands of nature are 
diſſolved? 


Now, ſafe arrrives the heavenly mariner; 

The-battering ſtorm, the hurricane of life, 

All dies away in one eternal calm : 
With joy divine, full glowing in his breaſt, 
He gains the port of everlaſting reſt. 


Him that overcometh, &c. © 


As the Chriſtian life is, in Scripture, compared 
to a warfare, his deliverance from all t=e toils and 
dangers of it is compared to a military triumph. 
In all theſe things we are more than conquerors, 
| through 


(a) Jude 24. (6) Matt. xiii, 43- Dan. xii. 3. 
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through him that loved us (a). O grave, where is 
thy victory (b)! Thanks be to God, which giveth us 
the viftory, through our Lord Feſus Chriſt (c). 

When the ſpirit of a juſt man made perfect en- 
ters the upper regions of perfect peace and felicity, 
it enjoys an ovation, a more private triumph; but 
in the bright e the reſurrection of the 
juſt, it ſhall be a moſt public one: then vill the 
Saint's conqueſt gained over the world, ſin, death 
and the grave, appear to be the moſt final, the 
moſt deciſive, the moſt ſplendid, the moſt mag- 
nificent that ever was ſeen ſince the creation. Then 


ſhall be brought to paſs that ſaying that is written, 


Death is ſwallowed up in victory (d). 
Mortality ſhall then be abſorbed, diſſipated and 
- annihilated for ever: this is emphatically called 
by Saint Paul, Mortalily's being ſwallowed up of 
life (e). 

This corruplible muſt put on incorruption, and this 
mortal muſt put on immortality (f). While we are 


in the preſent life we are clothed with mortality; 


we carry the marks of weakneſs, decay, mortality 
and death about with us whercever we go, as hu- 
manity carries a garment ; in the midſt of life we 
are in death, we are continually ſurrounded and 
inveſted with it. 
But in that glorious and important hour, when 
the Archangel ſhall ſound with the trump of God, 
the Saints ſhall be changed ; they ſhall put on im- 
mortality, they ſhall be clothed with it, they ſhall 
wear it as their eternal ornament. 


; Fobn beheld in viſion the form of a woman clothed. 


with the Sun, i. e. with raiment bright and dazling 
as 
(a) Rom. viii. 37. (b) 1 Cor. xv. 55. 


(e) 1 Cor, xv. 57. (4) 1 Cor. xv. 54. 
| {e) 2 Cor. v. 4. J) 1 Cor. xv. 53. 
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as the Sun in his meridian ſplendor (a): the Sun 


carries along with it ſtill, while it travels round 


the ſkies, the brighteſt characters of undecaying 
glory; ſo, but in far brighter and more exalted 
ſenſe, ſhall the Saints wear for ever the moſt ſplen- 
did marks of undeclining life and vigor ; and 
every ſhade of weakneſs and decay ſhall vaniſh 
away as though it had never been. 

Chriſt our Saviour will change our vile body, 
that it may be faſhioned like unto his own glo- 
rious body. In this compariſon all our ideas are 
ſwallowed. up and loſt, and all the ſtrength of hu- 
man imagination faints away, as the light of a 
candle dies amidſt the blaze of noon *. 

While we are engaged in deep meditation on 
the glories. of the heavenly ſtate, we conſtantly 
borrow ideas from things we have ſeen, to repre- 
ſent things we have not ſeen; and in this we are 
much aſſiſted in our reading and meditating on the 
happineſs of the unſeen world; as it is ſet forth in 
the ſacred Scriptures by a paradiſe or garden of 
pleaſure (5), wherein are trees yielding all manner 
of delicious fruits, and a pure living ſpring of 
water, clear as cryſtal, riſing at the foot of a ma- 
jeſtic throne of ſtate (c); a grand palace, or man- 
fion houſe, in which are many lofty and elegant 
apartments fitred up for the reception of nobles 
| and 

(a) Row, xii. f. : 8 

* When Chriſt was in the mount with his Diſciples, all on 
a ſudden he ſhone with ſuch a blaze of glory as for the preſent 
quite overwhelmed them, Matt. xvii. 

To Saul. going to Damaſcus, he appeared with a ſplendor 
above the brigbtneſs of the Sun at noon-day, Ads xxvi. 13, 

To St 7%, in the Ile of Patmos his countenance was like 
the dun in his ſtrength, and he fell at his feet as dead, Rev. i. 

6.17. ö 
. (6) New. ii. 7. (e) Rev. xxli. 1, 2. 
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and princes, &c. (a). But if we attempt to ab- 
ſtract our ideas from theſe images, borrowed from 
corporeal things, we ſoon find ourſelves at a loſs, 
and begin, in thought, to tremble, imagining our- 
ſelves as ſtanding on the awful brink of immen- 


ſity. 


The fineſt notions we can form, and the ſtrong- 


eſt figures and boldeſt images that can be raiſed in 


our imagination, while in this ſtate of mortality; 
how inſtantly will they all be loſt in that prodi- 
gious flood of light and glory, which will pour 
in upon the unbodied ſpirit when theſe priſon-walls 
of fleſh and blood fall down, which now keep us 
in a ſtate of diſtance and darkneſs ? 
What ſhall I call theſe borrowed figures, alle- 
gr and metaphors, from whence we are neceſ- 
tated to ſeek continual aid and aſſiſtance, or what 
ſhail I compare them to? they are but like the 
outlines, or firſt ſketches of the picture of a fine 
country, which fall inexpreſſibly ſhort of nature. 
The place, the reſidence of the bleſſed, is, doubt- 
leſs,” exceeding magnificent; and the ſociety of an 
innumerable company of angels, together with the 
general aſſembly and church of the firſt-born, written 
and inrolled in heaven (b), and who are now ac- 
tually there making up the grand chorus; ſuch 
thoughts as theſe afford, at ſeaſons, much ſweet 
and delightful meditation; but Angels and ſaints 
departed make not heaven. So the Pſalmiſt, Vbom 
have I in veaven but thee (c)? 
The enjoyment of communion with God, and 
a likeneſs to him in holineſs, to find a ſweet 
reſting in him and an acquieſcence in his gracious 
will, 
(a) John xiv. 2. (4) Heb. xii, 22, 23. 
(c) Hal. Ixxiii. 25, | 
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t 
; will, theſe are the living image, the ſum, the I 
ſubſtance, the very ſoul of true bleſſedneſs *. 
| | 5 ry | f 
Fappy ſouls who have had any, even the leaſt | 


real experience of the love of God the Father, in 
Chriſt, manifeſted to them; this alone will aſſiſt 
their conceiving powers more, and will give them 
| much juſter ſentiments of the happineſs enjoyed 
above, than the moſt flowery orations, or the lof- 
tieſt ſallies of fancy. | 

On' the ſoul's firſt entrance into the heavenly 
ſtate, grace, like a ſilver rivulet, pours itſelf into 
the boſom of the ocean. 

And, ſince it is the prayer of the bleſſed Re- 
deemer, Father, I will that thyſe whom thou baſs 
given me, be with me where I am; that they may 
behold my glory which thou haſt given me (a); to be 
for ever with him, this muſt be the very top of 
the crown of glory: this is what muſt give the ut- 
| moſt emphaſis even to bleſſedneſs itſelf, ſo far as 
| it can be known, or enjoyed by any mere crea- 
| ture. * 
| | To be for ever with the Lord (b), includes in 
it, that by the nearneſs of the bleſſed Saints above 
4 to the Lord jeſus Chrift, in whom dwelleth all 
the fulneſs of the Godhead; and by virtue of 
| their union with him as their head, they ſhall be 
cecternally ſaved from all poſſibility of declining. 

In this life the Saints are juſtified by Chriſt as 
the Lord their righteouſneſs ; and in heaven they 
are upheld by almighty power, ſo that they cannot 
fall back again into a ſtate of ruin. In that world 


| 
| 
| 
! 


1 their 
God is my all- ſufficient good, 1 
My portion and my choice; 
In him my waſt deſires are fill'd, | 
| LETS. And all my powers rejoice. Dr Warts, 


. . Jobs xvii, 24. % 17%. iv. 17. 


— A 
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their minds are ſo fully irradiated,” and all their 

powers ſo filled with divine love, delight and com- 
lacency in God, that they cannot ſwerve even the 

eaſt degree from their perfection. | 
The happineſs enjoyed above is a full poſſeſſion, 


perfect and altogether z to which nothing can be 


added, from which nothing can be taken : were 
there but the remoteſt poſſibility of loſing the en- 
joyment, it would enfeeble the felicity; but this 
cannot be, 


In heaven the redemption and ſalvation of the | 


Church by Jeſus Chriſt, will doubtleſs be the 
principal ſubject of contemplation, adoration and 
praiſe : in this important ſcheme infinite wiſdom 
and love have been-employed from eternity ; and 
in the compleating of this grand deſign, the Crea- 
tor of the univerſe intends to. magnify and exalt 
his name above all his other works. 

The frame of nature, and the works of daily 
providence afford abundant matter for delightful 
meditation, wonder and praiſe ; yet theſe are but 
ſubordinate to this eternal purpoſe of his grace, 
and all end in it as an infinite number of lines 
meeting in one common center, | 

In this exalted ſubje& of the love of God the 
Father, through Chriſt the Redeemer, there are 
myſteries paſſing all created knowledge; what ſur- 
priſing, what incomprehenſible wonders will riſe 
to view without end, when God himſelf ſhall un- 
fold them, and through them diſplay the bright- 
neſs of every perfection of the Deity * ! | 

The 

He that overcometh fall inherit all things, and I will be 
bis God, Rev. xxi. 7. And I ſaw no temple therein : fer the 
Lord God Almighty, and the Lamb, are the temple of it, ver. 22. 
And the city had no need of the Sun, neither of the Moon to ſhine 


in it : for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the 
light thereof, ver. 23. 
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The ſubjects that pertain to the ſalvation of ſin- 
ners, are ſubjects, for their nature and digniry, 
worthy the contemplation of Angels (a); but the 
Saints are more nearly intereſted in them than they 
are; in Chriſt Jeſus they behold Emmanuel, God 
with them (5), even God in their own nature (c): 
who though he was in the form of God, and 
thought it not robbery to be equal with God, yet 
being found in faſhion as a man, he became obe- 
dient unto death, even the death of the croſs (d). 
Does it deeply affect a penitent believer ſitting 
at the Lord's Table, to meditate on the doleful 
a N of his Saviour, to think of him as hav- 
his bleſſed head crowned with thorns, his 
Ma and feet pierced with cruel nails, his reve- 
rend and venerable perſon expoſed to the inſults of 
mercileſs enemies; and above and beyond all, as 
groaning and agonizing under the wrath of his 
heavenly Father, while bearing the fins of his peo- 
ple in bis own body on the tree (e), until all ended 
1a theſe incomprehenſible words, My God, my God, 
 *vby haſt thou forſaken me (F)! Are theſe ſubjects. 
ſo moving, ſo melting to a devout Chriſtian's 
heart, while at ſuch a diſtance ? what an incon- 
ceivable delight muſt it then be to be in the imme- 
diate preſence of the Redeemer, and beholding 
him in the glory of his exaltation; to behold him 
who was once accuſed, arraigned and condemned 
at the bar of a guilty infidel, now ſitting on a 
throne of dazling light, and all the armies of hea- 
ven proſtrate at his footſtool ? 
From that very near and intimate relation that 
ſubſiſts between Chriſt and his redeemed, there re- 
ſults 


(a) 1 Pet 1. 12. (b) Matt. i. 23. 
(e) 1 Tim. iii. 16. (4) Phil. ii. 6, 7, 8. 
(e} 1 Pet. ii 24. % Matt. xxvii, 46. 


ſults a natural and inſeparable connexion of glory 
between him and them ; glory ſhines in him as 
the head of the Church triumphant, and this glo- 
ry of his will be continually reflected on them as 
the ſubjects of his kingdom, ſo that they cannot 
but rejoice in it as their own : as when a king pub- 
lickly triumphs over his enemies, the honour of 
his conqueſts is the glory of the whole nation . 
In the glorious morning of the reſurrection, 
when the Saints ſhall ariſe and appear in the full 
likeneſs of their Saviour, they ſhall behold no more 
through a glaſs darkly, but face to face ; then 
ſhall they ſee as they themſelves are ſeen, and know 
even as themſelves are known : then the powers 
of the mind ſhall be ſo enlarged, and the texture 
of the body made ſo firm, as that they ſhall be 
'able to approach near to the throne of God and 
the Lamb, ſurrounded with that blazing majeſty 
and light which no mortal can behold and live (a). 
While the Saints tabernacle in fleſh, their com- 
munion with the upper world is liable to many in- 
terruptions, indwelling fin, temptations, unbelief, 
deadneſs of ſpirit, doubts, fears, and the innu- 
merable cares, vexations and diſappointments, at- 
tending human life, exc2edingly hinder the regu- 
larity and warmth of their devotion ; but there no- 
thing ſhall be able to break in vpon their tranquil- 
Icy. | 
"When the devout Chriſtian is at any time call- 
ed up into the mount of communion with his 
God, his Saviour, he is ready to ſay as Saint Pe- 
ter, Lord, it is good to be here, (and no wonder he 


ſhould 


* To him ihat overcometh will I grant to fit with me in my. 


throne ; even as I alſo overcame, and am ſet down with ny Father 
in his throne. | 


(a) Exod. xxxiii. 20. 1 Tm. vi. 16, 
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ſhould think ſo, who has ever faſted thai the Lord 
is gracious) but in a little time a cloud overſhadows, 
and the heavenly viſion diſappears “. . 

There have been thoſe who have enjoyed fo. 
much of the preſence of God in his ordinances, 
that they have been even afraid of the world, and 
have returned to the buſineſſes of life with relue- 
tance; but it muſt be ſo while we poſſeſs mortali- 
ty: the various callings of men, and the perſonal 

and relative duties of life, demand attendance, and 


muſt have a great ſhare of ſtudy and application; 


theſe make great gaps and chaſms in their devo- 
tion; and it they carry any conſiderable degree of 
the ſavour of heavenly things into the world with 
them, they commonly loſe a great part of its pow- 
ex, (at leaſt for a while) but in the heavenly ſtate 
nothing ſhall intervene to ſlacken the ardor of their 
love, which ſhall then be wrought up to as high 
a degree as finite nature 1s capable of. 

Thoſe whom divine Providence has ſet free 
from the daily toil and care that attend ſtated bu- 
ſineſs, and who, in their meditating and devotional 
hours, enjoy more frequent illapſes of divine love, 
or influxes of heavenly pleaſure ; theſe frequently 
find very ſenſible abatements of their ardor ; and 
one great reaſon is, their diſtance from God the 
fountain of all bleſſedneſs and perfection. 

N | As 


* Matt. xvii. 
Chearful I feaſt on heavenly fruit, 
And drink the pleaſures down ; 
Pleaſures that flow hard by the foot 
Of the eternal throne. Fo 


But ah ! how ſoon my joys decay, 
Ho ſoon my fins ariſe, 
And ſnatch the heavenly ſcene away 
From theſe lamenting eyes! Dr Warrs, 


Tc 


As the nearer the ocean the ſtronger the ſtream; 


viciſſitude. 
In heaven there is no change, no variation, un- 


leſs what tends to make the ſame enjoyment till 


for ever new. With God is the fountain of life, 
and with him is an all-ſufficiency to fill, to ſatisfy 
the moſt inlarged deſires of intelligent beings. 


Myriads and millions of angels and happy fouls; 


are continually drinking of thoſe rivers of pleaſure 
that flow at God's right hand; and will continue 
ſo to do through all the ages of a long eternity : 

and yet theſe ſtreams of delight are not in the leaſt 
diminiſhed ; nor can be, ſo long as their immortal 


wers continue, and ſo long as God continues to 
their God. 


Thoſe who are taiſed to the happineſs above, 


can never be weary of their imployment ; nor can 
they be cloyed with their fruition. 


MWearineſs and ſickly reſentment are the certain 


end and reſult of all earthly pleaſures, if long and 
conſtantly enjoyed: and this naturally riſes from 
the preſent weakneſs of the powers of human na- 
ture, and from the emptineſa of all terrene feli- 
City. 


To be weary of any preſent good, or to be re- 
miſs and indifferent about it, demonſtrates, that 


the poſſeſſor and the good enjoyed are not fully 


ſuited to each other; and, that there is a defect in 
one or the other, or in both of them; for if the 


thing enjoyed, and the perſon enjoying, were ſully 


ſuited in nature and degree to each other, there 
eould be no ſuch thing as wearineſs. 
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1259 nearer the Sun the leſs. variation of ſeaſons; ſo 
the nearer to God, the ſtronger and more perfect 
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The pleaſures enjoyed abeve are purely-fpairitual 
and inteſlectual, perfectiy refined from every geoſs 
alloy, and therefore ean have no tendemcy te give 
diſguſt to the mind; now for ever ftee from alt 
inclination to any low ſenſual delight, and from 
all poſfibility of error in the choice of the fupreme 
Good ; fo that the foul being ſo perfect in all its 
powers, and meeting with enjoyment ſo pure, ſo 
ſpiritual, ſo divine; and in every reſpect {6 ſuited 
to its pte reſent wiſhes, it can no mote be weary of 
1s preſent pleaſure, N N it can * ow? of its 
being. 


A REFLECTION. 


IF likenefs to: God, and the enjoyment 1 
are the ſubſtance of the happineſs of the bleſſed 


above; then all thoſe who profeſs. to fear God 


and love him, ſhould make holineſs of heart and 
life, and communion with God in the way of his 


grace, the main of neee ciwil and 


religious. £31 chin NOD 40 
We have a may ing | which. reflects upon, 1d 


much blames, the temper and conduct of the negli- 


gent: He that wiſhes in live, ſhould ſtrive to live. 
No man can poſſibly be happy, who is not holy. 
Hull fee the Lord (a). 
Bleſſed are the pure in heart, for they ſhall . ſee 
God (). And as there. can be no happineſs with- 


out holineſs of heart and life; ſo there will not, 


cannot be any real vital holineſs where there is 
allowed indulged indolence. St Paul's exhorta- 
tion is Not to be flothful in buſineſs, but fervent 
in N Jerving the Lord (e). Be not gs 

Fs N 111 P14 


2 (a) Heb. xii. 14. * (3) Matt. v. C. 
* te) Roh, xii, 11. | 


But followers of them who through faith and patience 
Inberit the. promiſes (a). Theſe then ſhould be the 
main end and grand ſcope of life. | 
So much of comfortable communion with God 
in Chriſt, as the devout Chriſtian enjoys in this 
life; ſo much he knows, from his own experience; 
what the joy of heaven is: and ſo much holineſs 
as he can attain to in this imperfect ſtate; ſo much 
he grows in likeneſs to God, and into a meetneſs 
For Ibe inberitance of the Saints in light (b). 

God, as manifeſting himſelf in Chriſt the Re- 
deemer, is the ſum and ſubſtance of the Goſpel ; 
the whole ſcheme of man's ſalvation is compriſed 
in it; and the deeper the mind is engaged in this 
ſtudy, ſtill there will be found leſs and leſs incli- 
nation to wander from it *. | | 
The repeated contemplations on the glory of 
heaven ſhould ſtill be mixed with the devout exer- 
ciſes of faith, hope and love : theſe will animate 
the ſoul to the practice of every Chriſtian duty; 
and no difficulty, no obſtruction, no oppoſition 
will be unſurmountable to him, whoſe heart is full 
df the hopes of a glorious immortality. 

Nothing like living and acting under ſuch 
influences as have here been in part deſcribed in 
this manual of Practical Piety, to prove the 
Chriſtian ſincere in his profeſſion : any one can 
ſee how much a miſer loves the world, and how 


ſincerely and earneſtly he purſues it: if the hopes, 


' wiſhes, and expectations of one profeſſing godli- 

neſs, are actually transferred from earthly to hea- 

venly things; and if this hope be in him a living 

K 2 hope, 

dz) Heb. vi. 12. ih, ß 

* Study God in Chriſt, (ſaith one) ſtudy nothing but God 
in Chriſt, and be content with that ſtudy, Ph}, in. 7, 8, q. 
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hope, he cannot but act ſincerely ſo far as that 

ptevails in him, even ſo far as to the purify- 
ing himſelf, even as God is pure (a). 

I bert the treaſure is, there will the heart be alſo(b). 
If the Chriſtian ſincerely believes the kingdom of 
heaven to be his inheritance ; he cannot, he dare 
not, in the main of life, but endeavour to live 
and act accordingly. . n 

Whatever excuſes may be made, or —_— 
may be pretended to the contrary, Us” real reaſon 
why fo many who bear the Chriſtian name are ſo 
flothful in their purſuit of heavenly things is, be- 
cauſe the belief of divine truths does not enter 
into their ſoul, their hearts and affections are not 
in their belief; ſo that what faith they have, is 
but a dead and powerleſs notion. | 

He that drinketh of the water of life, which 
Chriſt giveth, ſhall thirſt no more (c); nothing 
ke this divine pleaſure to remove the vicious 
feveriſh thirſt of mankind after nas vanities of this 
(Pee evil world. 

O that Chriſtians ound bur BE perſuaded to 
make a more vigorous trial of having the heart 
and ſoul deeply engaged in meditations on heaven- 
ly things. G how do the ſacred Scriptures re- 
commend them, and encourage us in the purſuit of 
them. O'taſte aud fee that" the Lord is goed: bleſs- 
"td is the man that truſteth in him 0 4). 0 fear 
Ht Lord, alt ye bis ſamts : for there is no want to 

them that fear” bim (e). O love the Lord, all ye 
"His J v "Jar the Lord: ai) 77 TE. ( 0 
is 


28 45 8 


(a] 1 7ohn tit. 3. « (6), Mate: vi. 21. 
der 52: ils Jobn i IV. 35 14. (4 Fal. xxxiv. 8. 
0 Her. 9. Jos, A 14). Plat. xxxi. 25. 
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This gracious heavenly temper producing ſuch 
conduct, will make the Chriſtian's life a real or- 
nament to his profeſſion, and will render his death 
eaſy and comfortable. Mark the perfect man, 
and behold the upright ; for the end of that man is 


peace (a). 
Glory to God. Aux. 


(a) Pal. xxxvii. 37. 
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AN 
APPEND [X: 


CONTAINING 


A ſhort View of the LAW 8 GOSPEL, 


wiTH 


Some brief OssERVATIONs on both, 


In a Method entirely new, eaſy, and comprehenſive. 


Ps8ar. CXIX. y. 


O how love I thy law! It is my meditation all the day! 
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ADVER TISEMENT, | 


W: OU will ſometimes find * 8 under one 
letter of reference; but obſerve, they are all deſigned 
to prove the truth aſſerted under the head to which the letter 
refers; ſo that the aſteriſms (*) and obeliſks (+) are only de- 


| figned to direct the eye the more readily to the beginning of 


the ſeveral particular texts in the ſame proof: As for inſtance, 
at the beginning of the View of the Law, under the letter 4. 
there are three ſeveral texts from Exodus, Deuteronomy and 
Laiab, but all defigned to prove that we arg to believe in ong 
God only ; and fo of the reſt, 


eee eee eee 


<T 


- * ”P - 
WO, HTO THE Twm' -: 21 


R E A D E R. 


H E dg 7 ehe fallewing n is to prom a hhet * 
camprehenfive view of our holy Religion in its chief doctrinal 

and practical principles, in a plain ſeriptural way. My method 
evould not 2 uffer me lo offer any thing in the form of an argument; 

I have therefore only aſſerted ſuch truths as appeared to me of the 


greateſt importance, and plainly revealed in the word of God; ta. 


which in every ſentence I therefore appeal, as the only infallible 
rule in all matters of faith and practice. 

J very avell know that every text I have quoted ( nay every one 
I can quote) may be, by art or violence, explained away, and 
prefſed to ſerve a contrary ſcheme 3 but as to any thing of that 
kind, I am quite eaſy, having no defi gn of enteri ng into @ format 
controverſy with any man. | 

My main deſign is to afſift parents in the inſsruction of their fa- 
milies, and to furniſh the ſerious youth, and other beginners in 
Religion, with fuch materials as might not only help their enqui- 
ries into divine things, but enable them to Juage of truth and fall. 
hood the more readily and Safely ; and fo render the reading and 
hearing of the word more profitable to theng preſerve them from 
that unſteadingſi and wanity of mind which tos much prevail a- 


morig the profeſſors of this day, and direct their practice in the 


duties of piety and morality, And thus what I have written may 
be uſed either as an Introduftion or an Appendix to the = s 
Catechiſm, Juft as the teacher finds moſt convenient. 

As to the method of learning it, I ſhould think it were beſt that 
the View of the Law and the Goſpel be got by heart firſt, and after 
that the Obſervations, all without meddling with the Scriptures ; 
then let the whole be gone over again with the $ criptures, but 
without regard io chapter and werſe the firſi time. 


Wat my endeavours may be attended with the divine bleſſing, 1 


hope will be peur prayer, Reader, as well as mine, who am 


% © 


Your Well-Wifher, 


JAuEs FAN c H. 
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" 154 A $noRT VIEW or rus LAW, 


— +» 


ie LAW ii either Moral or Politive, 


£ 7 . 1 ® a = R — : wh WP 


L The moral Law is the Will of God reveal- 
ed, a us an eternal Rule of righteouſneſs to a Rom, i. 19. 


all men. 6 © k Rem. f .. 
II. ee © Wet le Bog 
* God, and towards Man, c c Micab vi. 8. 5 
1 Our Duty towards God, is Mn. 3. 


1. To believe in one God only, as he * Deut. vi. 4. 
reveals himſelf in his works and word. d + Ja. xlv. 21. 

2. To pay divine worſhip to one God only. e e Matt. iv. 10. 

1. In ſimplicity, without images, F f Exod. xx. 4, 5. 


2. In ſincerity and purity, g g John iv. 24. 
3. In fervency of affection, 5 h Rom. xii. 11. 
1 4+ In faith of his acceptance. i 1 Heb. xi. 6. 


K * To treat his Name at all times as holy, k Exod. xx. 7. 
dreadful, glorious and delightful. & » Deut, 28.58, 59. 
4. To devote one day in ſeven particu- 1 Exod. xx. 8, 9, 


larly to his worſhip, / m P/al. xcv. 6. 
1. In adoration of his Being, 1 n P/al. xviil. 3. 
2. Prayer for his aſſiſtance, » o P/al. c. 4, 5. 
3. Praiſe for his perfections, o p Deut. iv. 1. 
4. Attention to his Word, 5 Rev. ii. 7. 
* And to redeem ſome time daily beſides q Fal. lv. 17. 
for his worſhip. g 2 r Exod. xx. 12. 
® Rom, xiii. 1. 
II. Our Duty towards Man, is s Col. iii, 12, 13. 
1. To honour our ſuperiors, 1 t Exod. xx. 14. 
2, To be kind to our inferiors, 5 u Matt. v. 28. 
3. To preſerve chaſtity t in thought, u W Eph. v. 3, 4. 
word and deed, t x Exod. xx, 13. 
4. To be tender of the I, x property, y y Exod. xx. 1 . 
and reputation of all, z 2 Exod. xx. 16. 
5. To envy none, 2 a 1 Peter ii. 1 


But be content in our condition, & b Heb, xiii, 5, 


SCRIPTURE PROOPS/. rig 
@ — Becauſe that which may be khown of God is manifeſt in 
them, for God hath ſhewed it unto them. 
3 Wo will render unto evety man accordin to bis deeds - . 
= Law _ in their hearts, their conſcience alſo bear- 
The Lord requires of thee to do 
os ages © = Hergy⸗ and to walk humbly „ e. 
4 Thou ſhalt have no other Gods before me. 
#* The Lord our God is one Lord. | 
+ And there is no God befide me, a juſt God and a Saviour. 
Thou ſhale worſhip the Lord thy God, and him only ſhalt 
thou ſerve, 
F Thou fhalt not make to thyſelf any graven image — Thou 
ſhait not bow down to them, nor ſerve them. 
g God is a Spirit, and they that worſhip him muſt worſhip him 
in ſpirit and in truth, 
þ Fervent in ſpirit, ſerving the Lord. 
5 He that cometh. unto God, muſt believe that he is, and * 
hae is a rewarder of them that diligently ſeek him. 
Thou ſhalt not take the Name of the Lord thy God in vain. 
If thou wilt not obſerve = that thou may fear this glorious 
and fearful Name, ux Lorp THY | ob, the Lord will 
make thy plagues wonderful. | 
Remember the labbath day to keep i holy, 
m O come and let us worſhip, and bow down, let us kneel be- 
fore the Lord our Maker, 1 will call upon the 
Lord, ſo ſhall I be ſaved from mine enemies. 
o Be thankful unto him and bleſs his Name For the Lord is 
good, his mercy is everlaſting, and his truth endureth to all 
enerations. 
Hedrken, O Iſrael, unto the latutes and unto the . 
which I ſhall teach you, for to do them. 
* He that hath a ear to _ let him hear. . 
Evening and Morning, and at Noon will I y 
- aloud, Sad he ſhall hear my voice. Sg ay 
r Honour thy father and thy mother. 

Let every ſoul be ſubject to the higher powers. 

s Put on therefore (as the elect of God holy and beloved) bow- 
els of mercies, kindneſs, humbleneſs of mind. 

Thou ſhalt not commit adultery. 

A Whoſoever looketh on a woman, to luſt after her, hath com- 
mitted adultery with her already in his heart. 

e But fornication and all uncleanneſs, let it not be once nam- 
ed—neither flthineſs, nor fooliſh talking, nor jeſting, which 
are not convenient. 

x Thou ſhalt not kill. Thou ſhalt not fteal. 

z Thou ſhalt not bear falſe witneſs againſt thy e. 

a Laying aſide all envy. 

4 Be content with ſuch Rags: as ye have, 
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I. The pofti o Law is the Will of God re- It At te 2 
vealed for the Rule of Duty, as to particular a Heb. viii. 13. 
times, places, and circumſtances only, a * 2 Cer. li, 14. a 

II. The poſitive Law may be conſidered as ub ry 
e eee ee b Gat: 15 23. 
fleſh, 6 | 19 

III. The -pofotive Law before the coming . S 6b : ip 
Chriſt conſiſted in divers ſacrifices and ce- c Heb. ix, 1. 
remonies, c ſignifying, Hleb. x. 1. 

1. That God was to be worſhipped in the d Heb. xi. 4. 
Nlediator Chriſt, as promis 'd to come. 4 * Heb. xi. 1 8 | 
2. That men were univerſally guilty and + Gal. iii. 2. 
polluted by ſin, e TERRY ” = 9 1 
. That God was greatly diſpleaſed on the f Rom. i. 18. 
account of ſin. 8 * Heb. ix. 22. 
4. That God was gracious and merciful i ee B 

_, Chriſt the Mediator, g g Exod. xxxiv. * 

5. That as the {acrifice and grace of Chriſt, + 2 Cor. v. IG: 
were neceſ/ary, h ſo they were ſufficient for h Heb. ix. 16. 
the per don, holineſs, and eternal life of 15 
all penitent believers, i i Adi x. 43. 

IV. The pofitiveLaw, fince the coming of Chriſt, *Heb. x. 10. 
conſiſteth in theſe ordinances following, viz, + 43s xv. 11. 
1. Baptiſm, in token of our ſubjection to k Gal. iii. 27. 

2. The Lord's Supper, in token of ou. 

ſpiritual union with Chriſt, / John vi. 56. 

3. The gathering and governing of parti- m Eph. i. 22. 

cular churches under the authority of * Eph. ii. 20. 
; Chriſt, n by Teachers, Paſtors, Deacons, n n Epb. i iv. 11,12. 

N. B. 1. By the coming of Chriſt in the fleſh, * Phil. i. * als 

all typical references to him undet the 1 0 cal ii. 14, 17. 


were aboliſhed. o 
2. What ordinances he hath ſince * p 1 Cor. xi. 26. 


pointed, are to continue to the end of the Maze. xxviii, 


- © world, with his preſence and bleſſing. 5 19, 20. 
3. No authority. but that of Chriſt can bind q Rom. xiv. 4. 


any. man's conſcience in matters of Reli- Alx. 30 ' 
gion. 7 
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a In that he ſaith a new; covenant, he hat made the firſt 014; 
* —Which-veil is done away in Chrift. . © * 

b But before faith came, we were under * Law. 

Cc verily, che firſt covenant had ordinances of divite 
| ſervices and a worldly ſanQuary; ' 
* For the-law having a ſhadow of good things to como | 

d By faith Abel offered a more excellent ſacrifice. 

* Theſe all died in faith, not having received the romiles. 

+ The law was our ſchoolmaſter to bring us unto Chriſt, | 

e — Neither the firſt teſtament was dedicated without ml 

f For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven againſt all un- 
godlineſs, and unrighteouſneſs of men. 

* And without Ae. of blood there is no remiffion. 

· 2 Lord, the Lord God, merciful and 893 long- 
uffering —- 

+ God — in Chriſt reconciling the world to bimſelf. 

h For where a teſtament is, there muſt alſo of neceſlity be Gs 

death of the teſtator. 

i To him give all the Erophets witneſs, that throogh his name 
. whoſpever believeth in him ſſiall receive remiſſion of fins, 
® By the which will we are ſanctiſied, through the offering vp 

the body of ſeſus Chriſt once for all. 
+ Throagh the grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt we ſhall be faved 


even as they. 
K For as many of you as have been baptized into Chriſt, have 
put on Chriſt. 
He that eateth my fleſh, and Urigketh my Bar dwelleth i in 
me and I in him. 
m- And gaye him to be the bead over all chings tothe Chyrch. 
N And are built upon the foundation of the Apoſtles and Pro- 
phets, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the chief corner - ſtone. 
n And he gave ſome—Paſtors and Teachers for the Perſecting 
of the Saints, for the work of the Miniſtry. 

Jo all the Saints—which are at Philippi, with the ' Biſhops 

and Deacons. | 

o Blotting out the hand: writing 2 8 which vas con- 
trary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his croſs. 
* ove are a ſhadow of things to come, but the body is of 

nn tt 1 

p For as often as ye eat this bread, and wink this cup. ye do 
ſhew forth the Lord's death until he come. 

- Go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing, them, —=—= 
Teaching them to obſerve all things whacſdever I have com- 

manded Jou: and lo, lam with ru alway to the end of che 

be world. N 9 . 

Who art . . judgeſt Net alf man's c tothis on 

Maſter he ſtandeth or falleth. vi» le 

* Jeſus Chriſt, he is Lord of all. | 1 
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- v2 —* 94 OBSERVATIONS ON: THE Law, 


I. The moral Law is ſumm'd up in ten Com. MA of Þ 
mandments in the Old Teftament. a 4 Exud. mh | 
I. The moral Law i is fumm'd up in two Com- Hern 
mandments in the New Teſtament. 5 b Mare. xxij. 37. 
III. The mira} Law was given to man as a co - 
venant of Life, thro" perfect obedience. c c Gal. i ni, 12. 
IV. Upon Adam' * * Matt. xix. 17. 
death upon him and his poſterity. d Gen. il. 17. 
V. From the Law's ſentence of death we can- * Rom, v. 12. 
not be freed. but by Chriſt the Redeemer. e e Gal. iii, 13. 
VI. No works done by us at any time in this '* 44. Iv. 12. 
world, can be perfectly good in the eye f 
_ the Law. I f Rom. iii.g-19/ 
VII. But the works done by Chriſt, in che room g 1 Pet. iii. 18. 
and ſtead of ſinners, were perfektly good i in * Matt, it. 17. 
the eye of the Law. g F Heb. vii. 26, 
VIII. Therefore we can have no right to life h Roar. ili, 20. 
by our works, but by the obedience of Chriſt o Nom. v. 19. 
only. þ 


IX. The proper uſe of the Law is, 1 Þ/al. xix. 8. 
1. To ſhew us our Duty. 1 Cer. ix. 21 
2. To convince us of Sin. & Ek Rom. iii. 20. 
3. To condemn us for it.). 1 al. ni. 10. 

X The Goſpel does not make void the Law, m Rom. iii. 31. 
but en ſofces our obedience to it. x n Tir. ii. 11, 12. 
1. To manifeſt our gratitude to Chriſt for o 1 Pet. i. 17. 

our Redemption. s 4:11: pA Pm . 1g; 


2. To filence the cavils of ungodly men. p ꝗ Mate. v. 16. 
3: To promote the glory of God, g 1x ie. iii. 8—r4. 


and the good of the World. r s Tit. il. 14. 

XI. The Goſpel calls thoſe works good, s t Eph. i; 10. 

which are done, u Heb, i. 6. 
1. By the grace of Regeneration. z * Heb. ix. 14. 


2. By faith in Chriſt's Mediation. a w Rom. viii. 26. 
3. By the aſſiſtance of the holy Spirit. w Phil. ii. 13. 

4: Out of regard to the divine Authority. x x John xv. 14. 

$. From the motives of the Goſpel. 7 y 2 Gr. vii. 1. 
6; With a view to the glory of God: x 2 1 Cor. x. 31. 


.$SCRIPTURE PROOFS, 135 


& Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
foul, and with all thy mind: This is the firſt and great commandment.— 


And the ſecond is like unto it, Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thyſelf, 
on theſe two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets. 

c And the Law is got of Faith 3 but the man that doth, them ſhall le by 
them. 


If thou wilt enter into life, keen the commandments. 
d But of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, thou ſhalt not eat of ity 
for in the day thou eateſt thereof, thou ſhalt ſurely die. 


® Wherefore as by one man fin entered into the world, and death by fn 
and ſo death paſſed upon all men, for that all have ſinned. 


e Chriſt hath redeemed us from the curſe of the Law, being made a curſe 
for us, 
Neither is there alvation 3 in any other, 


Ff That they are all under fin—all the world is become cle, 

g He ſuffered, the Juſt for the Unjuſt. 

This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed. 

+ Holy, harmleſs, and undefiled ; ſeparate from ſinners. 

5 By the deeds of the Law there ſhall no fleſh be juſtified, 

* By the obedience of one ſhall many be made righteous, 

1 The commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightning the eyes. 

* Being not without law to God, but under the law to Chriſt, 

k By the Law is the knowledge of ſim. 

1 Curſed is every one that continueth not in all things written in the book 
of the Law to do them. 


m Do we then make void the Law through Faith ? God forbid : yea, we 
eſtabliſh the Law. 


n The grace of God hath appeared teaching us, that denying ungodlineſs 
and worldly luſts, we mould! live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly— 


o Paſs the time of your ſojourning here in fear; foraſmuch as ye know that 
ye were not redeemed with corruptible things from your vain converſation 
— but with the precious blood of Chriſt, 


5 For ſois the will of God, that with well- doing ye put to ſilence the igno- 
rance of fooliſh men. 


7 Let your light ſo ſhine before men, that they may ſee your good works, 
and glorify your Father which is in heayen. 


# That they that believed in God might be careful to maintain od works: 
theſe things are good and profitable unto men. 


s —Purify to himſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good works. 

t We are his work manfhip, created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good ns 

1 Without faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe him. | 

How much more ſhalf the blood of Chriſt—purge your conſciences ſrom 
dead works, to ſerve the living God. 

To The Spirit helpeth our infirmities, 

* For it is God that worketh'in you both to will and to av. 


y Having therefore theſe promiſes, let us cleanſe ourſelyes from all filchineſi 
of fleſh and ſpirit. 


* 2 ye eat or drink, or whatſoever pe do, do all to the glory of 


160 A'snozr VIEW or TAE GOSPEL; 
1. The egen the good! news of Fee fr =! 1/7 


tion to ſinners. @ | Niete. © ab lal. . 
Te may be confidered as, 1. ae Lake iv. 18. 


II. Carried on, III. Compliated. + 95 ii, 8. 


The Goſpel | is, I. Contrived, 


L In the eternal Counſel; of God the Father; 
freely Baſes, ſome to grace and glory by _ | 
- Chriſt Jeſus. 6 „Dcr b Ib. 1 4 


II. In the everlaſting Covenant of Grace, be- 1 We. v. 95 5 
tween the Father and the Son. « + Rom. Xi. 5, 6. 
C AZecb. vi, 13; 


The Go/del is, II. Carried ons * Iaxxix. 28. 
1. In Redemption by Chriſt, 


From, 1. The Guilt of Sin, 4 | 2 Cale i. i 105 * 
2. The Curſe of the Law, . e Gal. iii. 13. 
3. The Wrath of God, 7 f 1 i. 10. 
4. In-dwelling Corruption, ?g g Eph. v. 26, 27. 
5. The Power of Satan, h AA, xxvi. 1 8. 


6. The Malice of the Wicked, * i Luke i. 7 i. 

7. The Evils of the World, E k Gal. i. 4. 

8. The Power of Death,, 11 Cor. xv. 26. 
9. The Pains of Hell. »» m Rev. ii. 11. 


Through, 1. His myſterious Incarnation, à n Lale i. 35. 
2. His ſpotleſs Nature, » 0 1 Pet. i. 19. 
a. His perfect Obedience, þ p Heb. v. 55 9. 
His acceptable Sacrifice, 7 ꝗ Epb. v. 2 
5. His compleat Atonement, 1 Heb. x. 14. 
6. His bitter Death,, 8 Philip. ii. 8. 
7. His powerful Reſurrection, t Rom. i. 4. 
8. His triumphant Aſcenſion, à u Ep. iv. 8. 
9. His glorious Seſſion, a w Heb. i. 3 
10. His prevailing Interceſſion, x x Heb. vii. 29. 
11. His univerſal Government 5 | Cor. xv. 27. 
of Providence and Grace, = 2 P/al. CX. 2, 3. 
12. His final Judgment of all, a 42 Gore! v. do 


— - 
* 
a 


i FF n 
He hath anointed me to preach the Goſpel to the poor, L 
+ By grace ye ate ſaved, 


According as he hath choſen us in him, before the foundation of the 
world; that we ſhould be holy and without blame before him in Jove. 


had Lord Jef Che pot appointed us to wrath, but to obtain ſalvation by our 

+ There remains a remnant according to the election of grace; and if by 
grace, then it is no more of works, 

e The counſel of peace ſhall. be between them both. 

＋ My mercy will 1 keep for him for evermore, and my covenant ſhall ſtand 
faſt with him. 

d 10 whom we have ys. aa through his blood, even the remiſſion of 

ns. 

e Orig hath redeemed us from the eurſe of the Law, being made a curſe 

or us, 

f — Jeſus, who delivered us from the wrath to come. 

E That he might ſanctify and cleanſe it by the waſhing of water by the 
word; that he might preſent it to himſelf a glorious church, not having 
ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing. 

b * turn chem from darkneſs unto light, and from the power of Satan unto 

1 That we mould be ſaved kom our enemies, and from the hand of all that 


hate us. 

k Jr himſelf for us, that he might deliver us from this preſent evil 
world. 

7 For the laſt enemy that mall be deſtroyed, is death. 

m He that overcometh, ſhall not be hurt of the ſecond death, 

# The power of the higheſt ſhall overſhadow thee ; therefore alſo that holy 
thing which ſhall be born of thee, ſhall be called the Son of God. ; 

o A Lamb without blemiſh and without ſpot. 

7 Though a Son, he learned obedience, and being made perfect, became the 
author of eterdal ſalvation unto all that obey him, 

g As Chriſt alſo hath loved us, and given himſelf for us— a ſacrifice unto 
God for a ſweet-ſmelling ſavour. 

7 For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are ſanctified. 

s He became obedient unto death, even the death of the croſs. 

t e- to be the Son of God with power, by his reſurrection Dots the 


1 When he aſcended up on high, and led captivity captive. 

ww He—ſat down on the right hand of the Majeſty on high. | ö 

x He is able to ſave the uttermoſt—lſecing he ever lives to make inter. 
ceflion— ' Ma.. 2 tad 


y For he hath put all things under his feet. 

& The Lord ſhall ſend the rod of thy ſtrength ont of Sion rule thou in 
the midſt of thy encmies,—Thy ax; ſhall be willing in che day of thy 
power. ö 

For we muſt all appear before the judgment ſeat of chu. 

L e 
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The Goſpel is alſo carried on, a Jaiab lv. 7. 
II. By the Publication of Grace— b Rom. iv. . 
1. In free Promiſes of + Iſaiah lüi. 11, 
1. Pardon to the Condemned, 2 c Rom. ix. 26. 
2. Juſtification to the Ungodly, 8 5d Ezek.xxxvi.25.. 
3. Adoption to Strangers, c e Matt. xiii. 43. 
4. Sanctification to the Impure, 4 f John xi. 25. 
5. Perfection to the Imperfect, # g Jer. xxxi. 33. 
6. Immortality to the Mortal, # h Jaiab lv. 1. 
7. The Sum of all which is, g i Jaiab lv. 1 
I will be their God, and they ſhall be my People. Matt. xi. 28. 
2. In wide Proclamations, 5 Kk 2 Cor. v. 20. 
3. Kind Invitations, # 1 Exel. xxxiii 11. 
4. Powerful Perſuafions, 4 mEzek.xxxiil.1 8. 
5. Strong Proteſtations, / n Mark xvi. 16. 
6. Merciful Expoſtulations, »: o Mark xvi. 15. 
7. SolemnWarnings u to all; o particularly p Zuke xiii, 3. 


7. To the impenitent for Conviction, p q aiab Ixi. 1, 2. 
2. To the Penitent for Comfort, 7 
3. To the Backſliding for Recovery. - r Hoſea xiv. 4. 


III. By the Operation of the Spirit, 


1. Enlightening the Mind, s s Epb.i. 17, 19. 
2. Convincing the Conſcience, z t As ii. 37. 
3. Perſuading the Will, « * u P/al. cx. 3. 
4. Melting the Affections, ww W Zech. xii. 10. 


5. Quickening to Holineſs the whole Man, x Fph. ii. 1. 


6. Enabling to perſevere to the End. y 1 Pet. i. 85. 


The Goſpel is, III. Compleated, 


I, In the Reſurrection and glorious Change 
of the Body at the laſt Day. z 2 1 Cor. xv. 52. 


II. In the bleſſed Viſion of God in the hea- a Matt. v. 8. 


venly World; @ which will be, + John xvii. 24. 
1. Perfectly clear, 6 bpb b 1 Cor. xiii. 12. 
2. Intirely transforming, c e 1 Jobn iii. 2. 


3. Eternally ſatisfying, 4 d P/al, xvii. 15. 


SCRIPTURE PROOFS, 163 


a Let the wicked forſake his way—and return unto the Lord, 
and he will have mercy upon him, and to our God, for he 
will abundantly pardon. 

6 To him that worketh not, but believeth on him that juſtifieth 
the ungodly. | . | 

+ By his knowledge ſhall my righteous ſervant juſtify many; 
for be ſhall bear their iniquities. 

c In the place where it is ſaid ye are not my people, there ſhall 
they be called the children of the living God. 


d Then will I ſprinkle clean water upon you, and ye ſhall be 


clean, and from all your filthineſs will I cleanſe you. 

e Then ſhall the righteous ſhine forth as the ſun in the kingdom 
of their Father. 

F He that believeth on me, though he were dead, yet ſhall he 
live. Whoſoever liveth and believeth on me ſhall never die. 

5 Ho, every one that thirſteth— 

Come ye to the waters 

* Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden — 

4 As though God aid beſeech you, we pray you in Chriſt's 
ſtead be ye reconciled to God. 

/ As I live, faith the Lord, I have no pleaſure in the death of 
the wicked, but that he turn from his way and live. 

mn Why will ye die, O honſe of Iirael? | | 

n= He that believeth—ſhall be ſaved, but he that believeth not, 
ſhall be damned. 


„ Go ye into all the world and preack the Goſpel to every 


83 | p 

xcept ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh, 

- He back nt me to bind up the broken Ew] 

1 I will heal their backſlidings, I will love them freely. 

s — Give unto you the ſpirit of wiſdom in the knowledge of 
him, the eyes of your underſtanding being enlightened. 

And they were pricked in their heart, and ſaid—What ſhall 
we do ? 

z Thy people ſhall be willing in the day of thy power. 

vw —Look on him whom they have pierced, and mourn, 

x You hath he quickened, who were dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, 

Who are kept by the power of God thro? faith unto ſalvation. 

z And the dead ſhall be raiſed incorruptible, and we ſhall be 
changed, 

a Bleſſed are the pure in heart, for they ſhall ſee God. 


Father, I will that they alſo whom thou haſt given me be 


with me where I am, that they may behold my glory 
For now we ſee thro' a glaſs darkly, but then face to fa e. 
c We ſhall be like him, for we ſhall ſee him as he is. 
d I ſhall be ſatisfied when I awake with thy likeneſs. 
| IL 2 | 
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164 OBSERVATIONS o THz GOSPEL. 
I. Some Scripture DoQtrines are ſo joined with 


the Goſpel as to be inſeparable from it, x. 
1. The Godhead of Chriſt, by whom it is 


procured, @ a Rom, ix. . 
2. The Godhead of the Holy Spirit, by + Fobn xx. 28, 
whom it is applied, 6 | b 42s v. 3, 4. 


3. Original Sin, from which it delivers, cc P/al. li. 5. 
4. The Perfection of the Law, which it Rom. v. 19. 
every where maghifies. d _ d J/aiah xlii. 21, 
II. The Decrees of God, and the Covenant + Rom. iii. 31. 
of Grace, include the Salvation of his 
Re aq) in its full Compaſs ; fo that, 
The Covenant of Grace is Salvation 


" Wer: e Eph. iii. g. 
2. Salvation, in the Goſpel, is the Cove- | 
nant. unfo/ded, fo © f Coloſ. i 1 
3. The Converſion of a Sinner is the Co , 2 Tim. i. 10. 
venant applied, g 2 g ſaiab lv. 3. 
4. The Glorification of a Saint is the Co- | 
venant completed, & h John vi. 39. 
III. The ſaving Operations of Grace are, i Rom. ix. 18. 
1. Perfectly free, | F James 1. 18. 
2. Unſearchably deep, 4 | k John iii. 8, 
3. Omnipotently ſtrong, / , 1 Eph. i. 19, 20. 
4. Eternal in Duration. 2: m Pbilip. i, 6. 


IV. The internal Glory of the Goſpel is not | 
to be ſeen without the ſpecial Grace of n 1 Cor. ii. 10, 14. 


the Spirit, » for which we are, o Prov. ii. 4, 5+ 
. To ſeek diligently, o p Þ Luke xvViii. 1. 
2. To pray conſtantly, 9 ꝗ Janes i. 6. 
3. To hope chearfully. 9 + HE, exlvii. 11. 


V. All to whom the Goſpel comes are bound r Luke viii. 18. 
do aſſ themſelves r theſe three Queſtions + 2 Cor. xiii. 5. 


ſeriouſly, vix. s Hoſea iv. 6. 
1. What do I 4now of its Excellency ? ti Te. i. 5. 
2. What do I feel of its Power ? # u Epheſ. iv. 1. 


3 Hoy far do I /ve by its Rules? v + Philip. i. 22. 


— 
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4 Who is over all, God bleſſed for ever. 

+ And Thomas ſaid to him, My Lord and my God 

6 Why hath Satan filled your hearts to lie unto the Holy Ghoſt ? 
— Thou haſt not lied unto men but unto God. ; | 

c Behold I was ſhapen in iniquity, and in fin did my mother 

_ conceive me. | 

+ By one man's diſobedience many were made ſinners. 

4 He will magnify the Law and make it honourable. 

+ Do we then make void the law through taith ? God forbid : 
yea we eſtabliſn the law. | 

And to make al men ſee what is the fellowſhip of the myſtery 
which from the beginning hath been bid in God. 
F Even the myſtery—now manifeſt to his Saints 
+ And hath brought life and immortality to light by the Goſpel, 
g And I will make an everlaſting covenant with you, even the 
ſure mercics of David. 

þ And this is the Father's will, that of all that he hath given 

me I ſhould loſe nothing, but ſhould raiſe it up again at the 
laſt Day. * 

i I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy — 

+ Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth. 

A The wind bloweth where it liſteth, and thou heareſt the ſound 
thereof, but canſt not tell whence it cometh or whither it go- 
eth; ſo is every ons that is born of the Spirit. 

And what is the exceeding greatneſs of his power to us- 
ward that believe, according to the working of his mighty 
power. 

m Being confident of this very thing, that he that hath begun a 
good work in you, will perform it until the day of Chriſt. 

n But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit The nay 


tural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit, for they are 


\ fooliſhneſs to him, neither can he know them. 
9 If thou ſeekeſt for her as ſilyer, and ſearcheſt for her as for 
hid treaſure—then ſhalt thou underſtand the fear of the Lord. 
p Men ought always to pray, and not to faint. 
7 But let him aſk in faith, nothing wavering. 


+ The Lord taketh pleaſure in them—that hope in his mercy. | 


Take heed therefore how ye hear. 

+ Examine yourſelves whether ye be in the faith. 

s My people are deſtroyed for lack of knowledge: becauſe 
thou haſt rejected knowledge, I will reje& thee. 

For our Goſpel came not unto you in word only, but in power. 

u Walk worthy of the Vocation wherewith ye are called. 


+ 4 let your converſation be as becometh the Goſpel of 
Chhriſt. 


VI. Thoſe 


166 OBSERVATIONS o Tre GOSPEL; 
VI. Thoſe who die impenitent and unbelieving RP 


under the Goſpel, will have, a Heb. x. 28, 29. 
1. A Guilt moſt aggravated, 4 b Jobs iii. 18. 
2. A Condemnation moſt certain, 5 c Matt. x. 15. 
3. A Puniſhment moſt fearful, c + 2 Te. i. 7. 8. 


VII. But the moſt notorious Sinners when 
awakened, are by the Goſpel abſolutely 
forbid to deſpair of Salvation; 4 for, d As xvi. 30. 
1. The Sacrifice of Chriſt is ſufficient to re- 


move the Guilt of all Sin. e 1 John i. 7. 
2. The Grace of Chriſt is ſufficient to cleanſe + Heb. ix. 14. 


from the Filth of all Sin. F FF Zecb. xiii. 1. 
3. The Righteouſneſs of Chriſt is ſufficient | 

to recommend to the divine Acceptance g As xiii. 39. 

all who believe. g ® Rom. iii. 22. 


For the more profitable reading and hearing of 
the Ward, obſerve, 


I. That the general Scope of the Scripture is, 
1. To humble the Pride of fallen Man. + h1 Cor. i. 19,29. 
2. To exalt the Grace of God in his Sal- 
vation. 7 | i Eph. ii. 8. 
3. To promote real Holineſs in Heart “ Tiz. iti, 5. 
and Life. 4 | k 1 Thef}. iv. 7. 
II. Every Dodtrine contrary to thoſe Ends is 
' falſe. ! | Jai. viii. 20. 
III. Make the Scripture its own Interpreter, 
by comparing one Text with another. * m 1. Cor. ii. 13. 
IV. For every Doclrine you receive, ſeek a þ 
| Scripture Proof. z n Adds xvii. 11. 


V. For the Ground of your Petition in Prayer, 
ſeek a Scripture Promiſe. o o John xiv. 14. 
VI. Labour to reduce all your Knowledge“ P/al. cxix. 49+ 
to an holy Practice. 2 p James i. 22. 
VII. In all your Enquiries and Duties, ſeek 
for and depend on the Influences of the q J xvi 13. 
holy Spirit. g * 1 Cor. ii. 10, 


much ſorer puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be thought 
worthy, who hath troden under foot the Son of God, and 
hath counted the blood of the covenant—an unholy thing, 
and done deſpite to the Spirit of grace? 

5 — But he that believeth not, is condemned already. 

c It ſhall be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah in the 
day of judgment than for that city. 

+ When the Lord Jeſus ſhall be revealed from heaven in 
flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that know not God, 
and obey not his Goſpel. 

d —Sirs, what muſt I do to be ſaved ? - Believe on the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved. 

The blood of Jeſas Chriſt his Son cleanſeth us from all fi, 

'+ How much more ſhall the blood of Chriſt—purge your con- 
ſciences from dead works, 
. F There ſhall be a fountain opened—for fin and for uncleanneſs, 
g And by him all that believe are juſtified from ali things. 
* The righteouſneſs of God which is by faith of Jeſus Chriſt 
_ unto all. and upon all them that believe, for there is no 
difference. 
_ B I will defiroy the wiſdom of the wiſe—that no fleſh ſhould 
glory in his prejence. | 

1 By grace ye are ſaved through faith, and that not of yourſelves, 

Not by works of righteouſneſs which we have done, but 
according to his mercy he ſaved us. 

1 God hath not called us unto uncleanneſs, but unto holineſs. 

To the law and to the teſtimony, if they ſpeak not according 
to this word, it is becauſe they have no light in them. 

m Comparing ſpiritual things with ſpiritual, 

= And ſearched the Scriptures daily whether theſe things were ſo. 

o If ye ſhall aſk any thing in my name, 1 will do jt. 

Remember the word unto thy ſervant, on which thou haſt 
cauſed me to hope. 

Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only. 

7 When the Spirit of truth is come, he will guide you into all 
truth. e 

* But God hath revealed them to us by his ho'y Spirit. 
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4 He that deſpiſed Moſes's law died without mercy. —Of how | 
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J. ADoORATION. Thou, O Lord, «as Fd. 
| ther, Jai. lxiii. 16. 


Our Father, Have we not all one. Father ? 
| | | | Hath not one God created 
By Right of Creation, us? Meh. ii. 10. 
| Thou ſatisfieſt the Defire of 
By bountiful Proviſion, every living Thing, P/al 
| cxlv. 16. 


By gracious Adoption. They be called the Children of 
- theliving God, Rom. ix. 26. 


Who art in en, Hear thou in Heaven thy dwel: 
| ling Place, 1 Ming, viii. 43. 
The Throne of thy Glory, Heaven is my Throne, Jai. 
Ixvi. 1. 
The Portion of thy Children, An Inheritance reſerved in 
Heaven for you, 1 Pet. i. 4; 


| The Temple of thy * His Train filled the Temple, 
Hai. vi. 1. 


II. Pe- 


15 t. PeT1T10 8. 
* - 
i the Thoughts of our 


. Hearts, 
By the Words of our Lips, 


| 8 the Work of our Hande 
&:: 
8. Thy Kingdom come, 


Of Providence to defend us. 
of Grace to refine us. 
"bf Glory to crown us. 
3. Thy Will 5 ho on Earth, 
iti in Heaven, 


Towards us without Reũiſ- 
tance. 


By us, without Coniputſion. 


Univerſally, without Ex- 
(ception, 


Feernally, without Declen- 


fion, 
4. Give us this Day nr daily 


| Bread, 
Of Neclity for our + Bodies, 


Of demitLife for o our Souls 


N 
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Not unto us, but unto | 
Name give Glory, P/. cxv. i. 
Unite my Heart to fear thy 

3 P/al. Ixxxvi. 11. 
And myMouth ſhall ſhew forth 

thy Praiſe; P/a/. li. 15. 
Whatſoever ye do, do all to the 
Glory of God, 1 Cor. x. 31. 


Rule thou in the midſt ot thy 
Enemies, Pſal. cx. 2. 
Hide me urider the Shadow of 
thy Wings, P/al. xvii. 8. 
The very God of Peace ſancti- 
fy you wholly, 1 72 v.23. 
Then ſhall ye alſo appear with 
him in Glory, Coloſ iii. 4. 


: The Will of the Lord be done, 


Acts xxi. 14. 

It is the Lord, let him do what 
ſeemeth him good, 1 Sam. 
„ 

Indline my heart to thy Teſti- 
monies, P/a/, cxix. 36. 

Walking in all the Command. 
ments of the Lord blame- 

leſs, Luke x1. 6. 

I will never forget thy Precepts; 
P/al. exlx. 93. 

Give me neither Poberty nor 
Riches, feed me with Food 
convenient for me, Prov. 

XXX. 8. 


There is no want to them thai 


fear him, P/2/. xxxiv. 9. 
Lord, evermore give us this 
Bread, John vi. 34. 


5. And 


— 
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F- 4nd forgive us our Nopal, 
Againk the Commands of Whoſoever committeth Sin, 


thy Law. 


| Againſt the Ge of chy 


| Goſpel. 


Hs we forgive them that nal 


againſt us, 


By defaming our Characters. 


By embezzling our Property. 


By abuſing our Perſons. 


6, tat hh Tempaa. 


tion, but deliver us from 


- F#wvil, 

Of overwhelming Aﬀic- 
tions, 

Of worldly Enticements. 

Of Satan's Devices. 

Of Error's Seduction. 

Of finful AﬀfeRtons, 


— 


> 


For thy Name's Sake, O Lond 


pardon mine Iniquity, - fer 
it is great, P/al. xxv. 11. 


tranſgreſſeth alſo the Law, 
I Jobs iii. 4. 
A Bl aſphemer and aPerſecutor, 
but I obtained Merey, i Nm. 
i, 13. 


If ye forgive not Men their 
Treſpaſſes, neither will yqur 
Father forgive your Treſ- 
paſſes, Mate. vi. 15. 

When Men ſay all manner of 
Evil againſt you. ly Mae. 
v. 11. 

If he hath wronged thee ought, 
Put that on my account, 
Philemon 18. 


| Lay not thisSinto theirCharge, 


As via. 60. 


Watch and pray, that ye enter 
not into Temptation, Mur. | 


in 


Out of the Depths have I cried | 


unto thee, P/a/. cxxx. 1. | 
Loys nat the World, nor the 
"nt that are in theWorld, 
hn il. 1 1. * | 
124 he fall into che Snare of 
the Devil, 1 Tim. ii. 7. 
They have erred from the 
Faith, 1 Tig. vi, 10. 
For this Cauſe God gave them 
17 to vile e N 


i. 26. 


III. BI E361. 
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III. B LESSING. 

For thine is the Kingdom, and 'To the only wiſe God be Gla- 
the Power, and the Glory, ry, Dominion and Power, 


for ever, Tude 25. 
Thy Kingdom governs all. | His Kingdom ruleth over all 
Pal. ciii. 7. | 


Thy Power ſubdues all. Able to ſubdue all Things ta 
1 himſelf, Philip. il, 20. 
Thy Glory is above all. His Glory is above the Earth 
and Heaven, P/. exlviii. 13. 


TV. Concrvs10n. Worketh all Things aſter the 


Amen. | Counſel of his own Will, 
As it is in thy Purpoſes, Ephe/. i. 11. | 
S it is in 7 b. 2h All che Promiſes in him are 

| yea and Amen, 2 Cor. i. 20. 


| 80 1! in our 8 7 Even ſo come, Lord Jeſus 
New. xxii. 20. 


So it Gall be to thy Praiſe, Amen, Alleluia! Rev. xix. 4. 


Shortly will be Publiſhed, 1 1 
Written by the fame AUTHOR, 
2 wh 
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> _ A Seitezer NuMBER of the 
PSALMS of DAVID; 
Done from the Latin of BUCHANAN, 
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